
NOT JUST SAND AND SEASHELLS
Top types of beach litter at selected locations, percent share per 100 meters coastline, based on OSPAR* screenings, 2013
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Baltic SeaNorth Sea

17 %

24 % Plastic / polystyrene pieces 2.5 – 50 cm

6 % Plastic / polystyrene pieces     
              2.5 – 50 cm

Other 33 % 30 % Other 

47 % Other 

Cigarette butts 14 %

36 % Cigarette butts

10 % Cigarette butts

5 % Caps, lids

Caps, lids 14 % 
9 % Drink bottles

5 % Foam sponge

Drink bottles 12 % 

5 % Other ceramic /     
       pottery items

4 % Bags 
          (e.g., shopping)

Bags (e.g., shopping) 5 % 

Black SeaMediterranean

 12 %

Plastic / polystyrene pieces 2.5 – 50 cm 18 %

Other 41 %

14 %

Caps, lids 7 % 

5 % Caps, lids

5 % Drink cans

Other textiles 4 % 

Cotton bud sticks 4 % 

Cotton bud sticks 5 % 

9 % Crisp / sweet packets,    
            lolly sticks 

String and cord

* International convention to protect the North Sea and Northeast Atlantic

Plastic / polystyrene pieces 0 – 2.5 cm 

Cutlery, trays, 
straws

diameter < 1 cm 


