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Foreword

This collection of essays is a personal touch to the First Summer School for Young People from
Belarus. Throughout the two-week period of their stay in Berlin, participants kept the Diary of
the Day where they documented their observations related to a particular area of their interest.
This area was explored during their short-term internship place in public institutions or NGOs,
discussed with experts and within the group, and reflected upon individually. Below you can
find the results of young people’s work.

The diversity of participants translated into variety of their interests: along with the issues of
ecological awareness and sustainable development which seem to be inherent to the programs
of the Heinrich Boll Foundation, one can find an account of disadvantaged groups and
minorities in Germany and their situation, as well as to learn about each other’s perception in
Belarusian and German societies, follow up on history represented through the architecture in
Berlin, and reflect upon what constitutes cooperation and tolerance in the modern world.

Despite diversity of the topics, all the essays have something in common: They are funny,
creative, informative and very sincere. They represent an intersection of old and new, collective
and individual, German and Belarusian. At the same time, they give us not only the impressions
of Germany and Berlin through young people’s eyes, but also provide a clear picture of what
Belarus lives with and hopes for today. In their essays, young authors address concerns of
common life in a dialogue with colleagues, friends, and to a large extent, with themselves. By
doing this, they attempt to improve the situation, and call for our attention.

We hope that you will enjoy the reading!

Tetiana Katsbert
Editor and Co-organizer of the Summer School 2009
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1. Freaky or not freaky? Germany and Belarus. Hanna Chyhir

Hi! | am delighted to greet you in our Café “FREAKY GERMAN"!
Today in Menu:

e Starter: Presentation of my topic
e First dish: “Mosaic of meanings” that I'’ve managed to collect
e Second dish:
1) Germany and Belarus: short eco comparison;
2) Climate Alliance: acquaintance
e Dessert: Some humorous placates powered by Climate Alliance
e Drinks: Conclusions

Bon appétit!

STARTER

All charming people, | fancy, are spoiled.
It is the secret of their attraction.
Oscar Wilde

My name is Hanna Chyhir and | decided to raise the issue which | could call like “Freaky or not
freaky”. That is very interesting for me to explore during this summer school expectations and
impressions concerning the society in Germany and Belarus, in particular, what is unusual for
Belarusian people in Germany and what is their attitude towards all that. For that reason, every
day | try to communicate with different people so that | could get something new for my issue.
Beside | would point out my attention to ecological questions and what is surprising and not
common for Belarus.
FIRST DISH

Within several days | managed to formulate the most frequent and discussed issues. They are:
e Opportunities
e Habits
e Lively mind



o Creativity

e System of education

e The problem of different generations
e Stereotypes

e Public transport

e Climate friendliness

e Working conditions

e Service and politeness

e Readiness to cooperate

| asked not only the participants of our summer school but some people who live in Germany.
According to their number | could create a little diagram:
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Now | would like to calculate all the opinions concerning the living in Germany and provide you
with some results which | would like to call “Mosaic of meanings”:

1) Opportunities.
Any taste can be satisfied!
2) Habits.
Germans like to sit on the grass.
3) Lively mind.
People are open-minded
4) Creativity.
All people are ready to create something; they are not lazy to find innovative
ways.

5) System of education.
On the one hand that is not so brilliant that the studying at universities lasts
so long, on the other all the students are free to make there own decisions.
6) The problem of different generations.
In comparison with Belarus that seems to be a little bit easier to solve
constructively some questions. Children in Germany are allowed more and
have more possibilities.
7) Stereotypes.
People who know something about Belarus have a negative attitude towards
our country.
8) Public transport.
Comes on time!
9) Climate friendliness.



There are very many organisations that deal with ecology, energy; people
prefer to ride a bicycle as much as possible.

10) Working conditions.
People at summer time walk through the offices barefoot; they can go out
through the window; it is possible to eat apples in Bundestag. And all that is
really great.

11) Service and politeness.
Patience to foreigners.

12) Readiness to cooperate.
People are open to organise something together, in Germany or in Belarus.

SECOND DISH

And now | would like to express and share my own opinion and what | gained during the
participation in our summer school and to make some parallels between German and Belarus.
In order to make it easier to understand | would like to organise it:

Belarus Germany
e Ecological flash mobs are not popular e Ecological flash mobs are popular
and common ® and common ©
e People would like to have more e Some organisations try to make
roads and more cars some steps not to build new roads
and autobahns
e “Dienstwagen” is a great idea e “Dienstwagen” are big and that is the
according to  public opinion, result of air pollution due to CO2.
moreover, people stand for huge The idea is to reduce their quantity
expensive cars
e Public transport - ® e Public transport - ©
e Climate protection is not so popular e Climate-friendly politics
among common people
e Expensive / fancy flash-animations e Basic web site for different projects;
for web sites more commonly to support blogs
What is common:
Bio and ecological products for eating

Beside all the above mentioned | would like to point out that the strong side of German society
is networking and cooperation. For instance, Klima-Allianz, where | have had my internship,
coordinates and cooperates with approximately 100 different organisations. Among them are
WWEF, Oxfam, NABU, Weed, Griine Liga, E3G, Germanwatch and many others. According to
Christina Hering, there are some difficulties in such kind of work but it is very important to
create a really working network. And every member of such circle is responsible for its own part
of the whole process of projects. And it works successfully. On the 17" of August | was lucky to
be present at one of the meetings “Informelle Kohlerunde” (casual meeting on coal issues). |
was surprised and impressed at the same time. It lasted only 1 hour and 45 minutes but all the
representatives managed to discuss the main issues and to set up new agendas and goals and
dates of next meetings.



All the organisations have united to form The Climate Alliance, under the motto: “Together, we
can achieve more”. Working together, members of the Climate Alliance will now harness the
fact that in Germany, the basic political framework for climate protection policies has already
brought about a drastic lowering of greenhouse gas levels. As a big industrial nation, Germany
has emitted an above-average per-capita output of CO2, decisively contributing to global
warming. And all that is just the future for our own country.

The circle of members of the Climate Alliance includes:

e Churches

e Development organisations

e Environmental organisations

e Trade unions

e Consumer protection organisations
e Youth associations

e Anti-globalisation organisations

e Other groups

The Climate Alliance calls on other organisations and initiatives to become a member. What is
also unusual that members are highlighted with their logo on publications and on the website
of the Climate Alliance. Members of the Climate Alliance can help develop strategies and help
decide on what actions should be taken. They are invited to participate in the member plenary
sittings which take place every two months. Besides, members have a right to vote.

On the 3™ day of my internship | got to know some really interesting activities organised by
Climate Alliance:

Promoting the Global Day of Action

The first aim is to promote the idea that the Global Climate Day of Action is one of the most
important opportunities for the public in Germany to take action towards climate protection
and together with tens of thousands worldwide exert pressure for consequent climate
protection action. On 6 December 2009, the Global Climate Action Day demonstrations will
once more be lead by the Climate Alliance.

Preventing the construction of new coal-fired power plants

The second aim of the Climate Alliance is to take action towards preventing the construction of
new coal-fired power plants in Germany. Contemporary witnesses from countries particularly
affected by climate change will be invited to the demonstration. These guests will then report
back home on the origin of greenhouse gases and their effect on their home country.

Monitoring and Influencing climate policies

In addition to joint action-taking, the Climate Alliance monitors and tries to influence climate
policies on national, European and international level. It encourages member organisations to
present their concerns and perspectives. The Climate Alliance believes in participation!



DESSERT

Really freaky seems to me also the opportunity to print large posters and enormous amount of
cards, flyers, brooches. Moreover, all of them are not only bright, but also funny, with lots of
humour. [See http://www.die-klima-allianz.de/download for more details].

DRINKS

So, to make some conclusions | would like to say that German strategies and strong network
cooperation, charming people, excellent service, possibilities and freedom seem to be very
impressive, attractive, unusual and just a little bit freaky.

| reckon that our summer school is some kind of cooperation as well. Probably, it is not so wide
but nevertheless, every day we discuss some issues and it is really helpful and useful for each of
us to gain information we are interested in. | am sure we will cooperate even after our summer
school as well.

Hope it was tasty! ©

% % %k

2. Picture of Belarus in Berlin. Katia Stratskevich

Before | start contemplating on the topic | need to make a remark — all of the written below
reflects only a part of the picture that exists in the minds of people. But what is even more
important — all in all it will be the words that | choose when putting down people’s opinions.
These are the questions that | chose to ask, so in a way this little note reflects my own thoughts
as an author of this little composition.

So what do people of Berlin know about Belarus?

Before addressing potential speakers with this question, one should try to draw his/her own
picture of Belarus based on what one sees in Berlin. This seems to be a rather difficult task as
there’s not much to be found, and the material that can be traced down comes in bits and
pieces. Here’s what | personally was able to spot while being in Berlin for the last two weeks:
the Memorial dedicated to the Jews killed in the World War Il near the Brandenburger Tor. As
one wanders through the halls in the basement, sees faces and hears voices of people who fell
victims to the war one can’t help but often notice the name of our country in the inscriptions
on the walls. That may mean we live in the country that severely suffered from the horrors of
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the war over sixty year ago. Banks of the Spree river, Haus der Kulturen der Welt exhibition
dedicated to the fall of Berlin Wall twenty years ago. Pictures of the models on the walls,
shooting for GDR fashion magazine of that time. Two of the models are posing in front of the
setting familiar to me, | read the name of the place — Minsk city, 1980. So we are the country
that belonged to the soviet block back in the 1980-s, where the shooting of such pictures would
be possible. These were the only two times when | was reminded of the existence of such
country, no news flashes or reports devoted to Belarus in news papers or major TV channels for
the last two weeks. Not much, isn’t it?

However, let’s get back to the question posted above. What does the name “Belarus” stand for
in the opinions of the Berliners? Being asked this question fair share of the people | spoke did
know (or guessed) it is a name of the country. After all, this question usually followed a little
introduction of myself — “Hi! My name is Katja, and | come from Belarus...” Nevertheless, there
were also quite a few of those who confused the name of Belarus with something else.
Moreover, | got a feeling that if such a research would have been held on a larger scale (not just
my modest investigation of the issue), the majority of interlocutors here wouldn’t be aware of
the fact such country exists.

However, for majority of those who do know that Belarus is a country, the biggest challenge
was to point out on a map its’ location. Their closest guess was — “it is a part of Ukraine/Russia,
isn’t it?” Based on this assumption they correctly locate the country in the region of Eastern
Europe, but not as a sovereign state, but as a part of some other country. Could this be
reasoned by our soviet heritage and the fact that the country used to belong to the Soviet
Union? Quite possibly. After all, in historical terms, current day Belarus and its name are both
extremely young. But that is only one of the possible reasons. The other one seems to be even
more obvious and is right there in the German translation of the name of the country.
Weissrussland. Weiss Russland. White Russia. No wonder people associate us with the part of
Russia. Today we have to face the fact that such is the name of our country that has been
introduced (for reasons yet unknown to me, but definitely worthy of investigating) and used for
at least several decades in this country.

Over the past two weeks in Berlin we came across this issue, discussed and argued about it so
many times already, that there is no need to raise it one more time. | think by now each one of
us made up his/her mind in this regard. It would be more than silly if we refused to face the fact
that if people in Berlin do know anything about Belarus, they store it in their memory under the
name Weissrussland, not Belarus. Personally | think it would be correct to use the name
“Belarus” as it is put down in the main law, the constitution of our country, and as it is noted by
such reputable organizations as the United Nations, for example. But one has to keep in mind
that collective consciousness of people is a very slowly changing matter, and it will take years if
not decades for this relatively new name “Belarus” to replace the old one of “Weissrussland”.
From this perspective the question still remains open: is it better to stick with new “Belarus”
unknown to the majority of people in Germany? Or to allow old “Weissrussland” that is more
commonly known and that does contain at least some knowledge about the country? Seems
like even with all those discussions that we shared the question somehow still remains open...

But let us not get too far off the topic. Here are most frequent answers to my question about
what people in Berlin know about the country where | come from, whichever name you call it:



- Lukashenko is the name of the president of the country. There were cases when people
did not know the name of the guy, but made a general remark of the country as the
“last dictatorship of Europe”. And this is in a way thanks to him — we have to admit that
because of Lukashenko more people are aware of the existence of our country, and this
fact proves there is always the other side of the coin in any matter.

- Chernobyl catastrophy. The tragedy of Chernobyl affected and is still affecting the lives
of Belarusians, the scale of it is so big that it simply can not be forgotten.

- The capital of the country is Minsk. And that seems to be the only Belarusian city known
to the Germans.

- There are such sportsmen as ice-hockey player Salei and football player Gleb who are
originally from Belarus.

That was what people know about Belarus, which is only one side of the topic. While talking to
those who didn’t know much about the country | also came across some of the stereotypes that
live in their minds. So when being asked “what do you think of Belarus?” here’s what they
replied:

- “this must be a place a bit less safe (if not dangerous) because it is further to the East of
Poland”. Seems that in their minds they draw a fine line along the eastern border of
Poland that not only separates the EU from non-EU countries, but also divides the world
into two parts leaving Belarus behind together with other unknown and thus less safe
countries.

- as in all east-european countries, “vodka must be good there” which also leads to
“people drink lots of it (vodka) there”.

- “women are beautiful, often wear high heels and in some cases show “promiscuous
behaviour”. | think no comments are necessary on the last two points above.

But my review wouldn’t be complete if | didn’t mention some of the Germans that we met in
the course of our school in the last two weeks. These were the people who devoted a certain
share of their life to Belarus, who are constantly actively involved in activities related to our
country. These are the people who are dedicated to what they do and are deeply interested in
what is happening in our country. These are people who not only speak Belarusian language
with almost no accent, or who travelled to Belarus over a hundred times, these are the people
whose knowledge of the country very often exceeds our own. And | think such people deserve
deep respect in what they are and what they do.

So, if | now try to make a conclusion of what Germans know about our country today, all in all
the picture won’t be as optimistic as one would hope for. But | think in many ways it depends
on us whether people in Berlin and in all Germany in the future will think of our country as
White Russia with president Lukashenko, Chernobyl and wodka, or some other place called
Republic of Belarus with bright perspectives for its citizens.

% %k *x
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3. Representation of history in Berlin: History through architecture.
lhar Lameka

Berlin is well-known around the world as the capital of Germany and a city of rich history and
culture. Every year millions of tourists from different countries and even continents make a trip
to this city. Personal interests in Berlin could be of a wide range — someone likes its intensive
night life in clubs, another prefers long and thoughtful voyage through the exposition of
numerous museums. Anyway, it is completely impossible to visit Berlin and not to do some
sightseeing and not to see its famous architecture.

Berlin as a city was badly damaged by the Second World War and even until nowadays has not
reached the pre-war number of its inhabitants. Not everything but most buildings were
destroyed by the Allied bombardments and heavy fighting in the urban circumstances that took
place in April-May 1945. That’s the reason why Berlin is so modern in relation to its
architecture. Perhaps it wouldn’t be a big exaggeration to say that this city is a world capital of
modern architecture.

Nevertheless some historical sights were repaired or reconstructed in the recent time. After the
war the city was divided into Western and Eastern parts and this also finds representation in
the planning of the city and its architecture. The Berlin Wall became a symbol of divided
Germany and divided world into two camps.

So the main goal of my work was the attempt to collect the impressions of different people®
about the history of Berlin through the prism of its architecture (historical sights and memorial
places first of all).

The results of my little survey were not so obvious to imagine or in comparison to expected
findings. Because of historical background | see Berlin from unique vantage point so do my
colleagues. So all the reflections were divided into two parts: traditional and unexpected ones.

Traditional/usual/expected results

Most of them were my own impressions that were partially or in full amount shared by my
colleagues.

! the group of Belarusians that spent two weeks in Berlin
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e Potsdam — palaces and gardens of kingdom of Prussia and in what follows Imperial
Germany. Extremely significant was the fact that there are no evident links with the Nazi
regime in the complex of Potsdam.

e Brandenburg Gate is a landmark of Berlin from the end of the 18" century. This gate in
the form of the triumphal arch always reminds about the glorious past of this state.
That’s why it could be found on German euro coins (10 cent, 20 cent, and 50 cent).

e Siegessdule (Victory Column) — was built to honour German victories and the new-
established by the means of “blood and iron” German empire.

e Berliner Dom — was built for the pleasure of German emperor with the task to be bigger
than the Cologne cathedral?.

e Denkmal — the memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe - makes very strong
impressions to visitors because of its shape. It looks like the graveyard with no names on
the gravestones.

e The Berlin wall, East Side gallery, Checkpoint Charlie — there are plenty of evidences
and representations of German people’s drama. One nation was divided into two parts
and it was the tragedy of the world.

e Fernsehturm (TV tower) at Alexanderplatz — is the symbol of Eastern Berlin, the
evidence of the communistic power and to some extent a monument to the Soviet
space program.

Unexpected opinions

e The axis Reichstag-Lafayette gallery-Sony Centre — three buildings new or rebuilt (in the
case of Reichstag) with one general element — the reversed pyramid or even spiral. They
are situated not far away from each other and their projects were made by non-German
architects (British, French and American — as three zones of Western Berlin occupation).
The form of whirlwind consciously or unconsciously represents the sign of destruction
that formed Berlin of these days in the middle of the 20" century.

e Cobbled streets — the special trait of old cities. And Berlin is not the exception.

e Library of Humboldt’s university with a memorial to books that were burned by the
Nazi regime. Numerous memorials not only to people but even to the books that
suffered during the history is the trademark of Berlin sights.

e Bear statues — the present and future of Germany is closely linked with the European
Union and multicoloured bears that are presented to Berlin by other countries of EU
should show these symbolic bonds.

e Subway and the bridges of Imperial Berlin were illustrations of industrial power of the
country in the end of 19" - beginning of the 20" century.

Through the architecture of Berlin we could see the past, present and even future of this city
and the whole country. Numerous layers represent difficult and ambiguous history of Berlin —
German Empire, the Weimar Republic, Nazi Germany, East Germany and finally, unified
Democratic Germany.

* %k %k

® The biggest Catholic church in Germany
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4. Ecological Consciousness in Germany and Belarus. Alena Rybik

Though ecological issues tend to be the most burning ones nowadays, for some reason they
remain rather abstract. That means that even in most ecologically conscious countries, with
plenty of information available, people still seem unaware of real ways to solve global
ecological problems. We’ve all got used to the thought that we should do something in order to
save our planet, but very often we shift the responsibility to the government or just people
from above, i.e. we adhere to the rules existing in the community we live in, no matter if they
support ecological issues or not. And we forget that the whole is always composed by its
smallest counterparts. In other words, ecological problems of the Earth are to be solved simply
by implementing ecological consciousness of every person on that Earth. But the word “simply”
doesn’t reflect real simpliness, as we’ll see on the examples of Germans and Belarusians, two
nations which are rather different in their sense of ecological consciousness.

At first glance it is difficult to find a nation more ecologically concerned than Germans. The very
fact that every year the Bundesministerium fuer Umwelt, Naturschutz und Reaktorsicherheit
carries out a special survey of people’s ecological consciousness which is called
“Umweltbewusstsein in Deutschland” (“Ecological consciousness in Germany”), and issue a
brochure afterwards which is printed on the recycled paper (100% old paper), shows that the
government and people are concerned about these issues. And the results of the survey display
as well that 90% of respondents consider the environmental protection to be an important
political task. And in fact most German people prove themselves to be ecologically conscious in
their everyday life, which is even more important than just answering the questions of a survey.
That means, for them it’'s normal to gather empty bottles to hand them in at shops in order
they’ll be recycled; to use a plug for a kitchen sink for washing up rather than do this under the
flowing water; to distinguish garbage accurately and be very careful while choosing the right
litter-bin on the street to drop an empty pack. These are just few examples of everyday life
expressions of ecological consciousness of Germans. And what is even more important, they
even don’t think while performing those simple actions, it’s just like to brush teeth in the
morning. In my view, that’s a crucial point — such things should be just useful habits but in order
to acquire them a lot of work — both inside and outside — has to be done.

On the other hand, as some Germans involved in the ecological movement on the large scale
(e.g. people from Deutscher Naturschutzring) confess, there’s much more to be done. The very
important example is that many elderly people and even ecological movements try to deal with
the problems mentioned only on the national level. They say that it’s only important to solve
ecological problems in Germany, and they don’t care about the rest of the world. It is obviously
nonsense, for it is possible to create a single clean and healthy area on the Earth if only you put
it into the vacuum. The younger generation of ecological movement of Germany, especially
NGOs, understands this and tries to deal with the ecological problems on the international
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level, persuading other less developed in terms of ecology countries to think about what is
going on with the Earth.

One of such countries is unfortunately Belarus. It is not known for its care for ecology and as far
as ecological consciousness is concerned, we can speak about very low level of it. Though
Belarusian cities and towns are very clean in comparison to many ones of some European
countries, at their homes the Belarusians don’t create their own ecologically clean
environment. The very fact that in terms of energy consuming Belarus, the country with not so
many powerful factories and plants, has the energy intensity of 2 — 2.3 times bigger than in the
developed countries, e.g. Ireland or even the USA, proves that the Belarusians are careless
about issues of energy saving and the whole ecology as well.

In order to make a little survey on the personal ecological consciousness of Berlin Summer
School participants from Belarus I've proposed them to answer some very simple questions
(the text of the survey is attached). The results were not surprising for me, for we are talking
about (let us hope) the representatives of the most intelligent and intellectual part of
Belarusian society. Most people have given the affirmative answer to the question “Do you
consider yourself as ecologically conscious?” Whereas most people asked would prefer bicycle
as a means of transport if there’s no difference in time consuming, more than a half agreed not
to buy food products with genetically modified organisms even if the state supports producing
and selling these. There were some contradictory points, however, for example the link
between energy saving and lowering people’s standard of living and some others. But in
general, | would say it would be really beneficiary if at least half of people in Belarus react to
the ecological problems like my colleagues.

But in the end I've come to the conclusion that really high ecological consciousness is the result
of long-term work made by the government, by society, by people around you and with you. It
should become a useful habit. For most Germans it is, for majority of the Belarusians it is not.
Hopefully we’ll make some progress in future, but for now it’s a sore subject.

% %k %k

5. LGBT (Lesbian-Gay-Bisexual-Transgender) Situation in Berlin.
Sergey Yenin

1. Foreword

I have never idealized Paris, but between me and this conglomerate
of bourgeois estates will always be something similar to love
James Baldwyn, “Giovanni’s room”
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Sergey Gavrilin said: “I’'m feeling culturally shocked. Look at everyone here: they are lying on
the grass as if it's an ordinary thing for everyone. | can only imagine what | would say to a
confused policeman if | was lying on the grass in Gomel”.

Schoéneberg. The center of gay and lesbian life of Europe. On Motzstasse there is no need in
finding out whether there are any gay-friendly establishments. | would rather ask if there are
any hetero-friendly ones. Bars, pubs, cafes, clubs, shops — here and there you can find rainbow
symbolic, so no wonder the first time | visited Schéneberg | felt as if | had come to my home
planet.

2. Inthe beginning

Be lin wasn’t always as tolerant as nowadays. In medieval times attitude to homosexuals
depended on sexual orientation of a monarch, so rules and moral standards have been
changing all the time. In 1869 the term “homosexuality” was invented by Napoleon to help
homosexual people oppose church’s pressure. This French legal line in Germany existed till
fascist times. Then paragraph 175, according to which men who had sexual relationship with
men were prosecuted by the law, was introduced, but actually there was no law against lesbian
women. It’s probably the reason of arguments between older gay and lesbian people about the
monument to homosexuals, victims of holocaust (a video of two kissing men is permanently
shown inside the monument, and lesbians want a video of two kissing women to be shown
there as well, although no lesbians used to fall victims).

The LGBT movement started with sexual research of Dr. Magnus Hirschfelt (by the way | was
pleasantly surprised when | was told about a new foundation named after Magnus Hirschfelt
which deals with LGBT projects) and a gay movie “It Is Not the Homosexual Who Is Perverse,
But the Society in Which He Lives” by Rosa von Praunheim. Some people, especially those, who
are closely acquainted to Rosa von Praunheim, claim that she/he was only a cameraman, but
not the screenwriter. The original screenwriter is supposed to be Dr. Martin Dannecker, the
philosopher, sociologist and psychologist of Institut fur Sexualwissenschaft. Nowadays Aunt
Magnolia (Dr. Magnus Hirschfelt) and Rosa von Praunheim are the most fabulous LGBT-stars of
Berlin, as their contribution to the movement was efficiently great. In former SchwuZ the
lounge room was called “aunt Magnolia lounge” to commemorate the gay-icon. Now the
lounge room has another name: “Popsi Boston lounge” after a famous drag queen of 20"
century, but old visitors of SchwuZ remember the old good “aunt Magnolia lounge”. Unity,
national identity and primary issues of democracy in the country helped “lesbischwulen” win
this difficult battle. Paragraph 175 has been constantly changing (60s, 80s), there was even
restriction for gay people under 16 (East) and under 18 (West) to have sex, until finally in 1994
paragraph 175 was totally abolished.

3. Long hard road out of hell
Years of repressions and hundreds of victims made people care about further happy existence
of LGBT community. More and more people became obsessed with the idea of equal rights for

everyone.

In 1973 in East Berlin a group of gay and lesbian people HIB (Homosexual Interest Group Berlin)
began gathering in a basement of Charlotte, who lived in Mahlsdorf, outside Berlin, where they
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were organizing talks and parties. More and more people were joining them, so later on they
created a room of their own. The group grew bigger and bigger until they were forced to leave.
In the 1980s the tradition of the Sunday’s meeting in different public rooms under the code
name “Sonntags-Club” started because it was only possible to rent rooms on Sundays without
revealing the true intention and identity of the participants of the meetings. After meetings
people were leaving special “Sonntags-Club” notifications as secret tokens on small pieces of
paper, so that other people from the LGBT community could find them. Nowadays Sonntags-
Club has an official status and provides groups of people with rooms, cheap food’n’drinks and
with psychological support.

“Everything started with Rosa von Praunheim’s movie”, says Fray Fritz, psychosociologist from
Sonntags-Club. “Gay and lesbian people were excited and encouraged to take position in such
an open and provocative way. First the meetings consisted only of gay men, but a little bit later
a lot of lesbian women joined them. Now Sonntags-Club consists mainly of transsexuals.”

During my 3-day internship in Sonntags-Club I’'ve seen different groups with different interests:
“Jugendgruppe” for gay and lesbian people under 28, “40plus gruppe” for people over 40,
“lesben 45+ gruppe” for lesbian people over 45 etc. But the group that captured my attention
at once was “Deti Radugi” for Russian-speaking immigrants. The leader of the group, Kay, says:
“We gather to speak Russian. Russian is a very passionate language and living in Berlin you feel
lack of Russian communication. Long ago, after | came to Berlin from Kiev after graduation, |
started giving advertisements to local newspapers to find out Russian-speaking gays. It was
really extraordinary then, but more and more people began writing me letters. Later on, | have
organized a group of Russian-speaking gays and now we have about 50 participants per
meeting. There are 200.000 of Russian immigrants living here in Berlin, so you see, my work is
important.” These guys were chatting about politics, weather, Russian art and culture, and |
didn’t hear a word about discrimination. Dima, a guy from Kiev, says: “We dont feel isolated
either as Slavic people or as gays. We always feel united, no matter what nationality we belong
to.” Really, the unity of LGBT community is worth appreciating.

Now we are going back to Schéneberg. At the very exit of U-bahn station Nollendorfplatz one
can see a rainbow bear, a symbol of Berlin, well known in the whole world, that cheers up many
tourists from everywhere. Everyone is trying to take picture of it, but the owners of Bruno’s
sex-shop situated nearby are often obliged to wash windows from spits and floors of the shop
from broken chicken eggs... 5 meters from the bear an “Ebab” tourist agency for gay people is
situated. Just in the same building there is an informational and supporting center “Mann-O-
Meter”. Mann-O-Meter is an umbrella organization, generally dealing with HIV problems, but in
one of the rooms a “Maneo” project has an office. “We have a hotline for gay people. Every
case of violence and hassgewalt is being put down in our archives”, said Bastian Finke,
sociologist, MANEO-projectmanager and the chairperson of MANEO-werkstatt 3. “The problem
is that only about 10% of the cases were reported to the police. Trust in the police is less than
poor.” Indeed, in Belarus the basic problem of homosexuals is the lack of trust in the police, so |
couldn’t help asking how they solved this problem. “The political pressure on the police started
in 1990s. We were just pointing them at their obligatory work and proclaiming to do this work
properly. The smartest way is cooperation, because sustainable prevention work also saves
costs. Strategic partnerships ultimately made work of the police easier as well in face of tight
budgets is a convincing argument.” Maneo project educates policemen in academies. In each
police department there are so-called lions, special detectives working with hate crimes.
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Another place of internship was “Gladt”. This is an organization of double-discriminated people.
They are mostly Turkish, so they feel isolated and more vulnerable for homophobes due to
both their sexual orientation and nationality. “Gladt” is a young organization, but they are
constantly growing up in quantity of members and quality of held actions. “It’s not a secret that
our main offenders are neo-Nazi. We try to help every victim and prevent every occasion of
hassgewalt. We are also organizers of alternative gay-pride in Berlin, and every time the pride
takes place we have more and more participants.”

The most colorful participants of prides all over the world are extremely queer-looking nuns
with bras on their heads and numerous kilograms of makeup on their faces. | was really lucky to
meet one of those cheerful nuns on Friedrichshain festival in Berlin. Sister Catherine, totally
fabulous drag nun, told me such a story...

“In 1979 in San Francisco, California, one guy decided to chase away heterosexual people from
a gay beach using non-loaded machine gun. Needless to say, he succeeded. This was the
beginning of something new to San Francisco people. But it didn’t lead to violence, no one took
guns to chase away heterosexual people from other gay beaches. It was the start of fabulous
movement of SPI (Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence).”

SPI or OPI (Order of Perpetual Indulgence) has its own mission statements and vows, as well as
structure of membership and even saints. The Sisters’ mission statement describes the
organization and its aims thus: “The Sisters devote ourselves to commune service, ministry and
outreach to those on the edges, and to promoting human rights, respect for diversity and
spiritual enlightenment. The Sisters believe all people have rights to express their unique joy
and beauty and use humor and irrelevant wit to expose the forces of bigotry, complacency and
guilt that chain in the human spirit.”

“When people see us, the first thing that crosses their mind is that they can receive assistance.
We are dressed like nuns to show people that we can help, that we are not dangerous, but
even benevolent and caring”, says Catherine.

During my stay in Berlin I've talked to politicians and many activists of different NGOs: AHA,
LSVD, Begine. I've also heard lots of advises on how to achieve gay rights in Belarus, but the
only conclusion | came to is that it’s too late for sustainable decreasing of homophobia level in
Belarus. We have nothing to do with the police, as police is the weapon of our authorities via
which they control people. We can’t also succeed via networking since streets but not Internet
is the battlefield. Visiting Bundestag with Marc Berthold today | found a good way of solving the
problem of inequality in Belarus. Inviting many European politicians and also representatives of
LGBT commission of European Parliament and European media-workers to Belarusian prides
will make a great international resonance in the society and maybe will prevent mass violence.
There is still a lot to discuss, and there is no time for that, but we should give it a try.

%k %k %k
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6. Minority Rights in Faces. Roma People. Volha Aleinikava

Whoever sets up a hierarchy between languages is setting up a
hierarchy between people
Miklds Kontra, linguist

The Roma are a unique minority in Europe. Unlike other groups, the Roma have no historical
homeland and are found in nearly all countries in Europe and Central Asia. Historical
documents and legends trace Roma origins to northern India, and records indicate that they
came to Europe in waves of migration between the ninth and fourteenth centuries. Increasing
evidence suggests that Roma in Central and Eastern Europe have disproportionately suffered
the adverse affects of transition from socialism. Roma workers were frequently among the first
to lose their jobs at the outset of restructuring and, for various reasons including a low
educational status, have faced significant barriers.

These findings have raised attention within countries and among the international community.
A key issue which is emphasized repeatedly is that of education among the Roma. Evidence of
low and declining levels of education among Roma children is a serious development with clear
future implications. Lack of access to education lessens future labor market opportunities and
the ability of individuals to move, and remain out of poverty.

While one of the most important aims of education is to obtain a good working position,
another educational benefit is literacy. Literacy is imagined to be vital in today’s society where
even the most basic needs such as obtaining a driving license, filling in a social security form, or
requesting a residence permit require literacy. That’s why the very first thing we should start
from is education. And to start from education we need lots of instruments. The most
important and not easy-to-get instrument is knowledge about children. Roma children are the
representatives of Roma nation. What do you know about Roma? Till the very first day of my
internship | believed that | knew much about them. All my knowledge turned out to be the
smallest drop in the huge ocean called Roma.

The first day of my internship began with getting acquainted with my supervisor Antje Hofert, a
guide to the world of the Roma, to Berlin, Germany and to life on the whole. We had an
introductive talk and started our way to Antje’s friend Willi Bising. Willi was Antje’s colleague
during the work at RAA Berlin (The Regional Centre for Education, Integration and Democracy).
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Now he deals with different projects on Roma people, and he is a very talented artist (the
pictures I've seen at his house impressed me very much), having his own exhibitions.

Willi’s father was killed by the Nazis in 1944 at the age of 40. He was a soldier himself, that’s
why it’s a double grief for him to know that his father was killed by the people he trusted.

Willi told us that during the 2" World War the Roma people were taken to the concentration
camps. But to talk about their past was forbidden until the 1980s. And there were not (and still
are not) any subsidies for them. When the war began Roma communities were out of the
society, that’s why they didn’t have any subsidies.

It’s really hard for Willi to speak about his past mainly because of lots of prejudices and
intolerance towards the Roma people. To his mind the only way to overcome these prejudices
is to ask oneself a question “What do we know about the Roma people?”

The next place to visit this day was a monument to the Roma people killed during WW Il which
is still being built now. I'm always respectful to the people who commemorate the past no
matter whether it reveals good or evil traits and features. The only question which remains
open for me is why the authorities needed so much time to build such a memorial...

The second day began with a small over thought of the previous one, we had a talk with Antje
but I'll talk about this a little bit later.

Then we went to Kreuzberg to one of the places where representatives of different nations live.
There we met Miman — a 28-years-old young man, the son of a woman-“hustarbeiter” who had
2 jobs and no time to spend with her child and to help him to cope with different problems,
especially with the facts of discrimination and intolerance.

Miman is originally from Macedonia but he was born in Germany. He told us a little bit about
the history of Roman community. First Roma people came to Germany about 150 years ago
after being slaves. The second wave took place in the 1960s. With the third wave came
refugees from Yugoslavia who had and still have lots of problems with adaptation and
acceptance. The main reason of low acceptance level is to Miman's mind that German people
do not know anything about Roma. Miman advices to get acquainted with Roma culture from
the school age. And he names 5 things which should be given to any child at school: attention,
security, love, protection and personal contact.

Miman himself was involved in different projects with Roma people, especially children.
Together with his friends he organized 3-month free courses on music for Roma children (12-15
persons). At the end of these courses the children presented their achievements in the form of
concert provided with food and drinks.

Now Miman tries to stop German authorities to deport some Roma to their homeland. Actually
it's not the case when people do not want return to their motherland. But these people have
children who are under 20 y.o. and who were born in Germany. It will be a great difficulty for
these children and youngsters to survive in their homeland mainly because of the language
differences. And to prevent people from deportation you need to have about 300 signatures,
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only then you'll have an opportunity to have a talk with the authorities but it doesn’t mean that
the case will de solved in favor of the Roma.

We have discussed many other topics but it's impossible to cover all of them. | admired Miman
very much because of his eagerness to help people not to survive but to live a full life,
beginning with the very first steps of a child.

During the third day my internship didn't take much time but what concerns information and
experience it wasn't the least.

| visited organization called RAA Berlin (The Regional Centre for Education, Integration and
Democracy) and had a talk with Christoph Leucht — a promoter for democratic school
development and intercultural projects. There are about 60 people involved in the organization
and 10-11 from them are Roma people with education. The main aim of RAA Berlin is to raise
the chances of children of different nations to receive good education.

Christoph showed me 2 films — projects made by a group of 4 Roma youngsters — about what
prejudices about Roma people the Germans have, and what Roma themselves think about
these prejudices. There were people who said that they didn't have any prejudices about
Roma. Such an answer is similar to “It’s not my business and | don’t care”. Here you can see the
most popular answers:
1) Prejudice about stealing — they don't have much money, they are always travelling,
other people can steal too
2) They are always dancing and singing — Roma people have talents in their blood
3) They lead an easy life — it's not true, they have lots of difficulties, they always have to
move somewhere because of the problems with the surroundings
(common people answered these questions)

v

On the fourth day we visited Marzahn — a former concentration camp for Roma and Sinti during
the WW Il. The atmosphere of the place is equal to the atmosphere of any other place,
commemorating people killed during the war times. Roma and Sinti people were kept there
from 1935 till 1944, lots of families have suffered.

Then we went to SOS Kinderdorf e.V. — an organization which supports children from different
families: Roma, Arabian, Turkish, German, and Yugoslavian. We had a lively and useful
discussion on different topics, but mainly on how to work with Roma children and children on
the whole. The women told me about 2 very interesting projects which are taking place at the
moment:

1) “Mother for mothers” — a project for young low-educated women in order to help them
to practice in dealing with children in informal way.

2) “Strong girls” — this project involves young girls which are kept at home, don't attend
any schools, because of a strong forbid to communicate with boys. There are no elder
boys involved in the project, that's why parents usually allow their daughters to come
together and do some practice on music, dances and different other things.
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| appreciated this visit very much. These women with lots of their own problems, with their
own children are so strong in their activity, in their enormous eagerness to help other people.
They are so optimistic and satisfied with their work. One can always admire such persons and
wish all the best for their future work.

\"

The last day of internship was a bit of relaxation and pleasant talks with Antje. From the very
first day of our acquaintance | understood how lucky | was to have such a competent, broaden-
minded and open-hearted woman as a supervisor. She told me the story of how she began to
work with Roma people.

Her former husband studied Sanskrit and one day he heard some familiar words in the street.
He turned towards the people who were talking, they were from Romania and spoke Romanian
language, similar to Sanskrit. From 1991-1994 Antje’s family went home to Romanian refugees
every weekend. One day they returned from Poland and found out that the family of their
friends was deported to Romania. It was very hard for those people to change their way of life,
to find new jobs (actually there were no jobs for them). Antje tried to make all possible things
for her friends. Many of them were really worth doing and had progress. But you know, it's
always difficult to be a black sheep. But the problems can be lessened if you are a kind of
optimistic black sheep.

So lots of thanks to the people from the Heinrich Boll Foundation for organization of such a
thorough internship for me. And huge and best regards to Antje being tolerant to all my
guestions, and being so frank with the answers.

Conclusion

Once | was a child and | thought that all people were equal. Growing up | came through terrible
intolerance and hate among people. | was lucky to be born and brought up in my original
society. I've never experienced racial intolerance. Till my 13’s | even didn't know what racism
was. Then slowly | began getting acquainted with people of different nations. The more | was
talking about new acquaintances the more prejudices | heard among my surroundings. “Never
deal with the Americans — they always behave like that and talk like this. Why are you talking
about the Germans? Don't you remember the past?...The French? Oh! They're always flying in
the clouds. The Ukrainians are too greedy for money” and bla-bla-bla. People with dark skin
were always out of the question, a so-called “closed” topic. And of course a special view my
surroundings had on Roma people. The only word suitable for describing the situation was
“fear”. Fear of everything: to talk with Roma, sit or stay nearby them, give them your hand and
etc. “When you see a Roma cross the street immediately. Never stop” — the majority told.

During my childhood | had Roma friends. And | couldn’t realize what was wrong with them.
Why there were so many prejudices about them in our society. Some years later | got the idea.
Nothing was wrong with the Roma; the problem was with the Belarusians. You know, people
who had prejudices and dirty talks about the Roma had them about other people and about the
Belarusians as well.

After graduation from the university with a master’s degree on pedagogics | was sent as a
young specialist to one of the schools at my hometown. There | met some Roma children, in my
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classes as well. Of course | was curious about how to work with them, were there any
difficulties and so on. From 7 headmistresses of the primary school only one woman told me
that | should treat those children in a way similar to other pupils. All the other teachers advised
simply not to pay any attention towards Roma. | was acting in my own way, and | realized and
got to know more about Roma people, but not enough to convince others to accept them. And
now I'm here, in Berlin, with a huge amount of information inside my mind, with a different
view on what's happening here and in my country, with a great desire to improve my work at
school, especially work with Roma children, who are not different from the others, may be the
only thing is that they have more problems with adaptation and socialization and with a process
of education as a result.

%k %k %

7. Life of homeless people in Berlin. Volha Martynenka

The text is dedicated to my Polish friend Sylwia who works with homeless women in Wroctaw, a
Western Polish city where | have lived for 9 months in 2008-2009. She told me a lot about her
work, the people she works with, and inspired me greatly as a compassionate and open-minded
woman. Sylwia told me that the abuse is often the reason why the women appear in the
streets.

In Minsk | have friends who are active in the Food not Bombs movement, sometimes | also
come to their actions. The purpose of the participants of the movement is to feed homeless
people, they make regular spots in the districts of the city where the homeless people meet,
spreading vegetarian food and clothes. The activists of the movement often have conflicts with
the Belarusian police which tries to interfere in their activities. Food not Bombs action is not
only a charitable action in my country, it is also the action which makes the homeless people
visible, which carries this problem on to the surface, and it is very uncomfortable for the
authorities which would rather prefer to pretend that this problem doesn’t exist and hide or
oppress these people. The idea of Food not Bombs is not charity but just distribution of social
wealth. The movement challenges the existing status quo by asking the question: why, in the
capitalist society, so much money is being spent on the arms instead on feeding people?

The problem of homeless people really concerned me when | lived in London in 2007. | was so
impressed by the quantity of people living on the streets there. Women and men, young and
old, black and white, they were sleeping in their sleeping bags in the parks, in the corridors of
the tube, on the church porches, and searched for food in the refuse bins.
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We invited two homeless persons in the squat where | lived, Rosa from Latvia and David from
Mozambique. Both of them were quite old and didn’t speak proper English. | also volunteered
in London for a while for the charity organization “CRISIS” and participated in the Food not
Bombs actions. Each Saturday we prepared delicious food, using fruit and vegetables which we
skipped from the Covent Garden market.

| can’t say that there are no homeless people in Belarus, or that they are in a better situation
than in Great Britain or Germany. Their life is hard everywhere. But | only know, that one
cannot starve to death in Berlin or London where such a huge amount of food is wasted. It is
possible to live there from the refuse bin.

What inspired me is that in Berlin there is a possibility for the homeless people to earn money
without begging: they sell charitable newspapers in the trains and at the streets. It is a kind of
employment for them while they earn money — ca. 10 % from selling the newspaper. | think,
such activities are not so humiliating as begging. There are two different newspapers: “Motz”
and “Strassenfeger”, both cost 1,20 Euro. There are about 10 persons in Berlin who spread
these newspapers. It’s their regular job, they do it from the early morning time till midnight. |
have seen one girl several times and bought the “Strassenfeger” newspaper from her. She
looked very poorly, actually, | think, she has a kind of disability. She almost cried telling us
about the new edition of the newspaper, almost begging. | felt sorry for her. She made me feel
uncomfortable through displaying her disability and poverty in the U-bahn. And | didn’t trust
her completely. Probably, my heart became too uncompassionate.

There are several organizations for the homeless people in Berlin. People in crisis situations
could get professional help, including psychological consultation, the possibility to stay
overnight, free of charge clothes and toiletry.

There are tremendous differences between the homeless people who are honestly speaking
have rather parasitic lifestyle and don’t want to change their situation and quite often are
broken physically and mentally by the various kinds of oppression/exploitation. They associate
themselves with the existing system and try to live out of it, in contrast to the self-organized
movement of the people without houses — the squatters’ movement.

Squatters are the people who settle themselves in the abandoned houses, they use the space
which either doesn’t belong to anyone or is left by the owners. While homeless people without
houses are treated by the government of any country rather as consumers who only can obtain
the goods, the squatters’ movement is treated as the movement which contraposes itself to the
government. That is why the laws on terrorism are often used against squatters. At the same
time, the squatters, in contrast to the homeless people living on the streets, don’t give up and
try to change their situation through the struggle for a distinct living.

There are dozens of squats in Berlin which present the alternative to the miserable life of the
homeless people. Squats are an example of the alternative culture created by the self-
organized people who have the same interests and who fight against the privilege of private
ownership which often contradicts with the right for life.

Several homeless people in Berlin especially attracted my attention— a skinny teenager girl

selling the street newspaper, she wore glasses and twisted her mouth begging, a drunken
women of New Age style without teeth, who was rather cheerful and imaginative when | took
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pictures of her, two guys from Hungary fighting at the S-bahn station, a punk with a T-shirt with
crossed swastika at Alexanderplatz, and disabled woman in the wheelchair at Schoeneberg who
was stunning angry and noisy with her mop of uncombed hair, and a helping man selling
newspaper at the corner of the street. They are not people without faces, they have their
personal stories, and their stories are the story of Berlin, its hopes and its dramas.

Each of them, when | asked where he or she lives, answered that he or she lives somewhere.
And each of them has his or her own story, or even several stories, fictional and true ones, - the
choice depends on the listener. It is always a question why do they lose their houses and why
some of them prefer to live on the streets.

Homeless people are the most stigmatized people within the society, they are treated as
rubbish almost everywhere and almost by everyone — from the police to the officials of the
nongovernmental organizations who work with them. They are dirty, they are ill, they are the
others to blame or to be scared of. This scape-goating happens in spite of the fact that they
were once the part of the society, but, because of different reasons (swindle, disease,
discrimination, violence, crime, drug and alcohol addiction, unhappy love affair), they were
thrown away. They just were not strong enough in order to confront with the injustices of the
system or went broke as a result. But | think that their situation is the result of both internal
and external factors. They are not only the victims of the inequality existing within the society,
they also have chosen to live like that, while there is free will and each person is responsible for
his or her choices.

The existence of the homeless people, as well as their quantity, displays the disparity of the
capitalist system, which creates unequal chances and such big amounts of risks that not
everyone is strong enough to cope with them. These people need respect and equal attitude;
they need protection, safety, self-realization and education. In order to obtain this it is
necessary to work out a new attitude towards these people, which will treat them not as
victims and parasites, but as persons first of all. They have their own stories to tell.

%k %k %k

8. Sustainable development in Germany and Belarus: energetic
aspect. Natalia Sirotko

In my topic | want to describe the problem of reneweable energy in comparison with Germany
and Belarus. | want to give emphasis on ecology because today it is one of the most actual and
important global problems.
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I. Renewable energy in Germany

Renewable energy accounted for 5.8 percent of primary energy consumption in Germany in
2006 and the share of renewable energy in total gross electricity consumption rose to 12
percent. In relation to total road traffic, the contribution of biofuels to fuel supply reached 6.6
percent and, in the heat market, renewables' share in total heat provision was 6 percent. The
Federal government has provided the impetus for this development, particularly by regulating
the payment for electricity from renewable energy fed into the grid through the Renewable
Energy Sources Act (EEG), and through other support programmes such as the market incentive
programme for renewable energy (MAP). As a result, renewable energy technologies in
Germany have become an important industrial sector with high annual growth rates in the last
few years. Many innovative German companies have advanced to become international
technological leaders, providing key components for the wind energy, hydropower, solar
energy, geothermic and biomass sectors. "Renewables made in Germany" are considered
among the world leaders and are therefore being used all over the world. The Federal Ministry
of Economics is supporting this dynamic industry with a multitude of instruments and wishes to
use these pages to provide information on innovative technologies and successful "made in
Germany" projects, as well as events and ways in which companies can participate in the
foreign trade fairs of the Renewable Energy Export Initiative. (Source: the working group on
renewable energy statistics AGEE-Stat).

A. Solar power

The sun is an enormous power plant. Every day it supplies us with eighty times more energy
than is needed in Germany. The solar industry is a new industrial sector in Germany which has
seen enormous growth over the last number of years thanks to state support through the EEG.
German solar technology turnover has risen within the last six years from around 450 million
euros to some 4.9 billion euros. The companies in the industry have been investing 500 million
euros annually in the construction, expansion and modernisation of their solar factories in
order to increase their production capacities with solar modules, solar cells and inverters.
Although Germany's geographical position on the world map does not make it the ideal
location for solar energy due to it only receiving moderate levels of solar radiation, it has
become the largest solar thermal market in Europe, helped by the MAP. Germany takes second
place only to Japan in the world in photovoltaic power generation. The export services and
deliveries of the German solar industry include planning, construction, equipment, systems
engineering, operation, monitoring, finance packages and training. In addition to this, they are
providers of cross-sectoral consulting services, such as technical consultation, feasibility studies,
environmental impact studies, audits and measurement instrumentation.

B. Hydropower

Hydropower has been used since the inception of electricity generation at the end of the 19th
century as, for example, a form of propulsion in mills and sawmills. For a long time it was the
only significant regenerative energy source for power generation. Nowadays, hydropower is a
fully-developed technology and the most used source of renewable energy in the world after
traditional biomass. According to figures from various sources, about 16 to 19 percent of the
world's entire net power consumption comes from this energy source. In Germany,
hydropower was the most important regenerative energy source for a long time, but more
power has been generated from wind than hydropower since 2004.
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The opportunities for the economically viable use of hydropower depend to a large extent on
the naturally-occurring conditions within a particular country. More than 20 countries in the
world, such as Norway and Paraguay, cover up to 90 percent of their energy needs by means of
hydropower and many others, such as Austria, Brazil, Venezuela and Canada, do so to a large
extent.The amount of hydropower generated in Germany has generally been stable for a
number of years.

C. Wind power
Since the first wind turbines were built at the beginning of the 90s, power generation from
wind energy has seen dynamic growth thanks to state-supported programmes. With more than
a third of the world's installed capacity, no other country has more wind turbines than
Germany, the German Wind Energy Association (BWE) believes.

According to the IKEE (Information Campaign for Renewable Energy), the wind energy industry
has developed into an enormous economic factor, with a 5.64 billion euro turnover in Germany
in 2006 and more than 73,800 people employed in the sector. Services provided by German
manufacturers of wind turbines include planning, construction, equipment, systems
engineering, plant supervision, finance packages and training. Exports are already playing a very
important and ever-increasing role in the German wind industry.

D. Biomass

Bioenergy is mankind's oldest source of energy. Humans have been using biomass as an energy
source for many thousands of years. Wood, for instance, was the most important material for
heating and cooking for a long time until it was superseded by coal, crude oil and natural gas.
Biomass is the most important renewable energy source worldwide. Even today, on average,
seven percent of Asia's primary energy consumption is supplied by firewood, ten percent in
Latin America and an estimated 40 percent in Africa, which can, however, lead in part to
disastrous consequences for the forests and soils of the countries affected. Although wood and
charcoal are principally considered renewable energy sources, even extensive re-forestation
measures often cannot compensate for unusually excessive exploitation. Such serious problems
are the opposite side of the coin to the various advantages of bioenergy vis-a-vis other
regenerative energy sources - energy from biomass can be stored and used as required and it
has a high degree of efficiency. When combusted, it releases exactly the same amount of
carbon dioxide (CO2) as has been previously absorbed by growing plants during photosynthesis.
Thanks to this closed CO2 cycle, biomass is a climate-friendly energy source which doesn't
generate any additional greenhouse gases.

There are diverse methods for the relatively new practice of using biomass to generate
electricity, such as producing steam by burning solid biomass and driving steam turbines or
steam engines, or biomass gasification to generate power in the gas turbines of biogas plants.
The various technologies that can be used to generate electricity can basically also be used for
combined heat and power so that electricity, heat and, if necessary, cooling can be produced at
the same time and to very high degrees of efficiency. Block-type thermal power stations, gas
turbines, fuel cells and Stirling engines are some of the innovative technologies in the combined
heat and power sector. The most important biofuels for powering vehicles at the moment are
alcohol fuels, for use in petrol engines and high-powered fuel cells, vegetable oils (mainly
rapeseed and sunflower oil in Germany) and biodiesel for use in diesel engines. New processes
for generating synthetic biofuels are being developed, such as BTL (biomass to liquid).
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E. Geothermics

Geothermal energy is the energy stored in the form of heat underneath the solid surface of the
Earth. Enormous temperatures of up to 6,000 degrees Celsius reign in the Earth's interior,
visible in volcanoes, hot springs and geysers. This warmth heats up layers of rock and soil as
well as underground water reservoirs and can be used for providing heat, cooling, for
generating electricity and for desalinating seawater. The constant warming of the Earth's
surface by the sun can be used for heating purposes by means of heat pumps. Geothermal heat
is particularly interesting when it comes to generating electricity as it is available at all times,
irrespective of the season, weather or climatic conditions. Geothermal heat is one of the
world's richest sources of renewable energy.

| want to say that for me Germany is a good example of achieving sustainability and a reference
for other countries. It’s very important that both government and NGO advocate the politics of
sustainable development in Germany.

Il. Sustainable development in Belarus

Nowadays the economical situation in Belarus may be characterized as not a quick crisis. But it
makes the Sustainable development more possible than in the West. Because we have three
ways to solve the crisis:

1) go back to the “socialism” (people want it because many of them lived better in that
times);

2) go forward to the market, trying to follow world’s markets and western standards of
consumption (it’s a question, because if ever citizen of the world will consume as much
as an average citizen of USA, all the resources of the planet would end in 10 days );

3) the way of Sustainable development, it means development of alternative energy,
realizing of building technologies from the natural recycled materials etc.

There were some documents about the conception of Sustainable development in

Belarus (both from governmental and nongovernmental structures). The main peculiarity of the
official strategy of Sustainable development in Belarus is the ministerial approach. It means
documents about development of ministries and ---, but not about the society.

It is important to say that the potential of Belarus for the Sustainable development is rather
high. There is good geographical situation and existing biocenoses and natural complexes. In
Belarus, some projects that were mentioned as examples at the European conference of
ministers about the saving of environment (Orchus, 1998) are being implemented.

It’s the initiative of NGO but not of the government to provide reneweable energy in Belarus.
Due to the global crisis government can’t give much money to solve this problem, although the
energy saving system gets a much better payoff than the old system of energy in our country.

Despite the fact that modern Belarusian society is not aware of the importance of Sustainable
Development in our country, | think that Belarus has to go to Sustainable Development because
then we might set up the beginning for our sustainable future. It is our country among other
post soviet countries where NGOs produce photoelectrical sun commutators which are bought
by western companies. It is our country where the technology straw-bale is realized as a result
of common activity of the government and NGOs (almost completely without foreign
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emissions). In 2000 this project was awarded the World’s price for sustainable energy. We
have some wind stations. But solar energy is a problem in our country — it’s very expensive. It is
our country among post soviet countries that uses gas generators for producing energy from
waste and energy saving lamps are produced, and so on. It is our country where the eco villages
for people who suffered from Chernobyl are built. They are built from natural energy effective
and recreated materials. And the organizers of all this are NGOs, the people who are concerned
about the future of Belarus.

People say that suffer is given to consciousness. Maybe Chernobyl makes us strong and modest,
and we’ll have co evolution with nature as a result.

And now we have global changes in the minds of all the planet’s residents. We have increasing
of the role of NGO, their cooperation with governments, the beginning of cooperation between
religion and science, creation of open informational communication around the whole planet,
also 5000 eco towns on all continents where people live in harmony with the principles of SD.
And we all are participants of this process, because the stake is not only our life and life of our
children, our country, but the our common future in the sustainable world.

| want to say that it is the current visit to Germany gave me confidence in the concept of
Sustainable development. Now I really think that it is possible and it is necessary to provide the
realization of this in Belarus. And we are on the way to it. It is the question of the time. | believe
in this.

% %k %k

9. Guidelines to Fruitful Cooperation. Mila Pestun

s
e 7

Cooperation is the word which is used in various senses to describe different concepts. Hardly
anybody dare to give the complete definition of this term. As a result of joint efforts, we
managed to highlight the main aspects of this notion:

1) more than one participant

2) common matter

3) common interests

4) common contribution

5) mutual dependence

6) bilateral development of parties

7) common benefit
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There is a temptation to define the word “cooperation” by the word “partnership”. But
cooperation is much wider in its sense and covers wider range of concepts. We can apply this
word in various situations but the word common (or mutual, or bilateral) will be always implied.

When we talk about the cooperation between states, on international level, the term gets even
more complicated but still the “common” part remains invariable. When we speak about such a
huge state as the European Union it goes even deeper in complications. But the EU also seeks
common in any cooperation. And that is absolutely natural. Providing developing or transition
countries with their support, not only financial but also technical, educational and social, the EU
looks forward long-term benefits.

But when we speak about small “one-event” projects subsidised by EU side, in my opinion, not
only long-term but also short-term profit can be expected, something useful not for supported
side but also for donor side. That is the main means, from my point of view, to organise equal
cooperation, when mutual benefits are obvious for all the sides involved.

I've participated in various events with European funding, mostly of educational character.
Judging by my personal experience, in case when there is no any visible or material output,
there is a felling that time and money was wasted. And, mostly, in the end it turns out that the
expectations are not lived up.

A good example is an internship. On one hand an intern gets practical knowledge in a given
sphere, on other hand he or she contributes to the development of the organisation. Fair deal.
Summer School in Berlin is a combination of “oral” informative part and practical one. Being
given quite a lot of information the participants are eager to apply it in the real life. They also
want to make a substantial contribution to the projects they are interested in. And that works.
I’'m, for example, was given a task to compile the list of Belarusian NGOs which are active in the
field of democratization. That is not an easy task for a person who is not actively involved in the
social life of Belarus at the moment. It’s hard to find the information and the contacts of the
NGOs which are not registered. Moreover the most part of the information is in the Belarusian
language what makes it even more difficult for a foreigner to find the information about the
organisations in Belarus. That’s why | do felt quite useful and | hope the list I've compiled will
be helpful for Heinrich Boll Stiftung. The same job but with the focus on green movement |
made for the MP from the Green Party Manuel Sarrazin and his office.

To crown all these I'd like to say that during the time of my internship, very fruitful one (no
matter that it lasted only two days), couple of ideas came to my mind which | will deliver to one
of my supervisors, Bastian Hermisson, in form of project proposal. | do think that the other
participants of the School have the same courage and inspiration for the future cooperation!

%k %k %k
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10. PaccyxaeHus 0 TOJIePpAaHTHOCTM. /10608b KypomcKkas

To, YTO OTAMYUTENBHOWN YepToi HenopycosB ABNAETCA TONEPAHTHOCTb, M3BECTHO MHOrMMm. Mo
CYTU, «TEPnenmBbIA», «rOCTEMPUUMHBIA» U «TUXMI» - 3TO Camble MOMNYAAPHbIE 3MNUTETHI,
NPUMeHAEeMble MHOCTPAHLAMM MO OTHOLIEHWI K Hawemy Hapogy. Hawen crtyauvein 6binu
NpoBeAeHbl AECATKM UHTEPBbIO C FPaXKAaHaMU eBPOMENCKUX M a3MaTCKUX CTPaH, U BCE OHMU
OTMEYaNM B MEpPBYD oO4vYepenb «KAKYL-TO CBEPXECTECTBEHHYI CMOCOOHOCTb TepneTb» U
YBEPEHHOCTb B TOM, YTO «TaK, KaK eCTb, TaK U JOMKHO bbiTb». M B BONpOCe TO/NIEPaHTHOCTH, T.€.
TEPMMMOCTM K KHEMOXOXKMM», 3TO AENCTBUTENBHO 3aMedaTeNbHOblE KQYeCTBa, KOTOPbIM MOTYT
Nno3aBMA0BaTb MHOMMe cTpaHbl EBponbl, A3un n Amepuku. Ho AencTBUTENBHO N 34€eChb pedb
NMAET O «ToNepaHTHOCTU»? He ByaeT nv 3gecb 6onee ymecTHbIM Atobmoe cnoso benopycos —
«abblskaBacub»?

Te, KTO 3HAeT O cywecTBOBaHWM benapycu, HaBepHAKA 3HAOT M O TOM, KAKOM peXxuMm
YCTaHOB/NEH ceiyac B Hawen cTpaHe. A MHoraa HasbiBato 310 «my3eem CCCP». U ogHum m3
CaMbIX CTPALUHbIX, HA MOI B3rna4, NPOABAEHUIN 3TOrO pexuma, ABnseTca MHGOPMALMOHHAA
MOHONONMA rocyfapcTBa. [encTBUTeNbHO, €AWHCTBEHHbIM, TMOKA YTO HEe3aBUCUMMbIM
NUCTOYHMKOM MHOPMaLMKN ceryac OCTaeTcA MHTepHeT. M o4eHb MHOrne noau Moryt BUAETb
peanbHy0 KapTUHY NPOUCXOAALLEr0, 0COBEHHO 3TO KacaeTca Monoaeu. Ho oyeHb 4acTo Takas
«aBaHrapAHaa» MoON04EeXb OKA3blBAETCA «MO Ty CTOPOHY TOIEPAHTHOCTMY - BeAb YTOObI KaK-ToO
ceba peannsoBaTb, MHOIME MPEANOYMTAIOT Bble€3)KaTb 3a rPaHWLy, a B 3TOM C/ay4yae, Hazo
rOBOPUTb O TONEPAHTHOM OTHOLWEHWM K HUM B APYruMx rocygapcreax. Ho a rosopto o ToM
NpoC/noNKe HaceneHwus, KoTopaAa Haubonee noasepeHa WMHOGOPMALMOHHOMY BAMAHWUIO CO
CTOPOHbI FrOCYAapPCTBA — O KUTeNAX BeNopyCccKMxX AepeBeHb, 0 paboTHMKAX rocopraHM3auuii, B
obuwem, 0 NaAX Co CpeaHUM AO0CTaTKOM M HEBbICOKMM ypoBHem obpasoBaHuAa. U, ecan B
EBpone n AmepuKe NPMMEHAIOTCA Mepbl ANA TOro, YTobbl CKPbIMb MPOABNEHUA, CKAXKEM,
HAaLUMOHANbHOMW HEeTepnMMOCTW, WUAM HAKA3amb 3a ee nocneactsma, To B benapycu Bce
HanpaB/IeHO Ha To, YTObbl N0A06HbIE MbICAK 8006WE HE BO3HUKAAU.

Hawa nonntuka cTuMyampyet omcymcmeue Kpumu4eckol MbiCau y HacesneHUs. 9To U ecTb Ta
«abblfkaBaclub», O KOTOpOW A rosopwuna. Y nogen npocTo-HanpocTo HET CBOEro MHEHMS.
TouyHee ecTb — TO MHEHME, KOTOPOE TUPAXKMUPYETCA Ha Burbopaax, TeneBngeHnn 1 B npecce. A
€C/IM Tbl HE Xo4ellb UMeTb 3Ty obuMuManbHyo MHPopmauuio, To Tebe B lobom caydae nomoryT
— BeAb KaXAyl TrocyAapCTBEHHYI oOpraHuM3aumio (BKAOYAA LWKOAbI WU YHUBEPCUTETHI)
0653bI6010M BbINUCLIBaTb roC. M3AaHMA. (ONATb-TakKM, S HE TOBOPK O «MNPOABUHYTOM»
MOJIOAEXU W UHTenAureHumn). Tak 4YTO Ke YAUBUTENbHOro B TOM, YTO Hall Hapo4 TaKoM
«TONEPaHTHBLIN»? OH NPOCTO «MPUYYEHHbINY», 3Ta MbICAb AEWUCTBUTENbHO KY/bTUBUPYETCS
BNACTAMM, npesBpaLlanch B cBOeobpasHylo MaHTpy
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(http://www.euramost.org/index.php?artc=12520). Ckopee CTOUT CNPOCUTb, NOYEMY OH TaKOM
nocnyLWwHbIi? Ho 370 y»Ke apyroi sonpoc.

NTaK, 0 ToNnepaHTHOCTU. Y Hac AEACTBUTENIbHO PEAKO MOXKHO YCAbIWaTb Ha yauLe ockopbaeHue
B aZpec npeacTaBMTeNss HaUMOHANbHbIX MEHbLIMHCTB, UAM NPOYNTaTh 0 GaKT O HaNnaAeHUU Uun
AVUCKPUMUHAUMN Takux nogeit. KceHodpobus y Hac AencTBuMTeNbHO He pasButa. A BOT,
Hanpumep, NpobaemMbl FOMOCEKCYANMUCTOB Y HAc HeT. Y Hac BoObLLLe rOMOCEKCYaIMCTOB HeT. Kak
M He 6blo cekca B CoseTckom Cotose. XoTA B JeNCTBUTENIbHOCTM OHU, KOHEYHO, ecTb, U
nogsepratotca 6ONbWONK  AUCKPUMUHALMKM, TMNPUYEM CO CTOPOHbI  «AEMOPKATUYECKOM»
onno3uumn Toxe (http://volunteers.blogseo.ru/) .

TaK CTOUT N1 pafoBaTbCA TOMY, YTO Ham He MPUXOAUTCA HEeCTU OTBETCTBEHHOCTb B CyAe 3a
ockopbneHve eBpeeB WM adpoamMepUKaHLLEB, €CAU OOHON M3 MPUYMH 3TOrO ABNSAETCA
OTCYTCTBME aHA/NUTUYECKOM OYHKUMM [ONOBHOTO Mo3ra? fl He roBOp® O TOM, TO
ANCKPUMMHALMA — 3TO NPU3HAK HANMYMA YMa, 3TO CKOpee NpM3HaK oTCcyTcTBMA Mopann. Ho To,
yto 6enopycam He xBaTaeT MHbOPMaUMM M CNOCOBHOCTM ee aHanAM3MpoBaTb — 3TO (aKT.
BabyLlwKKM B AepeBHAX AEWUCTBUTENbHO A0 CMX MOP roBopAT «Bce Xopowo, ToNbKO 6bl He 6bl10
BOMHbI»! A BecnpaBHble NOAM AEUCTBUTENbHO FOBOPAT O TOM, YTO OHW A0BO/bHbI CBOEW
U3HbIO! A Noyemy CyLLEeCTBYET TaKoe FOHEHME aKTUBHOW MOJIOAEXKM, 0COBEHHO TEX, KTO YacTo
Bble3)KaeT 3a rpaHuuy? [la’ke ecnm 3TO HMKaK He CBA3aHO ¢ noantukon! MoTomy YTo TOT, KTO
YMeEeT paccyKAaTb NPO 3KOMOTUI0, YMEET Paccy»KaaTb M MPO MHOroe gpyroe. A 3Toro, BUAMMO,
KTO-TO o4YeHb bountcs.

%k %k %k

11. TIloyemy 6esnopychl ToiepanTHble? Hamaaus Cupomko

Moyemy 6enopycbl ToNepaHTHbIE? B Yem CyLLHOCTb M 3HaYeHWe TePNMMOCTU? e rpaHb Mexay
TepneHvem, TepnmMmocTbio U 6e3pasnmumem? MpeacTaBnAeTcs, YTO B MOWCKe OTBETA HA 3Tu
BOMPOCbI He cneayeT OrpaHUYMBATLCA NULWb OPULMANBHBIMWU 3aSBNIEHUAMU U OTPbIBKAMMU U3
LWKO/bHbIX Y4EOHMKOB O TOM, YTO TaKOB MEHTaNuUTeT 6enopycos. M He pelueH 3TOT BONPOC He
CTO/IbKO MO NPUYUHE HEXKENAHWUA BNACTU, CKONIbKO MO TOM NPUYMHE, YTO AaHHas npobnaema (Kak
3TO HM CTPAHHO) A0 CUMX NOP Hay4yHO, GUNOCODCKM He MocTaBnAeHa U GYHOAMEHTANbHO He
nsyyeHa. MoagHMMaemMbli BONPOC OTHOCUTCA M K NpobsiemMe HaLMOHANbHbIX, CEKCYasbHbIX W
APYrMX MeHbWwWHCTB B benapycu. CToMT HayaTb C onpeaeneHuMa Camon TONepPaHTHOCTW.
Poccuiickme uccnenoBaTeNl OTMEYAlOT, YTO MOCKO/IbKY B PYCCKOM f3blKe CylecTByeT ABa
aHanora «TONEPaHTHOCTM» — «TeprneHne» U «TepPrnMMOCTb», MMeloLLMe PasHY CMbIC/IOBYIO
HarpysKy, 3TO cnocobCTByeT HEKOTOPOW PacniblBYAaTOCTU AaHHON aAeduHULMU. BepoaTHo,
nepBbiM KOHUENTya/lbHO TaKoe pas/uyeHne B 6enopycckom f3blke caenan WM. BOpTHMK.
«TepneHne», KOTOPOE Mbl Ha30BEM HEraTMBHbLIM aCMeKTOM TOJ/IePaHTHOCTM, NoApasymeBaeT
OTCYTCTBME T[OHEHMUI, HEeTepnMMOCTM, BpaxAabl. «TepnuMMOCTb», KOTOPYH Mbl Ha30BeM
NO3UTMBHbBIM acnekTom TO/IePaHTHOCTH, npegnonaraet cTpemneHune NOHATbL
(rHoCeonorMyecknin - KOMNOHEHT, BK/OYAlOWMIA 3HaHME W MOHMMaHWe) W  Josepue
(LeaTeNbHOCTHbIN KOMMOHEHT, BKAOUAIOLWMNIA 0BEPUTENBHOCTD M CONUAAPHOCTD).

Ana Toro, uTobbl caenatb onpeaennTb AENCTBUTENIbHOE MECTO TONEPaHTHOCTU, Heobxoaumo
COBEPLUNTb KPATKMI SKCKYPC B UCTOPUIO. TeppuTopma coBpemeHHoln benapycu, Kak npasuio,
BXOAMNA B COCTaB MHOIOHaLMOHA/bHbIX rocygapcts — Benmkoro KHaxkectsa J/lIutosckoro, Peun
Mocnonuton, Poccuinckoit Mmnepun, CCCP. YacTo 3710 6bIN «nepegHUin Kpai», rpaHnLa 3emenb
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onpeaeneHHbIX rocyaapcTs, Kak 310 6bino npu Peun Mocnoautoit n Poccninckon mmnepuu.
Bennkune KHA3bA JIMTOBCKME 3HAYUTENbHO PaCWMPAnM TeppUTOPMUIO rocyaapcTBa 3a cyeT
npMcoegmMHeEHUA HOBbIX 3eMe/b, MO3ITOMY MM NPUXOANNAOCH CO3HATENbHO NPOBOAUTL NONUTUKY
TONEPAHTHOCTU MO OTHOLWIEHMIO K MHOFOYMC/AEHHbIM 3THOCaM. 3TO YTBEPMKAEHME HarnAgHo
WANIOCTPUPYET NpUmMep npaBaeHUs KHA3A BUTOBTa, Npu KOTOPOM Ha Tepputopumn Benukoro
KHsaxKecTBa JIMTOBCKOrO MacCOBO HA4YaIn cenntbea TaTapbl. O4HAKO KOHPMKTOB Ha 3THUYECKOM
noyse B AaHHbIN nepuof He Habnoganocb. UmeHHO Ha Tepputopum benapycu BcTpevatoTcs
ABe UMBMAM3ALUM — BOCTOYHAA W 3anafHas, KOTOpble, HECOMHEHHO, OKasa/n BAMAHWE Ha
dopmupoBaHMe 6enopycckom meHTanbHocTU. CneayeT OTMETUTb, YTO BAMAHWE 3anagHoM wu
BOCTOYHOM Ky/bTypbl MNPOUCXOAMIO B YC/NOBMAX B3aMMoAenctBuMa ¢ 6onee CUAbHbIMU
coceAHUMM AeprKaBamu. Hanbonee sapkme npumepbl — 3anafgHoe BAMAHME, Korga benapychb
Haxoawmnacb B coctase Peun Mocnonuton (1569-1772), BocToyHOe — B cocTaBe Poccuiickol
umnepun. [aHHble BAMAHMA OblM AOCTAaTOYHO arpeccMBHbIMKM W TpeboBanu OT XKuTenen
Benapycu onpeaeneHHoOM TEPNMMOCTU K HACAXKAEHMIO 3aMaZHbIX MW BOCTOYHbIX LLEHHOCTEMN.
TepnuMoCTb MM NPECNOBYTAsA KTONIEPAHTHOCTbY B AaHHbIX 06CTOATENbCTBAX — CBOEOOPa3HbIN
MeXaHM3M CaMOCOXPaHEHMA HALMM B SKCTPEMA/IbHbIX CUTyauuax. B coctase Peun Mocnoauntomn
Benapycb Haxoaunacb B ycnoBuAx, 6NaronpuATHbIX ANA Pa3BUTUA 3anagHOM  KyAbTypbl
(MMCbMeHHOCTb Ha NaTUHMLE, NOOLWpPEHME KATO/IMYecKoro Bepoucnoseganua). OcobeHHoCTH
6enopycko camobbITHOCTM B Te BPEMEHA COXPAHANUCb cpeau Hambonee «OTCTaNbIX» C/NOEB
HacefNeHna — KpecTbAHCTBa. B nepuop npasnenua Poccuiickonr Mmnepun (1772-1917) Ha
3emnAx benapycuM aKTMBHO CO34aBanucCb YC/NOBMA ANA HACAXKAEHWA BOCTOUYHOM KyNbTypbl
NpPaBOC/iIaBUA, MMCbMEHHOCTM Ha KMPUAAULE, Camogepasua. Bce aTu AencTBMA CO CTOPOHDI
bonee CWUNbHbLIX cocedel BeM K TOMY, UYTO KOpPeHHble Xutenn benapycu nocteneHHO
aCCUMUNNPOBANN 3NEMEHTbI AaHHbIX Ky/NbTyp B CBOK MEHTA/NIbHOCTb. MOXHO OTMETUTb, YTO
ans  6enopycoB TONEPaAHTHOCTb ABASETCA MEHTAa/IbHOM NPMBLIYKOW, peakuuen Ha
arpeccuBHOCTb coceaemn, cnocobom BbIKMBaAHUSA.

Kak 06CTOMT cUTyaLmaA ¢ COBPEMEHHOM TONEPAHTHOCTbIO?

B aekabpe 2007 r. HeE3aBMCMMbIMU COLMOIOraMM NPOBeAEH onNpoc 06LWwecTBeHHOro MHeHUsA
(meTopgom face-to-face interview onpoweHo 1.521 pecnoHaeHT B Bo3pacTe 18 net u crapuue,
owmnbKa penpe3eHTaTUBHOCTU He npesbiwaet 0.03), NocBALWEHHbI BaXKHEALWMUM npobaemam
XU3HKU 6enopycoB. B onpoce B TpeTuil pas 3a ABa nocnegHue roaa 3agasasnca Bonpoc ob
OTHOLIEHMM K PA3/IMYHbIM STHUYECKMM Tpynnam, O TOM, KaKylo cTeneHb 6aAM30CTM C HUMK
PecnoHAEeHTbl cunTatoT gnsa ceba Nnpuemaemont — OT rOTOBHOCTM MOPOAHUTLCA (BblAATb 3aMyXK
A04b UW KEHUTb CblHA Ha npeacTaBuTene(-1bHULE) 3TOro 3THOCA) A0 FOTOBHOCTU BCEro NNLLb
XUTb B O4HOW CTpaHe. B CNMCOK BKAKOYEHbl KAk TpaAuuUMOHHble ana benapycun aTHUYeckue
MEHbLUMHCTBA, TaK U WMHble 3THOCbI, C NPeACTAaBUTENAMMU KOTOPbIX Benopycckum rpaxkaaHam
NPUXOAMTCA BCTPEYATLCA HE C/IULLKOM 4acTo.

M3 pe3ynbTaToB BUAHO, YTO 3a A4,Ba roAa nepapxmsa 61M3KUX U Janekmx STHOCOB MO CyLLeCcTBYy He
M3MeHWUNacb: camble B6IM3KME — PYCCKME, 32 HUMM — [iBa APYTMX COCEAHUX CNAaBAHCKUX HApoAa,
HECKONIbKO Jafiblie — HAapoAbl CTpaH 3anaaHol EBponbl, 33 HUMKM — OCTa/ibHble 3THUYECKME
MeHbLWWHCTBA benapycu (NMTOBLbI, NaTbiwn, eBpeu), a panee, C OrPOMHbIM OTPbIBOM, —
BbIXoAubl M3 A3umn n Adpukn. C gpyroli CTOPOHbI, 33 ABa roAa HEKOTOPble U3MEHEHUA BCe Ke
MPOM30LWLAN, OHWN 3aTPOHY/IM KaK KOHKPETHbIE NOKa3aTenn cCoumManbHOM AUCTaHLMM, TaK OTYaCTU
N Mepapxmio.
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B nupaupytoweln cnaBAHCKOM TpOMKe 3a 3TO BpPemMA 3aMeTHO YBENUYUIUCL COLMa/bHble
OVUCTaHUMN C PYCCKUMMU W NONAKAMM, U YMeHbLIMAACb — C YKpauHuamu. BO3MOXKHO, Ha
COLMANbHYIO AUCTAHLUMIO C PYCCKMMMU MOBAMAN OCTPbIM SHEpPreTUYecKMin KOHPAWKT AHBapA
2007 r. TyT, pa3ymeeTcs, HET NPAMOM CBA3MU: ANA 6eN0opPyCcCoB OTHOLWEHNE K PYCCKUM, YTO HKUBYT
PAAOM C HUMW, He ONpeaenAeTca UX OTHOWEHWEM K NONNTUKe poccuinckoro "Masnpoma” mnam
Kpemna, HO onpegeneHHoe BAMAHUE TyT MOXHO AONYCTUTb. Bnpoyem, M nocne HEKOTOpPOro
OXNAXKAEHUA PYCCKME BCE PABHO OCTAKOTCA CaMbiM HAM3KMM 6enopycam STHOCOM.

CoBepleHHO HeOXNAaHHbIM 06pa3om 3a ABa rofa yayvywnaoCb OTHOLWEHME K aMepuKaHLam,
OVCTaHLMA NO OTHOLIEHMIO K KOTOPbIM COKPaTUAACh TaK CUAbHO, YTO MOBAMAMIA HA UEPAPXUIO —
rpakaaHe AaneKkon 3a0KeaHCKOM CTPaHbl BCTA/IM NOYTM BPOBEHb C BOCTOYHbIMM €BPONENLAMM,
onepeAmB aBTOXTOHHbIX ANnA benapycu nMToBLEB, NaTblLen 1 eBpees.

MOXHO, KOHEYHO, YMUNATLCA TOMY, Kak 6es1opycbl YETKO AEMOHCTPUPYIOT CBOK €BPOMNENCKYIO
MAeHTUOMKaALMIO, OTBEYan Ha BOMPOC OO OTHOLIEHMU K PasIMYHbIM 3THOCAM. HO C TOYKM
3peHuns nepcrnekTns rnobasnmsaummn, NokasaTenm B HUKHEN Yactm Tabn. 1 cBMAETeNnbCTBYOT O
CKPbITbIX OnacHocTAX. PaHO maAM nNO3gHO MWP, U a3sMATCKMA MUP B TOM 4uC/e, NPUAET B
Benapycb, U He TONbKO B BUAE KOMMYHWMKAUMIA U KOHTAKTOB, HO W, TaK CKasaTb, B JINYHOM
KayecTBe. MprMyem, MOXKHO He 6e3 OCHOBaHWI NPEANON0XKUTb, YTO 3TOT NPOLECC YCKOPUTCA B
cnyyae nwboro onpegeneHHoro reonosMTUYecKoro Bblbopa benapycu, pocTtaTtouyHo
NOCMOTPETb Ha COCTaB HaceNeHMA KpPynHbIX ropoAoB Kak EBponbl, Tak n Poccun. A 6enopycsl,
Nno KpaliHen mepe — NoKa, He FoTOBbI K 3TOMY "BU3UTY MMpa" K HUM JOMOMA.

POCT aHTUMMMUIPAHTCKMX HaCTpoeHut B 3anagHon EBpone, kceHopobckoe Hacunme B Poccum
CBMAETEeNbCTBYHOT 06 aKkTyanbHOCTU 3TOM nNpobaembl. B benapycy noka npobnema sta cTouT He
C/IVILLKOM OCTPO, HO MOKHO NPEAMNONOXKMUTb, YTO TEHAEHLMU, KOTOPbIE, MOXOXKE, CTAHOBATCA
obueeBponeiickKMMM 1 gaxe oblemMnpoBbiMK, He o060MAyT M Hawy cTpaHy. [loatomy
npeacTaBafeTca HeobxoaMmbIM PyHAAMEHTANIbHOE U3yYeHME AaHHOM NpPobaembl.

o mamepuanam HUCETN — Hezasucumozo UHcumyma CoyuanbHO-3KOHOMUYECKUX U
Monumuyeckux UccnedosaHuli, www.iiseps.org

* % %k
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Questionnaire “My ecological consciousness”. Alena Rybik

Dear friend! Please answer the following questions. It won’t take much time. Just tick the suitable answer or write
some words where it’s asked.

1. Do you consider yourself to be ecologically conscious?
Yes No

2. You are at Weihnachtsmarkt (Christmas Market) in Berlin, buying hand-made souvenirs for your friends.
The seller proposes you either to wrap your presents into a piece of an old newspaper or to packitinto a
plastic bag. What will your answer be?

3. While in Germany, you’ve bought a bottle of mineral water. What will you do with an empty bottle?
Just throw it to any litter-bin in the street
Throw it to some special litter-bin marked “plastic”
Bring it to the supermarket to hand it in and get 25 cent for it
Other
Do you do some thinking before performing some of above mentioned actions?
4. What transport would you prefer if there’s no difference in time consuming?
Car
Motorbike
Bicycle
Public transport
Other
Why?

5. Do you agree that in order to save energy they have to deteriorate the standard of people’s living?
Yes
No, because

6. If the state supports producing and selling food products with genetically modified organisms, will you
buy it?
Yes

No

7. What of the following do you feel to influence your health badly? To what extent?

Very strong | So-so | Not at all

Ultraviolet solar radiation (ozone holes)

Harmful substances in food products

Fine dust

Food products from genetically modified plants or animals

Engine exhaust fumes

Nuclear power plants and radioactive waste products

Mobile phones, wireless telephones etc. radiation

Harmful substances in things of daily consumption, eg. children toys and textile

Magnetic field of electrical appliances

Water contamination

Noise

Tobacco smoke

8. And the last question: Where are you from?

Thank you very much!
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