
WHAT DOES PLASTIC DO TO OUR CLIMATE? Greenhouse gases are released from the start

ProductionExtraction Transport

Throughout plastic’s life 
cycle, large quantities of 

climate-damaging

Use Incineration Degradation & 
decomposition

Exact figures for each stage are not available. In 
2019, though, 850 million tons of CO2-equivalents 
were emitted just from the production and 
incineration of plastic worldwide – more than the 
Germany’s annual emissions.

carbon dioxide and 
methane escape into 
the atmosphere. 

60

CH4 CO2

 3 HOW DOES PLASTIC COME TO US?   63 WHY DO WE NEED A PLASTIC TREATY? 

 69 WHO’S FIGHTING AGAINST PLASTIC POLLUTION? 


