
SYNTHETIC FIBERS AND THE CLIMATE CRISIS
Emissions of greenhouse gases caused by the production of polyester fibers

Fast fashion: 
50 cycles a year

Traditional: 
 2 cycles a year
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706 billion  
kilograms of CO2e*  

in 2015

Annual electricity 
supply for  
64 million

American homes

Carbon stored in  
234 million  

hectares of forest 
in one year: the size 

of Algeria

1.6 billion 
barrels of oil.  

A two-year supply of 
oil for the USA

Annual  
emissions from  

149 million cars:  
a car for every 

person in Russia
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Annual emissions 
from 185 coal-fired 

power stations

Production cycles in the traditional and fast fashion industries

2015
Forecast

* CO2 e = CO2-equivalent. Measure adopted by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change to compare the effects of different greenhouse gases such as CO2 and methane. 	P
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