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MORE PLASTIC FOR WOMEN
Number of patents for feminine hygiene products since 1969

Data for 2018 and 2019 are incomplete because some  
patent applications have not yet been published. 

19891969 1979 1999 2009 2019

Maxi sanitary 
pads with wings 
launched: product 
focus is on ab­
sorptive capacity

First maxi 
pad with 
adhesive 
strip

Tampax obtains 
patent for 
tampon with 
applicator
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