5 Plastic waste and microplastics floating in the
world’s oceans are a much-discussed problem.
But few realize that PLASTIC POLLUTION
OF THE SOIL can be between 4 and 23 times
higher than in the seas.

6 In 2018, over 1.13 TRILLION ITEMS OF PACKAGING
—most of them plastic—were used for food and
drinks in the EU alone. Packaging is not the only
problem: agriculture uses around 6.5 million
tonnes of plastic worldwide each year.

In 2018, China banned the import of plastic
waste. Other countries also refusing to act as
the world’s garbage bin and are sending
waste back. The four BIGGEST EXPORTERS are
the USA, Japan, Germany and the UK.

12 The global BREAK FREE FROM PLASTIC movement

holds consumer-goods companies and plastic
producers accountable for the waste they generate
and champions zero waste communities and
lifestyles. Over 1,500 organizations and thousands
of individuals have joined this movement.



