
WHERE DOES MICROPLASTIC COME FROM? Amount per person in Germany in 2018

Macroplastic
larger than 5 millimeters
Large microplastic
1 to 5 millimeters
Microplastic
0.001 to 1 millimeter
Nanoplastic
smaller than one thousandth of a millimeter

Primary microplastic
added to cosmetics, detergents, 
& medicines
Secondary microplastic
formed through abrasion, crushing, 
& decomposition

1,229 gram

109 gram

303 gram

25 gram
77 gram Clothing particles enter the sewage system during washing

Tire abrasion

Waste disposal

Abrasion from shoe soles
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