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PREFACE

As we write these lines in 2009, it appears that a paradign shift in
thinking of key players of the so-called Pakistani establism et is
under way with regard to the rise of religous m iitancy and its
associated terrorist outfits.

W eare probably witness toa s ewhat del ayed realization that the
very fabric of our society stands threatened by the growt h of such
agendas that are rocted nat only inan extren id irterpretation of
Islen  but seek sustenance fron the grinding poverty,s ocial and
econm ic inustice and general disen powem et of people In
absence of any credible alternatives tothe status quo inthe palitical
arenas, these ingredients tend to beco eparticularly expl osi ve and
indeed lead tothe kind of militart tendencies we are a witness into
m it

The idealisn and energy of the youth in particuar, is generally
deeply dissatisfied with the pace of change and the patent injustices
insocieties such as ours.

It is therefore m perative that the youth ren dnconnected and are
not alienated to political processes of the country and can find one
or m @e den aratic options that en hody their aspirations. The
absence of such a connect leads invariably tocynicimn insm eand
oftentothe support of extrem isn and vidence in a hers.

If the existing political options appear redundant and nat offering
hope, the dm oaoratic routei s to create new options, build new
political dligm erts and i dentify newsl ogans.

Pakistan students are confronted with a sim ilar situation. Based on
m ydaily irteraction with youth in the age group of 20 to 30 it
appears safe tosay that the youth are deeply cynical and dissatisfied
with the existing political options. They lurch frm harboring a
deeply hostile and suspicious attitude agai nst the non-Islen icworld
based on their perception of “foreign conspiracies” against Islen
and Pakistan todesperatel y seeking an mm igart visatat hese very
sen ecountries.
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Thisisnat tom akat then or belittle the sources of their anger and
frustration They are reacting inthe only ways they can Not having
had the chance to develop a rational and consistent approach
because of the divorce of students and palitics in the past several
decades, effectivel ysince the Zia period they have lcst the capacity
tothink palitically. Traditional religous thnking steps in tofill this
vacum of political understanding The consequences of this
depaliticization are spread out across the landscape of this country
too vividyto need any el aboration

“Re-visiting Student Politics in Pakistan” is an m pessive and
tm dyeffort by BARGAD which acquires additional m portance in
the light of currert situationin Pakistan sketched above.

The den and to lift the ban on student unions now has wi despread
political support, includingt hat of the parties in power, while
ath iristrators and acade ics are deeply apprehensive of the
consequences of unleashing student power divorcedfrm the
continuity of pditical training and tradition

BARGAD's study providesa cm pehensive and irsightfu study
based on field surveys and interviews and a m anngfu anal ysis of
the statistics to deeply approach the question of how to balance the
needs of nurturing political education while m artainingor der and
acadm icdiscipline inthe cen pses. Indeed as they poirt out the
prin aychallenge is nat justof activating student politics but is the
need for an independent political approach on cen pusesnot led by
or blindy fdlowng the diktat of different political parties. The real
test if todefine students’ own agendas and val ues, and atten ping to
convince their fellows and society at large for a new and better
vision based onthe val ues and concepts of them adern world

BARGAD s study should be of irterest nat only to those who are
occupied with ath instrativel y dealing with studerts at the level of
Colleges and Uni versities but also to all those who wish to see
den aracy take roats inoursociety - nat just within our stat uettes

but indeed within our souls.
---- S. Khurshid Hasanain

Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad

BARGAD €

Revisiting Student Politics in Pakistan

TABLE OF CONTENTS

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

1.1. BACKGROUND
1.2. EMERGING TRENDS AND OPPORTUNITIES
Research Goal
Strategic Objectives
1.3. METHODOLOGY AND SCOPE
1.4. BARGAD: PREVIOUS WORK ON STUDENT POLITICS

CHAPTER 2: MAPPING THE LITERATURE
CHAPTER 3: UNDERSTANDING STUDENT POLITICS

3.1. HISTORICAL CASE OF PAKISTAN
3.2. ANALYTICAL CASE OF PAKISTAN
3.2.1. The Political Context
3.2.2. The Academic Environment
3.2.3. Legacy of the Ideologies and cold war
3.2.4. The Societal Settings
3.2.5. Resources and Motivation

CHAPTER 4: TESTIMONIES ON STUDENT POLITICS

4.1. Ameer-ul-Azeem

4.2. Amir Jalal

4.3. Anisa Zeb Tahirkheli

4.4, Dr. Israr Shah

4.5. Dr. Kaiser Bengali

4.6. Dr. Khurshid Hasanain
4.7. Dr. Manzur Ejaz

4.8. Fayyaz Bagqir

4.9. Hafiz Abdul Khaliq

4.10. llayas Naveed Shahzad
4.11. Kamran Khan

4.12. Kashif Bukhari

4.13. Mir Hasil Khan Bizenjo
4.14. Muhammad Yousaf
4.15. Naheeda Mehboob Elahi
4.16. Pervaiz Rashid

4.17. Prof. Aziz-ud-Din Ahmad
4.18. Prof. Ibne Hassan

4.19. Saeed Saleemi

BARGAD >

10
15

15
16
18
18
18
20

24
35

35
46
47
49
55
56
57

61

61
63
67
70
73
7
81
85
89
92
97
102
104
109
113
115
117
123
125


http://www.go2pdf.com

Revisiting Student Politics in Pakistan

4.20. Sofia Sabir 131
4.21. Zafar Igbal Mirza (ZIM) 133
4.22. Zahid Islam 136
4.23. Zubair Jan 139
4.24. Zubair Yousaf 141
CONCLUSION 143
BIBLIOGRAPHY 146
ANNEX 1: MATRIX OF STUDENT POLITICS IN PAKISTAN
154

1.1. CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS: THE PROGRESSIVE PERSPECTIVE 154
1.1.1. Inception of Student Politics in South Asia 154
1.1.2. Inception of Student Politics in Pakistan 156
1.1.3. Earlier Period of Student Politics in Sindh 156
1.1.4. Earlier Period of Student Politics in Punjab 157
1.1.5. Student Movement in Gen. Ayub Era 158
1.1.6. Student Movement in Gen. Yahya Khan Era 161
1.1.7. The Bhutto Period 162
1.1.8. The Gen. Zia Era 164
5.1.9. Religious Organizations 165

1.2. CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS: THE IJT PERSPECTIVE 165
ANNEX 2: REVIEWS AND COMMENTS ON REVISITING
STUDENT POLIITICS IN PAKISTAN 177

BARGAD €

Revisiting Student Politics in Pakistan

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Sudert politics has been pivata tothe public visihlity of political
forces in Pakistan and am @&s cmmm uication too for m ay
m arstremn  and fringe socia m om ets. Its prm ise for
recrutn et and injection offresh entrants irto palitics has been a
halln ak contribution to the weak political parties and unstable
den aratic systen . It has also provided cases of resource buil dng
for individuals and groups outside the dm dnof traditional sources
of palitical power based onkinship caste and creed The pdlitical
Islen ig m om ets were especialy the key benefidaries with
connivance of the m atial law regm e to capitalize upon
opportunities of the cold war and a proxy war between Sovi et
Russia and the USA The rise of cen ps vidence and subsequent
ban on studert unions, however, broke the link bet ween student
organizations and their outside the cen ps m atars. Now that the
lifting on ban on student union is in discussion andprincipally
declared by the goverm et, the student politics faces a huge
challenge of justifying its existence not only due to its vident past
and the changing pdlitical and ided ogical contexts but because of
visibe shifts in acaden ic envirom et and growth ofe ducation
sector, societal changes, access to new technologies having
advances in politicd comm uicaion and t he ever-expand ng
incentives for alternative sources of resource buildng and activisn
withinthe cen puses.

After its strong presence inthe struggle for independence and ot her
national m oen ets, student politics over tm efellprey to a
m ilitarist discourse and was blen edfor dil wing prim aym axate of
cn pses —the quality education

The nexus of cen ps-palitical forces has drastically bettered now
In the current tm & there have been socio-pditical changes and
shifts in hi gher education sector inthe recert history of the country
that would con pdl the student politics torewisit its historical course.
These are (i) drastic increase of fen de studerts, (ii) v egng
private universities and higher com ptition for career placen ert,
(iv) m @euniversities and lesser pol arizati on of students on identity
and class divisions, (iii) greater urbanization and m edae xposure,
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and (iv) the end of cold war and weakening of ided ogical
affiliati ons.

One highlighted factor ist he nm ber of fen de students in
cm pses. It is envisagedt hat with enabling envirom ert in
representative structures oft he universities a great reservoir for
peacebuildng and win en leadership develom et isinthe m ding
and can be capitalized for peaceful youth actionin Pakistan

STUDENT PoLITICS: HISTORICAL CASE OF PAKISTAN

The studert politics can beunderstood through its four m ilestone
m om ats and the changest hat have occurred in bet ween. These
are:

i. The Pakistaam omn et
ii. The uprising of 1968-69
iii. The Aghan var, and
iv. The m o/ et against m psition of ;v egency by
President GneraM sharraf.

The history of student politics is infom ed by the fact that the
student organizations havel argely extended aspiraions of the
political parties and ren dred dependert on these outside cn pus
forces for their operations.

Adventurisn of progressive student m oven et eventually
evaporated over tm eand the political Islen igs radicalized the

politics to an extert that they have becm eout of touch with the
conten porary ordi nary students.

STUDENT PoLITICS: ANALYTICAL CASE OF PAKISTAN

Key changes in the fdlow ng structures have occurred for the
student palitics:

i. The Pditicd Context

ii. The Acadm ic Envirom et
iii. Legacy of the Ideol ogies and cd d war

BARGAD €
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iv. The Societal Settings
V. Resources andM divation

It is argued that student politics has flourished in absence of
effective net works of political parties and under pressure frm
taalitarian regm & The international trends also support this
contertion This political factor ren drs relatively smn eas the past.
However the national and irternational support for consalidating
den aracyin Pakistan has definitelyincreased

It is the acadm ic environm et that has phenm enaly changed
since 1947. These changes can be smm aized as :the growt h and
m shrom ing of the uni versities, the privatization of social services
like the education under theStructural Adjusm et Progremm eand
the en egence of private institutions, greater autonom yof the
instituions, higher con petition in job placen et, rise in fee
structure, changes inexen hation structures, geographic dispersion
of universities, dn ayaphic change in youth population open
political comm uicaion fem de bulge in the universities, higher
education refom sand the heavy investn et on higher education in
Pakistan

Sudent politics and its greater allies outsi de the cen puses have yet
to realize and adjust to the extent of all these changes in the
acadm ic sphere and it may be possible that an unprecedented
transition towar ds independent student politics m ayoccur. W em &
observe the incubation of cen ps-based activien that affects the
larger society, raher than always en amting fron  political society
tothe cen puses.

M aeover, conten pxary students have ceased to sdely depend
upon holistic and tatalitarian ided ogies to m divate their activim ;
rat her a newtendency for issue-based action has en  aged.

Gowng living standards, education urbanization and
industrialization and changes in den ogaphy can also have
m akrnizing effects to provide new socia foundations for the
participationto student pdlitics in Pakistan

Sudent palitics has been a traditional source of provid ngr esources
tothe ordinary students for greater social m dility and personal and
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professional develom et. However, there are now various ot her
fom sof associational training and incentives, which offer the
students alternative structues for resource building and
opportunities for upward sociam  dility.

TESTIMONIES ON STUDENT POLITICS

The present study also contains irterviews of 24 pastand a few
conten prary student activists alongwth one fen @ journalist
conm ating upon his student tm & The am is not just to give
historical accounts on studert politics but toreflect upon the nature
of tm & The e phasis is upon actual practice of student palitics
rather than the avowed rhetoric used to entice students then These
irterviews can sm dm & be confessional. They m aalso m de
rom for reconciliaion en @g practitioners con ing from different
ided ogical strands of the student pdlitics.

Each irterviewee has been selected on individual m eit, the courage
to be open and candid willingness to question the past, a strong
sense of reflection and flexi hility to self-criticden . They provide
uni que infom dionineach exsn de W eéhear about irtderance and
narrowness of palitical colleagues, transfom dion frmm viodent past
to peacefu and independent activien , aeria firing by a fen de
student leader, Afghan war,children’s palitical party, success of a
third non-aligned force, writer-leaders, founding of a cam ps-based
independent group, unm agned election victory, confessions of
extracting booty, staunch agitators, challenging the hegm ay,
socia roats of authoritarianisn ,inception of private instituions by
the student leaders, the influx of funding con ing from Afghan
jehad, high achievers instudent palitics and m ay ot heranecdates,
testm aies, eye- wtness accounts and experience-based anal ysis
that woul d peep through wor ki ng of inner cirdes of student activists
andtheirm eators outsidethe cen pses.

Enough m derid has also been produced in a series ofi nterviews
that woul d build indepth case study of once an enterprising student

organi zation, the NationalistSt udents Organization (NSO), and its
eventual den ise
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MATRIX ON CHRONOLOGY OF STUDENT POLITICS IN PAKISTAN

At wo-part con pehensiveand detailed m drix hasalso been
exclusively con  pled by the study tom inutely record happeni ngs of
the student politics in Pakistan This m drix produces t wo
chronal ogies of events presenting perspectives of the progressive
studentm omn etsandthe IJTindependently:.

CONCLUSION

The present study suggests that given diverse factors and changi ng
variables the need to institute representative form swithin the
governance structures of the universities cannot be setaside. Al
stakehol ders — studerts, student organizations, political parties,
researchers, civil society practitioners and public irterest leaders,
uni versity ath instrators, educati on planners, policy m ders and the
goverm et functionaries - will have to carefulyview the
funden eta tramsition in student politics and also benefit frm a
develom etad perspective, whereby student politicsi s part of
| agng governance issues pertaining to the universities and
education ath iristration An inclusive reguaory m ahanim for
the student politics woulddo for transparert and accountable
uni versity systen , na just the restrictive goverm et orders.
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

1.1. BACKGROUND

After decades of m ilitancyr ule and viodence, Pakistani student
palitics has resisted openand den coratic cultures of peace
irrespective of the country’sstruggle for and subsequently current
transition to a ful-fledged demn aracy. A closer look at the history
woul d reveal that our educational irstitutions have actually proven
predecessors to the religous fundm ertdist palitics in Pakistan
Cm position of the palitical Islen leadershi p today across groups is
a testin ay tothis observation Rght frm the m atiad laweras in
the 1960s, the jargon of extren ig student politics had never entered
m arstrem discourse and con m uity locati ons until it bounded out
of itstraditional sanctuary - university cen pses - inthe 1980s.

The Gen. Za goverm et in Pakistan inan atten fito create its
constituency - insearch of legitm ayand recruim et irternallyand
to garner m ae patronage for Afghan war externally -started to
revise curricdm ,purge political opponents and encourage m ilitart
studernt groups, m ae often politicoreligous and ethnic, to
physicall y occupy cdlege and university cen puses inthe country.

The m ¢hod to engage student clusters with conflict approaches also
invol ved m ding vidence conceivable; so that it was thinkable and
demn edordinary and inevitable. Every opposition was crushed with
heavy hands. Education andm eda were the m antodsby which
m ilitarin  entered not only at the practica levelsbut also
encroached upon the cognitive and socia constructs of the pality’s
educated inhahitants. Through both instrm ets, a m ilitarist
discourse was facilitated by m yhm aingand enen yn &inginthe
nem e of national irterest. To this end collective violence was
m divated and justified as well as such convictions were instilled
that m ak vidence possible in the socia, political and religious
spheres. This can be witnessed in what we now popularly call a
Kal ashni kov cuture wthinthe cen puses.
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It was also kept invigilart surveillance that the students shoul d have
lesser opportunities toirteract with each ather so that the prospects
of any student m dilizationc ould be mirm izzd However, there
were sm eexceptions to the rule; in that healthy activities and
leadership devel o;m et programm ekept persisting inaselect few
educational instituions that have traditionally been sources of
providing professional andb ureaucratic elite of the country ie
Goverm et College, Kinnaird College, and Aitcheson College
(Lahore), ec.

In short, only those imstitutions would flourish who form el either
secular islands of high pursuit for learning and career seeking or
others who im pated religious education for political expediency.
The then m llitary regm ealso encouraged parallel s ysten of
M atassah (religous sen haries) education by ach inistering a
fom dized zakat (Islen icrelig ous tithe) systen .

The Gen. M sharraf goverm et was cm peled to reverse the
policies of cold war. Perceptions of coom uisn knocked at its
doors no m @e There was ar enewed enthusiasn for focusing m ae
attertion and funds tothe mainstreen (secular) hi gher education In
2002, the goverm et prom Udigated new legislaion for higher
education (Nov 2002) that vowed to get rid of the pastpolicies. It
was based on the report prepared by the task forceon higher
education inPakistan M ach 2002) set up at the federalm iristry of

education goverm et of Pakistan which dl earllye_nm erated in its
m ission staten et to “build a tolerant and pluralistic society rooted

in the culture of Pakistan”.

The declaration of lifting the ban on student unions by the present
goverm et offers an opportunity to revisit the effects of student
politics on national polityand devise ways tostreen lineitinservice
of peace loving and gender friendy cen puses.

1.2. EMERGING TRENDS AND OPPORTUNITIES
Certain trends inthe envirom et of education especially tertiary,

can be aggregated by those who believe inopen, discrim ination-free
and den aratic soci eties.
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These factors can be smm arized as: (i) drastic increase of fm de
students, (ii) 0 egng private universities and higher con ition
for career placen et, (iii) more universities and lesser pol ari zation
of students on identity and class divisions, (iV) greater urbani zati on
and m edaexposure, and (iv) the end of cold war and weakeni ng of
ided ogical affiliations.

N ber of fen de students in universities and degree-awarding
institutions has risen to 178723, of which 162757 were studyi ng at
public universities. As cm pared to 19 universities in 1984 (when
student uni ons were banned), the nm ke of uni versities has risento
124 (data cited frm the H gher Education Cm m ission). In both
cases, the distance learning universities and their students have not
been counted

The official en phasis upon hi gher educati on can be further gauged
by the con  parative figures of public invest eat. Since the H gher
Education Cmm ission ( HEQ) becan e active, tata s pending
(recurrent + devel om ert) by the HEC grew by 344 percert inreal
tem sbet vieen 2001/ 2002 and 2005 2006".

The critical m igake in policy and planning, however, has been to
prioritize m amge et issues over the purpose of acadm ic
assen Hies — totake education as a cooperative learning trim phfor
student develom et rather than one- way dispersion of know edge
to produce passive recipients. Wt appears to be highly needed is
to redefine the critical patertia of universities and hi ghere ducation
instituions and incul cate a peace agenda for then ina m amer that
also supports on-going acade ic programm & and student
devel om et initiati ves.

Grl-students are one such critical m &s tha could vanguard the
peacebuil d ng efforts in uni versities. W tereas they can now cherish
their recent @ @gence innational palitics, they have yet to wi ntheir
due share inleadershi p positions of the uni versities.

! The World Bank, Report No. 37247 - HIGHER EDUCATION POLICY
NOTE Pakistan: An Assessment of the Medium-Term Development
Framework, June 28, 2006.
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An open social agenda which puts pren im on greater fm de
participation and leadershipi s strategically located to unsettle the
unden araic forces in thecan puses. It is also a relatively soft
entry-poirt for peacen akers. The idea to subjugatingwon en is
cm praively weaker inthe cen  puses.

The present study is a dedicated and issue-based irtervention for
exploring avenues of progressive action frmm  develom etal
perspective and con  pehending the past student politics by its
practice rather thanthe nom ative and i ded ogical assertions.

The narrative of this study directs tothe need for peacebuil di ng and
wm enleadershipineducational instititions of Pakistan

RESEARCH GOAL

v Tocm kit militarist discourse by articuating a non-vident
and develom eta agenda for university studentsi n
Pakistan

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

v To prm de peacebuildngand gender equality within
educational institutions

v To bridge infom aionand know edge gap by historical and
discursive review of student palitics in Pakistan

1.3. METHODOLOGY AND SCOPE

It’s a qualitative study based m arly on intensive m gyping of
literature, indepth reading of secondary data and prim ay data
generated by irterviews of twenty-four veteran studert leaders and
four group discussions wththe students.

Am of the m gping of literat ure was not only to bring forth m an

patterns of student politicsbut also to exan ire approaches of
different authors. It was also helpfu in presentingl ocal and
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irternational theoretical fren eworks where authors on student
politics co  efrm .

During interviews, we have been discreet to exploredetails of
evernts with a m iado-viewtol eadershi p enhancen et opportunities
that the student politics offered to our intervieweesand their
counterparts in various periods of tm e

Since the study is fuure-oriented, it has resisted historicalnarrati ves
except for those of the prim ay sources and oral testim aies and
where cases on national studentm o et have been prepared

The study alsocm plesacm pehensive m drixon student politics
inPakistan This chrond ogyof events can be a usefu reference for
giim ming the historical progress of student politics in Pakistan
This detailed chronology is derived fromm various sources and
presents a co fdete docum etaion of events. In that sense, it
directs the present author to use history as a reference for our
discursive analysis and at the sen et etoren dn faithful to the
prim ayinfom dion of our interviewees.

For all practical purposes, the known debate over ban or no ban —
on student politics — can be m ideading It takes the essertial viture
or vice of student palitics forgrantledy and throws us toa polyn ics
that dstracts us from i prtant questions, like:

qg W hydoes student pditics happen?

g W Ht have been the driving factors and contexts of student
politics in Pakistan; whether be political, ideol ogical,
acaden ig structuaral, societal, dm ayaphic or indvidual?

q Howcan we decipher the changing factors over tm €

q Does paliticsincen pses just m eans wor ki ng for palitical
parties?

g W His the link bet ween education governance and the
studert representation and politics?

On practical grounds, our preparation for den aratic, peaceful and

gender-friend'y studert politics in Pakistan woul d need unbiased
anal ysis and greater consultation en  ang vari ous stakehol ders.
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The present study is a deliberated consulted and articulated
response on the nat ure of student politics in Pakistan Nevert hel ess,
its scope is clearly den acated within the geographic lim itaions of
the present-day Pakistan The student politics of thet hen East
Pakistanis m itted

The study futher focuses upon uni versity poiticsasam dre fom of
student politics. It coversstudent politics generated in m ja
uni versities and tackes student organizations which lay clam sto
have sm e pem aent structures. In that sense the student
organizations with adhoc mechanisn like different alliances — ie
Liberal Students Federation Liberal Students Council, United
Sudernts M om et, Black Eagles, etc — and caste-based student
bodies and student groups in sn dl cities and towns have not been
the focal poirts of this study.

M @eover, the study indicates the politics and dynen ics of
idedogies en fdoyed by Pakistani student politics rather than
probing nature of the hdlistice i dedl ogies as such

1.4. BARGAD: PREVIOUS WORK ON STUDENT
PoLITICS

BARGAD has a special then dic place for student politics. The
organization thinks that various fom sof student participation and
representation to the governance struct ures of education institutions
are necessary for grom ing youth leadership They alsostrengthen
den aracy inPakistan and incul cate the val ues of transparency and
accountahilityin youthright at their doorsteps - the cen qises.

BARGAD has organized m a@e than 30 public events, group
discussions, diaogues, study cirdes, irteractive fim screenings,
s irars ;m agstudents and a TVtal k show

During our first regional dial ogue on peace and youth cooperation
in Decen ter 2003, we alsoi nvited representatives from Hn bdt

Uni versity, Berlin to present m ad and working of students’
parlin et in Gem any, so that their best practices, structures and
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procedures can be deliberated in Pakistan®W e have also sought
students’ opi ni on on studentu ni ons through our website since 2004
when it was first launched

BARGAD assigns and celebrates certain then eto every year and
tries to focus activities on thet particdar then e W ededicated 2007
to the thmn eof student politics and held m aw activities on the
issue.

M oeover, BARGAD has published three specia nm_ bers of its
quarterly m apzine on Student Politics and Organizations( 2008),

Student Politics( 2006), and Violence at Campuses(2001), and t wo
volm & dedicatedtoreview educational policies of Pakistan.

The student politics has rem aned dom at because of a ban on
student unions all these years. Now that the goverm ert has deci ded
toresm eit, as was always advocated by BARGAD the
organization has been working to set agenda for the student
organi zations vying for cen pus representation For that a rigorous
straegy and frsm ework wasdevised with help frm expertsinM &
2007 when no ather group could anticipate a return of the student
unions in Pakistan

Under this strategy, concept of a 15-day course on revisiting st udent
politics was devel oped to m ator core-group of higher education
studerts every year with an overall goal tolink students with social
causes with particuar reference to peacebuildng and wm en
leadership in cen pwses. This was later expanded irtoa detailed
outline, whichwas pre-tested through a survey on students’ political
perceptions.

However, with the publication of “MNational Survey on Student
Politics, 2008” the organization provided a fresh perspective on
students’ perceptions on a national scale. This survey has proved to
be a highly orignal account and has affected all stakehol ders
irterested inthe issue — thest udents, educationists, policy m ders,
researchers;m eda andthe politicians.

2 See BARGAD. “Report: First Regional Dialogue on Peace and Youth
Cooperation”, Gujranwala: BARGAD, 2003.
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W ith a scientificaly designed 5 percent sm fe sizeof all 23
general education public universities;, BARGAD s national survey
was hailed as the ‘largest ever consultaive study on student palitics
fron the perspective of students’, ‘the ground breaki ng study’ and
‘a rare work done after the Hm ood-ur-Rem an Cmm ission
Report on studert problen s and issues in 1966°. Not only the
national m ela but also the international m ela and research
conm uity favourably covered and reviewed the national survey.
The author was alsointerviewed both by print and electronic m eda
on several occasi ons.

The two launching ceren aies of the “National Survey on S udent
Politics, 2008” further facilitated m uti-stakehol der dial ogues on the
issue. One of the m prtant outcn e was tha after its publication
m ay veteran student leaders now national political leaders have
co eout to publically discuss the student politics oft heir own
tm & M awy have a changed view now and speak of the
independence of student pdlitics frmm  outside pdlitics.

BARAGD also held a first ever national conference of \ice
Chancell ors on Peacebuild ng and W m enLeadershi p Develom ert
in Gn pses.

It was held on 3-5M ach 2009 inBhurban, M uree. The conference
was progrmmm alin five incusive sessions nmmn dy, An of H gher
Education and Nation Building Challenges of Youth
Radi calization, Peacebuildng and Student Politics: Revisiting the
Past; W m e1Leadership Develom et inCan puses; |dertification
& Ranning for Actionin CGam pses.

The m aritude of the conference was very high and unparalleled
since m @ethan 12 worthy M ce Chancellors along withsenior m a
facuty m en lars of differertuni versities frm across Pakistan took
part there in They include University of Balochistan, Quetta;
Uni versity of Peshawar; University of Agricuture Faisalabad,
Lahore College for W m enUni versity, Uni versity of Gujra; D@V

Uni versity of Health Sciences Karachi; Kinnaired College Lahore,
Sardar Bahadur Khan W @ e Uni versity Quetta; University of
Central Punjab Lahore; Gm al Uni versity D 1. Khan; Quaidi- Azm

Uni versity Islen dmad, The Islen iaUni versity of Bahawapur; CRA

Karachi and Uni versity of the Punjab Gujranwala Cen ps. Besi des
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this august gat hering there were chairpersons and deansof different
faculties Punjab Uni versity Lahore; Sindh Uni versity ofJa  shorg
and Uhi versity of Sargodha.

The wider consultaion on student politics has created an
envirom et that has m ak possible open and public discussions on

the issue right within the universities and higher e ducation
structures. Estwhile it was atabooed subj ect.
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CHAPTER 2: MAPPING THE
LITERATURE

Through our m gpang of the literature, we found thef oll ow ng
m da trends on student pdliticsin Pakistan

— The scholarly literature on politics narrates general

contribution of students and “young people” to various
national m om etsbut it does not den astrates youth as a
distinct group tha is self-conscious of their independent
group idertity Research on student politics has been
largely done by veteran leaders affiliaed with student
organi zations on ideol ogicalgrounds; or it iscom posed of
inerviews, newspaper and on-line wite-ups, ora
testm aies, or gani zational docm erts and
autobi ographical accounts of political history. Academ ic
work on the topic is generally unpublished and has been
cm fdeted to pursue M A phil and PhD degressi n
various uni versities of Pakistan

Literature on student politics m atly focuses upon the
m divational factors — i.e.i deology, belief systen and
personal appeal — of recruitn at to national m om ets.
There is lesser literat ure on the possihility of devel om ertal
approach; inthat howthe student palitics has contributed to
enhancing resources for activists and opportunities for
sociadl m dility The sociopditicad factors and its
cm pahility with expanding education systen s and
progren m ing have also been rarely touched in narrati veof
student pdlitics.

There have been four m lestone m & m o ets in
Paki stan inwhich students were palitically quite active and
significartly visibde in the public action: (i) the Pakistan
m om at, (ii) the uprisingof 1968-69, (iii) the Afghan
war and, and (iv) the m um et against m positionof
| agency by President GeneralM sharraf.

Hstory of student politics indicates that it is extensionof
national or other political parties. It has en asted frm
larger political context outside the cen pses i.e palitical
parties and the ided ogical loyalties that they cen efrom,
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and played a proxy cortest for palitidans inthe presenceof
successi vem litary regm ein Pakistan

— Avreviewof student paliticsi n Pakistan woul d reveal that
dn araic and political activisn of youth is largely
im ajned as m a&s politics, street power and intense
uprisings. W ith the advent of Afghan Jehad the m ilitant
tendencies rose frm this politics, where dm inart student
groups acted as m asm dilizers and recruiting agencies of
youthfor this jehad if not the articu ators.

— There are various explanations of students’ disinteresti n
m arstremn  student politics, for exmn fde violence in
cen pees, ban on student politics, weaker poalitical
organizations and lesser affordahility of education etc
However, sm eliteraure would argue that this signifies
aversion of students towards dm inart fom sof ce pus
politics rather than rejectingit per se. There are verifiable
indications that students approve union activities within
ce pw.es but disapprove “pditics” [of the past].

— The distinction bet ween perception of student palitics and
unions m g the literate youth can provide us insights
about what ki nd of palitics is acceptable tothe students and
how that’s called ‘apdlitical” by the m arstremn political
actars inthe country.

— W ith the recert en eagenceof interest in civic activism,
there has been sm em deial on partia national scale on
youth's padlitical perceptions and trust in pditical systen .

— The reviewof m ilestone m om eats suggests that the
conten prary students are politically behaving quite
differently than previous historical exen fdes. There isa
stark departure fron historical trends. It would con pdus
to go beyond the historical approaches tocm pehend the
changi ng nature of youth political partid pation in Pakistan
and explore interpretaionsof the change in students’
cdlective behaviour from the socio-pdlitical, acade ic
structural, develom erta and psychological factors that
m igt have caused the shift.

— Acm hnaion of mm egngfactors like the den ayaphy,
m aaand I CTs, increased urbanization greater enrolin et
of wmn enyouth especiallyat the higher education level,
the civil society strengthening and the incentives for
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political participation are possibly changing political
behavi our of the present-day studerts.

To fdlowthe historical traces of student politics can be a frustrating
exercise inour national miieu The exclusive m deria on student
politics is a rarity. Only one book of a progressive witer (Prof.
Aziz-ud-din Am ad) can becited as a dedicated publication The
rest of such literature, am @t all available on student politics has
been generated by Islen iJam ia Taal ba and its affiliate ind vi dual s
and groupsm dryto grom the observant cadres.

The acadm ic text is practicaly shelved in libraries and is
unublished

Inthe m arstrem literature on politics and history, a few foatnates
on student participation andp olitics inthe vast body of historical
accounts could m de their space; inwhich the national m om eats
are focus of the studies and the students and their potertial
cm fden ats the force of such m om eats. They fom part of a
greater national idertity and are not self-conscious of their
di sti ncti veness as an organi zed student body.

In these accounts, ‘student’and ‘youth’ is not the subject. Their
potertial and yout hful ness to serve a greater national cause is what
irterests the authors. W emay find doctn ertation of events but no
anal ysis is gven on student politics itself.

This argm et is especialy true for the first three out of four
m ilestone m om ats whenPakistani students are deem el to be
politically active: (i) the Pakistan m omn at, (ii) the uprising of
1968-69 (iii) the Afghan war, and (iv) the m om et against
m pxition of mm agency by President GeneralM sharraf.

In fact, only inthe last m iestone m o et, the m @ recent one,
we have found that students and youth as an independent and
hi ghli ghted entity have en eged in public discussions. W ecan see
that in analytica tem s this course of inquiry began with
dn oyaphic studies rather than the historica and political
literat ure.
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In the first exsn pe of Pakistan m om at, we havet o browse
works of authors like Ayesha Jalal (2001), StephenP. Cohen
(2004), K K Aziz, Sirdar Shaukat Hayat Khan (1995),etc. Their
narratives shed s elight in tem sof events and develom erts on
when and where the youngpeople especialy as threeor ganized
groups, as the M im National Guards, All India M dim Sudents
Federation and Punjab M @dim Students Federation m bilized the
M dim population of United India in different localities during
their can mignfor aseparate hm dand Pakistan *

This m arstreen scholarship of Pakistan m om et is a classic
exmn fde of rawm ationing of events when it con & to youth
activisn inthem aing of Pakistan and the partition of India

lan Tal bat (1996) however is an exception who is deeply consci ous
of the rde that the M Wim National Guards M N3) played in
Pakistan m om et and the historians’ neglect of these youth
vol unteers. He woul d ratheren phasize ina dedicated chapter that
these “volunteers were asm wh a syn bdic underpinning of
Pakistani ‘nationalisn ’as the newflag and anthen [of Pakistary.”
They den awstrated public participation in the freedom struggle
especialy in urban areas of northern India They alsoprovide a
bottmm -up view of the palitics of M @in League that traditionally
was elitist like other contestarts. A one poirt, Salar-i-Am
(On'm ader in Chief) of the M N3 clam sin his autobi ography
the nm ler of its m e las was around 300, 000 youth only in one
provi nce Bengal.

According to Tabl a, the fearsm eappearance of m ilitant Rashtriya
Swaym Sevak Sangh (RSS)frm the Hnduconm uitym & have
sm einfluence upon founding of the National M Wim Guards; as

% See Khan, Shaukat Hyat. “A Nation that Lost its Soul” Lahore: Jang
Publishers, 1995. Jalal, Ayesha. “Self and Sovereignty: Individual and
community in South Asian Islam since 1850 Lahore, Pakistan: Sang-E-Meel
Publications, 2001. Cohen, Stephen Philip. “The Idea of Pakistan”,
Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution Press, 2004.

4 See details in pp.59-80. Talbot, lan. “Freedom’s Cry: The Popular
Dimensions in the Pakistan Movement and Partition Experience in North-West
India”, Karachi: Oxford University Press: 1996.
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the pioneers of M N3 cen e frmm the RSS’s heartlandi n Nagpur.
The M N& were involved in propaganda, organization and
m aagen et of political m etings and relief wor k activities for the
M dim conm uity. However boththe RSS andthe M s will also
be ren e l&red as leading groups of m arting violence and
relig ousm ilitancy duringthe partition of India

Secondy. Inthe post-independence era, students’ rde is indirectly
highlighted in Lal Khan’s recent book, launched in 2009, frm a
trade union and M axst perspective when he docm ertst he events
of 196869 and uprising for indi cating a ‘revol wion’ in Pakistan®

Thirdy, Afghan Jehad period gives us stark exan pes of students’
rde in national palitics. This however m ixes bath procedural and
illegitm de activisn as com pred to other milestone m om ats
whose apparent purpose was peacefu and within the dm ans of
law The padlitical ralying and propaganda for the Jehada gai nst the
soviet Russia m aifested procedural activien , but the actual
recruitm at, military trainingand ot her subversi ve actiities poi nted
toillegtim de activisn for the Jehadi cause with the inception of
student and youth groups believing in revol uion through am e

struggl e (jehad).

There is a strand of literaure and public staten ets ofim portant
political figures that woul dassert tha students and youth were
extensively recruited for the Afghan Jehad cen pmign and it is
regarded as one of the open secrets of national politics hardy
challenged by any politicd comm etao. M any en irent
personalities like the late Prim eV irister M sBenazir Bhutto (2008),
General Pervaiz M sharraf (2006), A& bessador Hussain Haggani
(2005), etc., endorse the existence of a cn pign for afghan war
within Pakistan°Ho wever there is very little investigation on the
details and actual operationof youth recrutm et and the political

% Khan, Lal. “Pakistan’s Other Story: The 1968-69 Revolution”. Lahore: The
Struggle Publications, 2008.

® See examples in Bhutto, Benazir. “RECONCILIATION: Islam, Democracy
and the West”, London: Simon & Schuster, 2008. Musharraf, Pervez. “In the
Line of Fire: A Memoir”, London: Simon & Schuster, 2006. Haggani, Hussain.
“Pakistan: Between Mosque And Military”, Lahore: Vanguard Books, 2005.
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participation of youth in this cen pmign The officia versions of
Islen iJen ia Talaba (1JT),sister organization of theJa ad-e
Islen i, provi de us aut hertic insights about their paliticals upport to
Afghan Jehad through a series of Jehad conferences. They uphol d
and take credit for the success of jehad against soviet Russia
through politicalm dilization of youth’

During the sen e period secular nationalist student groups also
resorted tovident and m ilitant tendencies with m a&sive use of am s
and occupation over cen  [uses.

Itisthe fourthand laest m ilestone m o at, agai nst im psition of
; agency rue by General M sharraf, which has reallywoken the
world by student collective action and m aifestsa student
conm uitytha has acted inan organized m aver for rue of lawin
Pakistan It has created fom d platfom s within and outside
¢ pees. New student organizations like the Students Action
Cm m ittee, University Students Organization ( USF) and I nsaf
Sudents Federation (1SF) have been founded The aged-dd
m oopaly of IJT inthe biggest university of Pakistan, The Punjab
Uni versity, was also brokenafter a spate of student protest again
m ahanding of cricketer-tuned-pditidan m ran Khan in
Noven Ler 2007. The present m omn et isurban, m oereceptive to
m ied gender irteractions, non-affilided with political parties and is
extensivel y using virtual space, web-bl ogging, electronicm esagi ng
and conten porarytools of con m uicaion

The scale of the latest moven et is debatable as con pared to
previous exan fes.

In Pakistani perspective, politica particdpation of youth is
practicall y to speak of student activisn .The m ancharacteristic of
this activisn is its dependence and affiliaion with political parties.
There have very fewindependent student organi zations. Inthe four
m ilestone politicall m om ets of youth the non-affiliated activists
have surfaced inthe latestm oven ert for rde of lawin Pakistan

7 See interviews of Chiefs of the 1JT (Shabbir Ahmed Khan, Meraj ud din, Ejaz
Ahmed, Rashid Nasim, Amir ul Azeem and Seraj ul Haque) in “Jab Woh
Nazam-e-Ala Thay”, Vol. 3, Lahore: ldara Mutbooat-e-Talaba, edition 3, Jan
2008.
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A look at the list of Pakistan’s m ga studernt organizations woul d
reveal that all these bodies were sister organizations of their m aher
political parties. In case of hardcore |eftist organizations,
underground political groups would contrd the studerto perations
andthe affliation was never publicaly owned

The list of affiliated student organizations indude the M @im

Sudents Federation M ), Islen iJan id Talaba (1JT), Al Pakistan
Sudent Organization ( APSO, Peoples Students Organization
(PSF), Ingalabi M awaz-e-Talaba (M T, D ccratic Students
Organization ( DSF), National Students Federation ( NSF),
Nationalist Students Organization (NSO, Al Pakistan M ugir
Sudents Organization (APM ), Baloch Students Organization
(BSO, Anjm an Talaba-e-Islm (AM), Ja ia Talaba-e-Islen

(JM), Pukhtun Students Federation (PkSF), Insaf Students
Federation (ISP, Jaye Sindh Talaba M daz, Sindhi Shagird
Tahreek (SST) etc.

The student politics was also divided by an irtense ided ogical
struggl e bet ween the palitical Islen igs and the left-oriented parties
inan over-al envirom et of coldwar. The bulk of literature thus
relates student activisn to adherence to the ided ogical ideas and
when these comm in atsare not present now they would
aum dicdly call new and politicaly non-party activim as
apolitical.’Their standpoint m a/now be unacceptable by m garity
of the students as has beeni ndicated by the National Survey on
Sudent politics, 2008, but it is worthm etioning that bath these
rightist and leftist activists have been the leading forces of student
activisn inPakistaninthe post-independence era

It is nevertheless to the credt of ARM SOand BSO that they
preceded and caused thef om aion of their [presert] m aher
political parties. ARM SOwas founded in June 11, 1978 while the
BSOcm eintobeinginl967 bathprior tothe parties they are now

8 See for example, Ahmad, Aziz-uddin. “Pakistan Mein Talaba Tehreek”,
Lahore: Mashal, 2000, and Tareekh Jamiat Committee. “Jab Woh Nazim-e-Ala
Thay” (Vol 1, 2, 3, 4) Lahore: Idara Matbooaat-e-Talaba. [Ahmad in his recent
newspaper writings, however, seems to have revised earlier stands expressed in
his book.]
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politicaly aligned °This should however be m ationedt hat BSO
leadershi pwas part and parcel of the National Awen iParty ( NAP).
Infact its founder Dr. HayeeBal och was elected M NAon the ticket
of NAP, while he was still secretray general of the BSO. Li kewise
in the case of NSO a group of professors conceived the student
organi zation Inany case, if not am arstreen political party, groups
of el ders were al ways inthescene even inthe case of ‘indepently
grown student organi zati ons.

Sm eanal ysts woul d also argue that withinthe overall princi ples of
political-Islen ic idedogy guided by the teachings of M alana
M adaudi, the IJT has acted independently and sm dim e led its
m oher party the JI especially inthe Zulfigar Ali Bhutto era rather
than folowing *° PI LDAT s discussi on paper also indirectlyclam s
tothe sen eeffect for the Gen Zia regm e “it is also believed that
the decision was based onr eports that arnti-goverm ent student
alliances had gai ned consi derabl e influence and strength and these
could pose a threat to Gen. Zia-u- Hq's goverm ert.”™ Perhaps it
m piesthat the IIT differed with the JI policy of collaboraing with
Gen. Zia and was then part of the anti-goverm et alliance. Sam an
Abi d also supports this theory of partial difference bet ween the IJT
and JI during the Gen. Zia’s rue*Nevertheless this isseverely
contested on historical evidence and taken as an effort to condone
JI’s cdlaboration wththem artial lawaut horities.

There are two m ga explanations for dependence of student
activisn  over the political parties: (i) the inceptionof student
politics by the leading palitical party to facilitate the struggle for

® See Interview with Mir Hasil Bizenjo, Secretary General, National Party.

10 See pages 57-67 in Nasr, Seyyed Vali Reza. The Vanguard of the Islamic
Revolution: The Jama'at-i Islami of Pakistan. Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1994.

11 PILDAT, Proposed Revival of Students’ Unions in Pakistan: Discussion
Paper, Islamabad, Revised: September 2008, p.5.

12 Abid, Salman. “Talba Siyasat, Siyasi Shaoor or Bhatta Khori kay Dirmiyan”,
in  Monthly Awami Jamhoori Forum. Issue No. 46, pp-22-25
http://www.awamijamhoriforum.org/46thissue/innerpage.php?type=Art%20
11&image_id=1
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independence [This is also true for Inda], and the (ii) contrd and
ban on political leaders through restrictive lavs like the Public and
Representative Office Disqualificaion Act (PRODA) in1949, the
Hective Bodies Disqualification Order (EBDQ in 1960 and the
Political Parties Act of 1962and then the successive unden aratic
regm e specifically in Pakistan The proponerts of thel atter idea
m artain that in the absence of political process, the defunct
political leaders chose toshow their m wdes through student
organi zations.®*Thi's also created a space for street anda gitation
politics. It is no coincidencet hat throughout the 1950s and till late
1960s only those student organizations in W et Pakistan — present
day Pakistan - could thrive in cen puses which adheredt o radical
versions of changing the society fron their respective rightist and
leftist standpoi rts.

Political parties have capitalized upon showng of m &les, street
power and irtense uprisings through student politics untilt he 1990s
when the student unions were eventually banned

In the pre-independence era, the histarian Sharif ul M jahid cites
exm pes between 1937 and 1946, when the fear of student
den astrations deterred m ay leading provincial chiefs such as
Fazl ul Hag, Khizr Hayat Khan Ti wana and GM . Syed torevalt and
challenge the leadership of Quaid-e-A2m M dmm aAi Jinnah
and played a crucid rdei n sustaining Jinnah in his singular
leadership

Li kewse, Gen. Ayub Khanhim sdf accused M alana M adaui of
“creating student troubles” in Noven ber 1963 before banning the
JI.Y> The events of 1968 are alsotestin a@ials tothe street power of
stuctents and youth Syed W di Nasr (1994) and Javed Hashm i
(2005) postuae that the rde of agitational politics of the students
was extended to so m uch heights against the Zulfigar Ali Bhutto

13 Interview with Aamir Riaz, Editor monthly Awami Jamhoori Forum.

% Mujahid, Sharif al. “CHAPTERS FROM HISTORY: Students’ role in the
Pakistan Movement”. Daily Dawn, June 30, 2002

5 Ghulam Ghous, The Jamaat-e-Islami of Pakistan in Ayub Era (1958-69),
MPhil Thesis (unpublished), Quaid-i-Azam University Islamabad, 2001.
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regm etha they were ther eal opposition leading m arstrem
political parties.

W iththe arrival of Afghan war, a newelen et of m ilitancy rose to
its peaks with open display of am s within cen puses.™
Subsequertly the studernt unions were banned by M atia law
natificationin1984. On 1 July, 1992, every student and his parents/
guardian were bound by theSupren eCourt of Pakistant o give an
undertaking at the tm eof ath issions nat to “indul ge in palitics”.
Every cdlege and uni versityst udent in Pakistan has toprovide this
affi davit till date

The Supren eCourt further banned all student unions on 10 M ach
1993

Student organizations have resisted this ban Nevertheless there is
vast support for the ban especialy frmm the educationists’ si de who
think that studert union activities have contributed to viol ence and
m ilitancy and disruption of studies in cem pwses. In an
unprecedented m oe Mce Chancelloars of all public and private
uni versities of Pakistan in a national tele-conference regarded it
inappropriate to lift the banat the present critical situation of the
country. They rather supported the growh of societies and
associations within cen pses. They further accused the unions of
bei ng a source of vidence and disruptioninstudies.’’Som eveteran
student activists also now approve delinki ng students with national
political parties and vidence of the past.'®

Two m ga surveys on studernt/ youth politics confim that students
negativel y view the influence of outside cen pus poalitics. However

18 Interview with Senator Anisa Zeb Tahirkheili, twice elected vice president of
the Peshawer University Students’ Union, and later the founding Secretary
General of the Peoples Youth Organization and a Federal Minister.

7 Daily Dawn, 12 April 2009.

'8 Interviews with Anisa Zeb Tahir Kheili, Fayyaz Baqir and Pervaiz Rashid,
and see strong views of Jehangir Badr (now Sect. Gen. PPP) and Khawaja Saad
Rafigue (MNA PML-N) in Press Release: Discussion on “Educational

Institutions and Wings of Political Parties?” in PU, Nov 17, 2008
http://www.pu.edu.pk/press/press_release-17-nov-08.asp
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it was found out by the National Survey on Student Politics, 2008

that aversion of studerts is towards dm inat fom of cm ps
politics — linkage with political parties, vidence, idedogies etc -
rather than rejecting it per se. There are verifiable ind cations that
students approve union activities within cen pses but disapprove
“politics”. That m ars thatt hey want to engage them "wves in
essertialy political acts but seek torm dnoutside the influences of
fom dinstitutions of governm at, conventional political actors (i.e
parties), and traditional fom s of pdlitical behavi our.™

The fom dion of new student bodies like the Students Action
Cn m ittee (SAQ), ISF andUni versity Students Federation ( USF)
during the last three years and their rde inthe m om ent agai nst
im pxitionof en egency rue by the General M sharraf goverm ert
also den astrates sm ilar effects of a cen pagn-based politics on
issues rat her than subscribing to parties, idedl ogies or violence.

QOur review of literature suggests that the latest studert uprising is
unique inits character as com  pared to first three exen ples of the
Pakistan m om et, the uprising of the 1968-68 and the Afghan
Jehad politics. Trends have hugely changed So the historical
approach to understand the student/ youth participation in
den aracy and politics is likely to fail at explaining thenew fom s
of group cohesion networking and m dilization of students and
youthin Pakistan

There is a need to revisit the student politics and probe socio-
political, acaden ig ided ogical, societal envirom ets and idertify
resources and m divation for entering irto the student politics and
see if these are now e agng in ather avenues of studert life in
c pwses as well.

19 Butt, Igbal Haider. “National Survey on Student Politics, 2008”, Gujranwala:
Bargad, 2008. and Centre for Civic Education (CCE) “Political Participation of
Youth in Pakistan”, Undated.
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CHAPTER 3: UNDERSTANDING
STUDENT POLITICS

3.1. HisToRICAL CASE OF PAKISTAN

Hstorical case of student politics in Pakistan preserts four m ja
cum ireting poi ks of period when students consistertly cen @i gned
and their m & m dilizationwas strongly felt in the political and
public life of the courtry. Thesem om ets are:

The Pakistarm omn et

The uprising of 1968-69

The Aghan var, and

The m omn et against i m meition of en egency by
President GeneralM sharraf.

w W W W

In pre-independence Pakistan, the student politics has been largel y
driven by national partiesand its inception was caused by a
m om at run outside walls of the cen pses, nm dy the
independence m omn et against the British and form aking of
Pakistan

Inundivided India student m wsdes were first shown inthe eruption
of cen s pratests against the British Sm o Con m ission (1928),
which visited I ndia in connection with addressingt he self-
goverm et of Indians.

These pratests contributed to wi der irteractions s ang the students
and cum ireted irto the establism et of the All-India Students
Federation (A SF) in 1936.

The Al SF held a nationalist agenda and was solely dedicated to the
idea of independence for India from the British rue This core
agenda of independence consalidated the organization of students
under one banner. However,it was seqn erted by fom #ion of the
Al-India Sudents Congress (A SQ on the question of partid pation
inthe Second W ald W a The comm uist students supported the
decision of Soviet Russia teenter irto the war, while the socialist
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and Ghandian students opposed to jan the war. It wasultm ady
the A SCthat led Ind ato Independence.

The M @in India diverged to other direction and den anded a
separate state This was m aifested in fom dion of theAll-India
M @im Students Federation( AM S in 1937. This student body
was an affiliated subsidaryof the All Inda M @in League like
their Al SC counterparts associated with the Indian National
Congress. Its goal was a separate hm dand for the M @din s whi ch
was utin adyachievedin August 1947

AM s role was so much crucial, according to Sharif-u-
M gahid?it practically served as a substitute to the provincial
M @im Leagues, which were ridden by personal and factional feuds
m ogtheir leaders. AV SRwas a perpet ual balanci ng and pressure
group upon the provincia leaders for not crossing thel i nes and
con pm igng organizational agenda i.e allan et of party tickets
for the 1946 elections. Their significance also rose because Quai ¢
e- Am listenedtothen as he didto no aher organized group.

Sudents were alsoinstrm etal inshaping a progressiveface tothe
M dim League. For exan fe, they staged a den amstration infavour
of the abdlition of zen indari (absentee landl ordisn )when the UP
League W agking Con m ittee was m ating at Allahabad in 1945.
They also influenced the Punjab League to draw up a progressive
m aifesta

AM S was a comm uication link bet ween M wlim League
leadership and them &ses.

AM SFgrom edits vol urteers by establishing trainingcean s for
election cen pigning in Aigarh Dacca, Calcuta Lahore and
Peshawar. Only in Punjab there were over 2000 trai nedv ol unteers
(2945). The success of civildisobedience m oen ets during early
1947 in Punjab, M/ FP and Assm are largely attributed to the
AM  S=2'I n short, it was the student power on streets that presented
them as face of Pakistarm @& et

2 Mujahid, Sharif al. “CHAPTERS FROM HISTORY: Students’ role in the
Pakistan Movement”. Daily Dawn, June 30, 2002

2 |bid.
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The AM SF achieved its single goal: Pakistan W fen it was done
and the politicdans becen e uthorities in new state the student
organi zation also beganto whither avay.

The dn ise of AM S and its failure to convert irto a potent and
organized force in the newy born Pakistan strengthens the
m pession that this body was carved out tofacilitae the outreach of
politidans who were least interested inden aratic potentia of the
students. W iththe death of its patron Quai d-e- Az , the situation
for organized students was really choked

The studernt m oen et wasundivided in early period of Pakistan
until the affects of a cold war irtroduced new or gani zati ons like the
Isln iJm ia Talaba (Dec 1947) first fom edas Ten r-i- Akar-i-
Islen 1(1945), and D aratic Sudents Federation (1950), etc.

Fom edunder the influence of M alana M adodi and affiliated with
the Jmn a-e-Islen ifm ily 1JT was raher cornered at the tn eof
its inception; as it along with other palitical-Islen igts had opposed
the creation of Pakistan M opeover, M alana M adudi had adopted
an aggressivel y hostile posture against the leadership of the newy
created state He blen edtheM wlin League’s leadership for all the
problen swhich the peoplewere facing at that tm e In 1948 he
expressed his controversersial views regarding the alliagiance tothe
newzsztate of Pakistan and legitim &y of participation inthe Kasm ir
Var.

However despite his public position against the ruling party,
M alana M axdd was well in touch with (Deobandi) relig ous
leaders associated with the M Wiim League regm e He had
reviewed and suggested certain changes to the draft ofo bjective
resd wion which was sentt o hm by M alana Shabbir Am ad
Un ai and M alan Zafar Am ad U ai while he was in
i pisom etinM dtanjal.?

22 See issues of “Tarajumanul Quran” [May 1947, pp. 64-65; June 1948, pp.
69-79; 11-12 August 1948, pp. 5-12; and June 1948, pp. 60-67] as cited in
Ghous, Ghulam (2001), p.4.

28 «Tazkirah,” vol. 3, p.50 as cited in Ghous, Ghulam (2001), p.17.
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A the tm eof fom dion the founding fathers of 1JTlike their
elders inthe JI were looking irto a Dawa( preaching) rde rather
than political. The contestover clarity of roles created fissures
withinthe JI during its fmm @s All Pakistan Convertion in M ahchi
Goth a village indistric Rahm Yar Khan in Febrauray 1957 It
resulted in the ouster of Jil eaders M alana A in Ahsen Islahi,
M alana Abdul Jabbar Ghazi, M alana Abdul Ghaffar Hassan,

Shei kh Sultan Hassan and other rebels who adhered to the orig nal
idea of Dawa and opposed JI’s partici pationto pditics.

On the other hand the DSF, the student wi ng of Con m uist Party of
Pakistan ( CPP), capitalized upon the agitation of m igant
conm uity youth agai nst the tution fees, cost of education and lab
and hostel facilities, etc, inKarachi. By 1952, it was also present in
Lahore, Faisalabad, Rawalpind and other coleges of Punjab and
had swept the student unionel ections nationally™*. It alsof ounded
an alliance of elected student unions, the Inter-Collegiate Body
(1CBm dryfor student welfare andtoresd ve the student issues.

The enterprising DSF could have thrived in them oderate
envirom et of educational institutions and presence of progressive
educated classes inPakistan Ho wever itsm achcen etohalt when
it was banned in 1954 alongwth its m aher party theCPP. The
goverm et accused conni vance of the CPP leadershi p wi th General

Akbar Khan ina failed “Rawal pindi Conspiracy Case” ina bid to
overthrow the regm e DSF’s fotrightly publication the Sudents

Herald was also banned

M aw sypn pethizers assert that this ban was only an excuse under
pressure frm the ‘capitalist world - practically the US - to
officialy prohibit and persecut the bath comm uist outfits. They
had no fom d links with coterie of Gen. Akbar. However the eye-
witness revelations m ak after a lapse of 53 yearsby senior
conm uist Prof. Khawaja M aud in 2008 have endorsed that the
CPP was actuallyinvol ved in the failed coup. %

24 Ahmed, S. Haroon & Asmi, Saleem. “Student movement revisited”, Daily
Dawn: Karachi, 5 April 2008.

% Awami Jamhori Forum. Interview Khawaja Masud, Issue No. 45, pp. 19-31.
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The m picaions of the Rawalpindi Conspiracy Casehave far
reachi ng effects upon progressive student m om eats —especialy
those which were m pessedby the reva wion in SovietRussia In
the ensuing years they coul dnever recover. They went under ground
and worked under banners of dfferentm drstreen pditical parties.

The clandastine working of coom uists m ak then hostage to
paranoi a, organizational opacity, narrowness and a collective state
of suspicion over everythingan idst fears of being irfiltrated by the
“state agents.” This irternal am aphere also caused riftsupon rifts
m agthe comm uist groups.

Although DSF m ak a co e back inthe lae 1970s but it was in
practice only the m e @y of DSF. The laer brands of progressive
student m o at m atly adhered to the sociaist ideology of
China, arti-Indiacen paignand populist radicalisn i.e the NSF, the
NSO and the progressive elen ets of PSF inspired by Sheikh

Rashid Am ed Senior M cePresident of PPP and popularly called
the Babi-a-Socialism( Father of Socialisn )

Attaching high value to the Calcuta decision of CPI(M arch 6,
1948) to declare Pakistanripe for revoluion and| ater the
conm uist pla (Rawvalpindi Conspiracy Case) to overthrow the
goverm ert, anal ysts like Amn ir Raz?°tem it as a turning point of
the den ise of (pro- USSR progressivem o et in Pakistan

Rather than positively contributing to the nascent state, the
conm uists over-m htiously clashed with the establism et and
infuriated the political ands ocial structures of the country. This
policy of conflicting with the state and even intelectually
challenging its legitm ayt o exist cen e under thecold war
envirom et. Itwas inlinewiththe thnking of Com m uist Party of
India (CPl) and the national leadershi p of CPP whichevenim prted
itstop brass from Indiai.e Sajjad Zaheer the CPP general secretary
and Hassan Nasir the central con m itee m en lar, etc. Because of
the orientation of these leaders, the comm uists were thought as a
risktothe security of the Pakistani state, Am irm drtains.

2 Interview of Author with Aamir Riaz, 18 Nov 2009.
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This view of the conm uists being creators of their own troubles
defies popularly held opinion en ang the progressive lot that “the
ruing elite were unhappy with popul arity of the em egng student
m om at. M @e so, because it had decided to tilt tonards the
United States and enter irto m ilitary pacts such as SEATO and
CENTQ "

Putting blen e only on state repression is also to deny self-
questioning It is the failue of irternal analysis and policies and
inability to realize organizational Im itaions. This trend, as a
general observation runs through m awy exan fes across political
divides and during differert eras in Pakistan

In case of student politics that can also be observed inthe inahility
to devise a politics that is directly linked with education and
actimvitiesinlinewiththe prim aym adate of cen  puses —t he studies
and learning

Another im potart organization the National Sudents Federation
(NSF) was fom edin 1956 M Jaity practitioners and anal ysts,
including its founders, are convinced it was first created by the
regm eto counter influence of DSF and the organized con m uists
within cen pses. Its earlierl eader Hussain Nagi tells that soon it
was realized by the establishm at that the NSF vas also a sore.?

NSF was the key student organization that also led the uprising of
late 1968-69. One m & however m ation that at m awoccasions
bot h the rightist and leftist student organi zations ja ned hands on the
question of opposing dictatarship of Gen. Ayub Khan and his
education palicies ie. SharifCon m ission Report (1959),u ni versity
refom sthrough UniversityAct (Nov 1963) and irtroduction of
three years’ graduate degree progran (1968).

The uprising of the 1968-69 was sparked by the m istandling of
students of Gordon College Rawal pindi by the Custmn sauthorities
while they were returning frm their visit to Landi Kotali n Khyber

2" Ahmed, S. Haroon & Asmi, Saleem (2008)

2 Interview, The News on Sunday, The News international, 17 June 2007.
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Agency. Lal Khan®has produced details of these events and
reproduced dispatches of British diplo &s in Pakistan on how the
m &s agitaion erupted Qur irterview with Pervaiz Rashid then
provincial president of the NSF and him  df a student of the Gor don
College is dsotestm awytothe inception of uprising

The late 1960’s are m rtant in the sense that this caused
prdiferation of student politics and organi zations. Politics confined
to‘drawng rom ¢, aswe popularlysay, of the eliteand sm  estreet
activisn by unions affiliaed with ided ogical outfits outbound to
the m a&ses. M awy new student organizations like the Peoples
Sudents Federation (PSF), Baloch Sudents O ganization (BSO),
Pukhtoon Students Federation (PkSF), Anjm an Talaba-e-Islm
(AT), Jm ia Talaba-e-Islam (JT), Ingalabi M dvz-e- Talaba (M )
and Nationalist Sudents Organization (NSO cen eirtobeingina
transition from Iim ited den ocracy tom &s partid pationof citizens
in paditics a the national level.

After the Gen. Ayub era the m & significant everts of student
politics can be smm aizedas (i) the students’ m ilitartr ole in an
Am yOperationinthe then East Pakistan and (ii) their leading rd e
to the extent of substituion of the opposition political parties
against the Zulfigar Ai Bhutto goverm ert.

The JT fom edtwo militiasnan dythe Al-Shen sand Al- Badr to
fight along the am yto curb secessionist insurgency in East
Pakistan Gen. (Retd) Rao Fam an Ali Khan as a prin ary source
m artains that these pro-Pakistan forces were funded through the
industrialists and busi nessn @ *°

In the Bhutto era the opposition was syn bdized by the student
leaders clam sJaved Hashmiin his autobiography, Mein Baghi

Hoon He was then the IJT leader, laer co-opted asa federal
m irister in the cabinet of Gen Zia — while he was stilla student
leader — and presently is oneof the key figures of Pakistan M din
League ( Navaz).

2 Kan, Lal, “Pakistan’s Other Story: The 1968-69 Revolution”, pp. 127-134

% Khan, Gen (R.) Rao Farman Ali. “How Pakistan Got Divided?”,
Lahore: Jang Publishers.
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Bhutto period was a charged era regarding student politics.
Progressive politics was divided an ong provincial areas of
influence: NSF in Karachi; SST, SPAF & DSF in interior Sindh;
BSO inBalochistan PkSF in M/ FP while NSO inPunjab On the
ot her hand after 1971, JI and 1JT attracted arti-bhutto sertin etsin
especialythe central Punjab region

Another m ga turn to student politics cen ewith the Afghan war.
Sudents and youth were recruited towage the war and the 1JT was
m aninstrm ert togain political support for the war. This was also
the period of bl oody studentcl ashes, gabza groups and tatal control
upon cen pses by one group o the ather dependi ng upon I ocati on

The goverm ert’s hid to discredit its den caraic opposition and
m e specifically the PPP resuted inrise of provincial, regional or
parochia palitics incen puses inwhich display of firearm sbecen e
arouine and vidence incam pses a nom .

The rise of AR SOin Karachi, nationalist elen ets inot her parts
of the country and organizations like the M S-and IJTi n Punjab
entaged then sdwves in a perpetual clash over occupation of
cen  [Uses.

This vidence was qualitatively different frm skim ishes bet ween
rival students inthe previous eras with the advent of sophisticated
fiream s Dr. Kaiser Bengali argues that the onus of responsihility
lies upon the aut horities thatwere responsi e for irternal security,
whose duty it was to ensure that illegal am sdo note nter the
country and do not becon eavailable incovert m aketpaces inthe
country. They m adrtained surveillance activities of anti-
establism et student leaders, but failed to notice the creeping
proliferation of am soncen puses.®

The student unions were subsequently banned by M atial law
natification in1984. It isargued that the ban practically rati onalized
occupation of student organizations and groups over cen puses.

31 Butt, Igbal Haider. “National Survey on Student Politics, 2008”, p. 5.
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On 1 July, 1992 every student and his parerts/ guardian were
bound by the Supren eCourt of Pakistan to gi ve an undertaki ng at
thetin ed ath issions nat to “indul ge in pdlitics”.

The Supren eCourt further banned all student unions on 10 M ach
1993

Athough the presert goverm et has announced to liftt he ban on
studert politics, yet its natification is still pending and by
procedural standards the announcen et of lifting ban m igt be a
political irtert but not an action m pen ated The banon student
politics is still operative.

However the legality of lifting a ban is trickier than it semn s If we
recall the ban (Interm OrderJuly 1992 and then M ach 1993) it was
m psed by the Supren eCourt (M .Isn dl Qureshi & athers vs M.
Owais Qasim , Secretary General Islen iJm id-i- Talaba Pakistan
and 3 others 1993 S R1781). It was a partial and suktle ban The
court did nat ban activities related with uni ons, rather it banned the
association of student organizations with organizational set-up of
the educational imstitutions. The court order also pem itted uni on
actimvities and left it to the discretion of educational imstitutions if
they want ssm ekind of union

So the court practically onlybanned the ‘represertative’ status of a
student organization not union activities as such Thei ndividual
institutions can fom a student body by this order. That’s why (nat
known popularly but) an offidal students council has been wor ki ng
since 2001l inthe Gm d Uhiversity (Deralsn dl Khan).

That m ens an executive order of the goverm et can lift the ban
(onactivities), but it will be a Iim itedaction unless a new egislation
is enacted.. ...... BUT.

— tha has not been done.

— The m idtem frem ework for Hgher Education
Conm ission (HEQ does not cover student unions. Thisis
THE policy docm ert of governing hi gher education
(uni versities and degree award ng institutions) in Pakistan.
That m emsanm enth etwll have tobe m ak Q herwise
the goverm et order wll create a discrepancy.
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— Charters of individual universities will also have to be
m ended since the banis procedurallyingrai nedthere.

On political grounds, there are serious reservations on student
unions and organizations wi thin the educationists as expressed by
the reccn m endations of the uni versity VCs (2008) and m aw those
national politidans who have student activisn background i.e
Jehangir Badr and Khawaja Saad Rafique are strongly inf avour of
delinki ng student organizations wth pditical parties.

In an unprecedented m oeVice Chancellars of all public and
private universities of Pakistan gave a rejoinder to their previous
assertions on the student palitics (2009). They don’t think it
appropriate to lift the ban at the presert critical situation of the
country. They rather support the growth of societies and
associations within cen puwses. They further accuse the student
uni ons of being a source of vidence and disruption in studies.*

The fourthstudent m om eatisthe laest one ina bidtooppose the
im pxition of en egencyrule by Gen Parvez M wsharraf —
ultin ddy it has gained its objectivee. R B. Rais ispositively
im pessed by thism om et and “rejects the conventional anal ysis
that the youth is depoliticised and m arly irterested inma dvancing
their careers.” In his own words:®

“It is heartening that while the power-elites were still debating
how the m pmition of m atial lawin the country woul dh urt
then or create fresh opportunities of co-optation college and
uni versity students along with young m eda and | egal
professionals instartly realised the enom ity of the act of
trashing the constitution and throwng the vast m jaity of
judges of the superior judiciary out of the systen .It is perhaps
for the first tm ein the padlitical history of the countryt hat
legal and constitutional issues, hithertoa dm dnof the expert,
have entered into the popular m anation with a powerful
ren inder that what happens in the superior judiciaryi s a
m dter of public concern”

%2 Daily Dawn, 12 April 2009.

* Rais, Rasul B. “Youth of the Nation”, Daily Times, November 13, 2007.
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This m om et started frm t he Lahore Uni versity of Managen ert
Sciences (LM 9 whilem aking strong presencein FAST
Uni versity it clam sto have support of students of 15 universities of
Lahore under the banner of Students Action Con m itee (SAQ),
which was fom elin Noven ber 2007.

The SAOn ak five dn  ands inits foundi ng decl arati on:

— Lifting ofM atid Law

— Restoration of the Judiciarytoits pre-3rd Nov state

— Restoration of the Constitutiontoits pre-3rd Nov state

— R ovd of curbs onM edaFreedm

— Release of Protest Prisoners and dropping of charges
agai nst then

These den  ands have been m dafter m ¢ch political upheaval inthe
country. It is yet to see what will happen next. However, we can
smm ailysaytha;

— Thism om et started frm the “eitist” instit wti ons.

— Thisis urban

— Itis pditically non-aligned with any national party

— Apart frm praest ralies and agitation, the m om @t
resorted to newm ades of politicdl commm uication
W dsites, bl ogs, web-based discussion form sand lists and
m dile text m esaging was excessively used by its
m e [stoconvey their m ssages inreal tm e This use of
ne wtechnol ogies also showsbreaki ng physical surveillance
of the old-style student palitics. The effort to physically
m aitor the studentsis nat possible

— Them om atissupplen etedby alies frm the Pakistani
D aspora abroad

— Them om atisissue based

This m om et was coincided with uprising in t he Punjab
Uni versity, where the m ahandling of cricketer turned politician
i ran Khan ignited the m gority of students and the hegmn oy of
IJT was broken Two newstudent organizations, theUni versity
Sudents Federation (USF)and Insaf Students Federation (I SF)
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cm eirto being It was also supplen eted by also a revalt frm
withinthe IJT, when asection of its activists janed the I Sk

3.2. ANALYTICAL CASE OF PAKISTAN

Sudent politics has becom ea contertious issue in Pakistan
Traditionally, this activien did not m & with sen efae of longer
periods of dom axy as thenational d:m araic forceshad to go
through during successive dictatorial rules.

It is argued that this could be because of m utiple factors:
adol escence, less social responsihilities, enabling acade ic
envirom et, m akrnzationeffects, seen ingy powerful patrons
outside cem pwses, historica confidence of winning the
independence fron  forei gners, palitical incertives by the m dilizng
agencies, better use of tme and skill resources, or m divetional
factors like the political interest, idedogical inclination belief
systen and grievance and sense of irjustice or the con bination of
all these that studernts were a dreaded force an idst fragile
de araicstructures.

Hstorical evidence proves that before the ban on student unions
m whof the street power and larger political assen Hies in Pakistan
have been attributed to thest udent politics. After a long Iul, the
students were again seenon the streets during the lawyers’
m oen eat. Nevertheless their organization then dic training and
scale have visibly dilued as con pred with previous exen fdes of
nationalm om ets.

Is this the sign of student apathy or change in socio-palitical or
acade icenvirom et tha students are not subscriking to the larger
political structures?

Not only that, m aw politicall eaders who are then sdves product of
past studert politics have publically janed hands with arch rivals —
the educati onists — to propose delinki ng student politics with outsi de
—national — pdlitical actors.

Both the m gar two partiesof Pakistan m aygive a lipservice to

welco estudent politics but in practice are not ready to own the
idea of a vibrant student pdlitics (or its ident past).
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W HrSQ

Certairly there are questions that inhabit the political actors to
either e brace the student palitics or at least candidy talk abott it.
This portion should consider reasons why to revisiting student
palitics by all stakehal ders need open discussi ons on ths unresal ved
issue for educational irstitutions and the society.

3.2.1. THE PoLITICAL CONTEXT

The student palitics, or inactual itsm e ey for the conten porary
can ps lat,*i n Pakistan has al ong history of reliance upon outsi de
political influence and political party linkages. There have been
lesser m aks of independentst udent organi zations or cam ps-based
politics i.e. m awy girl colleges and rare exmn fdes like the
Goverm et Qollege Lahore, ec

Before going further, let us first define the independence of a
studert organization | would borrowfrm Srinate who tem sthat a
groupis independert if it satisfies the fdlow ng criteri on*®

— Isnat astudent wi ng of any established national or regi onal
political party?

— COignally m a have started out as a studernt wing of a
political party, but broke free frm it

— Is nat funded by any pditical party.

— The organization’s long-term agenda is nat contraledor
deci ded by any pdlitical party.

% See “National Survey on Student Politics”, where 62.6% students have no
opinion about the student politics before ban in 1984. There is a vast area of
ambivalent response to the effect that the contemporary students have
practically no idea of the student politics. An almost amnesia can be seen on
this issue. That would also mean departing from framing the student politics on
its historical “political” lines.

% Srinate Sirnate, Vasundhara. “Prospectus: Independent Student Political
Organizations in Northeast India” (Unpublished): University of California,
Berkeley. p.8
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This cen ps-society proxim ity first en aetes frm the historical
inception of student politics by the independence m om ent, 1947,
where students were neededby the All India M @im League to be
organized for the outreach dissen iretion of the national m esages
and election cen Eigns. In that sense the study of inception period
of a student m oen et or organization can shed useful lights upon
its fdlowng course and linkages with the m anstream palitical
parties. This isalsotrue for all the student organizations,barring the
AR/ SOand the BSQ whose inception was caused by m en lars of
them dher parties or groups.

The inception cases of IJT, DSF, NSF, NSQ PSF, tonm ea few
point to the designs conceived by activists of JI, factions of CPP,
The Professors Group and the PPP. These student organizations
were nat self-grownm shrom s if you like!

Renowned scholar of the student palitics Philip Altbach has anot her
explanation to offer. W lile posing a question on why student
politics is m ae successful in developing countriest han t he
devel oped staes, he suggests that “the absence of proper podlitical
instituions m des it easierf or students to infiltrate politics and
wield palitical influence and that prior history of participation in
national or anti-conial m wen ets indevel oping countries m ens
students are taken seriouslyas political actors. M awy uni versities
tend tobe located near or incapita cities that m des students m a@e
receptive to palitical ideas and i nfl uences their participation "

In weaker political systen st he probability of student activists to
quicky earn repute, get m dia attertion or being co-opted by the
hi gher echel ons is dso hi gher.

The repressi ve orders like the EBDO and athers inthe early 1960s
in Pakistan that banned m anstreen politicdans created vacum in
which students had the greater chances to be personally and
cdlectively visitle and offered on the ather hand a proxy activisn
for politidans to disrupt the goverm et or opponents’ political
am s

% Altbach, Philip. “Students and Politics” in Lipset (ed.) Student Politics,
Basic Books 1967.
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The fraglity of palitical systen in Pakistan ren drs high despite
reeurntoden aracy becauseof weaker political parties and lack of
den aratic governance and organi zed civil and palitical societies.

Student politics is a m aifestation of the input functions of
dn coracy. It is additionally confronted with m asive changes in
acaden icsetting and ot her factars which will hinder its progress if
articu ated on historical lines.

3.2.2. THE ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT

Cn pws life has a peculiar culture, where the tradtions, standards
of acaden icstaff, curricd um ,policies of the educationi nstituti ons
si gnificantlyinfluence the way students act.

Suderts tend torelate to the social and political happenings inthe
country. W ith liberalization in m eda policies andso m ay
electronic outfits in operation and access tothe irternet, no one can
ren dn aloof with societaland national politics. However the
instituional set-up of a cam ps is a deciding factor to detem ire
what kind of social or political activisn of students will prevail.
This becon e especialy true after the proliferation of educational
institutions, greater autonm y tothe uni versities, hi gher con  petition
for job placen et and opening up of newacaden icprogrmam e&in
Pakistan

It is a pre-requisite that we appreciate the nature of educational
instituions, especialy the universities, to decipher the nom sand
fom sof student palitics.

Gowhand nm ke of universities coul d be the first difference that
has occurred over three m prtant tm dines — (i) 1947: The m ding
of Pakistan (ii) 1984: Periodof first ban on student unions, and (iii)
the current tm & The nm  fer of uni versities for these three years is
2, 21 and 124 respectively There has been self-evidertly a
phenm enal growth and geographic dispersion of universities over
the years
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The followng graph illwtrates grovih of the universities and
degree awarding i nstitutions in Pakistan ¥

Number of Universities/DAls

Two growth con ponents have m gar im fications for the student
politics: Hrst, the rise in private instituions, and the second their
geographic dispersion outsi de the bounds of afewhigger cities.

The private imstitues have gat m @ge autonm yto run their affairs.
They are also m @e libera in designing their subjects, curricdm
learning m dhodologies and ath instrative set-ups. They can
quicky respond to various student develom et programm e and
outreach schen & if a dm and is there They tend tobe pr ofit-
oriented and choose their acaden ic prograam & according to the
job m aket d;n ands. That’s why the subjects of liberal arts, and
hm aities and socia sciences are generally m issing from the list of
their degree progren s A ful-fledge general education university in
the private sector in Pakistan can be desired but is nat deen ed
financially viable if the practice of privateinstituionis anindcatar.

The disciplinary bias for speciaized subjects within the private
institutions inherently subdues the palitical consciousness of the
students. It has been proven through various studies that liberal arts

%7 Higher Education Commission. “Statistical Booklet” p.8.
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and social sciences studentsare m ae likely to engage in political
activities (A bach, 1992). It is no coinci dence that the recert student
activisn in LM Sbegan after the inception of liberal arts and
consolidated by lawand mass conm uication programm & as it
effidently offered the students and faculty to interact with the
prospective job m akets at the one hand, and also positively boosted
repute of the institution onthe d her.

Because of higher con  pition, search for m @ejob placen ets and
instituional credihility theprivate instituions are e xpected to
expose their studerts to larger conm uities outside the cen puses
and enhance skills of students through outreach programm & and
associational work within the cen puwses. It is by default that they
prom de associaional activisn and collective learning and
irteraction techniques. The experience of a few established
instituions like the Governm at College and Ki nnaird College has
already den amstrated that increased student irteractivea ctivities
result in lesser radicalization and polarizaion of students on hard
core pditical andided ogical gounds.

The positive effects of associational activitiesincen pses have also
been jartly realized by VCs of Pakistani universitiesi n a recent
tele-conference organized by the Hgher Education Gm m ission

Uni versities in Pakistan have been the privilege of af e w larger
cities. However, the recent grovt h has also dispersed these tertiary
education imstitutions on much larger scale. Uni versities now are
also available in Gujrat, Faisalabad Sargodha, Gujranwala DO,
Glgt, Khuzdar, M asehra etc. Colleges with M aters |evel
progremm & have gone even deeper irto the diverse geographic
landscape of Pakistan Apart frm other outcm e this would also
m en that the ratio of residential vs. the local students will also
decrease.

This irstitutional lay-out isum dched by the student organi zati ons,
whose net works are already Iin ited to their strong pockets or
regional clusters. The m af ortunate net works have been those
which existed ina fewhi gger cities — even inthe heydaysof student
politics — and would capitalize upon the m eda focus of these
selected cities. But nowwith the scaling up of geographic locati ons
of the universities and wi der m eda coverage it ism od i kely that
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the representation clam sof the student com m uityon national level
is harder to validate for a particu ar student organization

The university with predm inartly a | ocal or neighbouring
populaion has also political m pications. It is contrary to the
classical m ajnation of university being cosn goditan uni verse of
di verse backgrounds cm irg frm nook and crook of the nation
Here the students feel less socialy vulnerable to threats and
physical surveillance of organized student groups as com @red to
living in far off bigger cities, or can al ways fall back upon
traditional sources of powerin the wake of physical threats. It has
been evidently proven by the uprising in Punjab Uni versity (2007)
against a powerful studentor ganization that a m & of unam ed
urban (local) students has m @e successfuly resisted the group as
cm predto previous such exsn desinthe sm euniversity.

There are shiftsinthe den  @raphic con  position of the uni versities
tom @eurban oriertation and et hos of the instititions is changi ng —
also because of the use of I CTs and linking with the world of W ald
W iBW ebandm diletext m esages.

Even in cen puwses wheret he students have traditionally been
viaim sof political repression of hegm aic student group, the
conm uicaion m g like-m inded students and friendsc annot be
effectively checked They are pron ply inffom ed of the cen pus
happeni ngs and can post their own generated videos on websites
like the Youtube. The nm ler of palitical postings on the Yout ube
only from the Punjab Uni versity reaches s in hundredsand sm e
have carried very poirted and sensitive views that the m arstrem
m ala cannat publish because of the backlash of strike at their
offices — as has frequently occurred in the historyof student
politics.

Because of open channels ofcm m uications and the realizati on of
the price that parents pay for their education students are freer to
talk on issues. Furthem ae the fee structures and the organi zation
of exm intions inosm etersysten con e students todiscourage
anything tha m aydisrupt their studies. They have the leisure to go
for exen sonce ina year nom ae Nor there is m wchtim eleft for
distart extra-curricudar activities. It is also nat m dterof |oosing
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negighblen aurt of m aeyas it was inpast inthe Pakistani public
uni versities.

Surely a den anding situation for the “professional’ student leaders
or their groups has arisenout of the present tougher acadm ic
envirom et. Inthe past, they coul d easily afford the whol e-tin  @s.
They would fund their designated cadres and constartly get then
ath itted to the other departm ets when first tenure of studies was
c peted

Ancther m prtant shift inthe higher education instituions is the
growng nm ter of its enrolm et. This is uniquely followed by
trends of m a&sive enroin et of girl students. They now lag behi nd
boys by just over one percent on a national scaleln m ay
uni versities they have already outnm kered boys. It isjust a m der
of 2/3 years at the current rate of year-to-year studente nrolin et
that they are likelyto bem e in university cen pises than boys.

The clear visihility of girlsin cen puses has certainy contributed to
m @e acceptance of the changing rde of win en by the cen ps
conm uities. 63 6o students endorse the idea of all ating quota for
girls inthe future uni versity studert uni ons.**But are the “political’
m inds ready toadjust tothe m agng reality? Veteran activists like
A eer-u- Azem *and Sam @ Abi d*pr oved frustrating apol ogists
on tha and obscure the im mrtance of new den ogaphy of the
uni versities.

This situation is challengingf or the student organi zations who have
not been accustm edtosucha dem ogaphic revol ion The review
of literature and our irterviews with past student leaders indicate
that the student politics have hosted a tiny group of won en in
responsi e union positions in whole of the country. They can be
counted on fingers.

% Butt, Igbal Haider. “National Survey on Student Politics, 2008, P. 41.
% See author’s interview with Ameer-ul-Azeem.

40" Abid, Salman. “Talba Siyasat: Siyasi Shaoor aur Bhatta Khuri Kay
Durmiann”, in Monthly Awami Jamhori Forum p. 24. ....Both support the
segregated representation of girl-students.
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The presence of greater nm ber of girls would alsom ean that
student palitics reconsi ders its past resort to vi dence.

Lastly the en phasis upon higher education and heavy funding for
the last m aw years has rejuvenated the cen s activities — bath
acadm ic and infrastructural. It is however yet to be seen if this
vi brancy can be sustai ned and financed for fuure as well; as sm e
educati onists fear.

To sm up, we can witnesst hat the acadm iaand universities are
now feeling real activity andgrowt h around then . They have scal ed
upto a level that at the current conjecture it is harder for student
organi zations to catch up with the pace of change. Irstead tm eis
running short on them before cen ps based activien i s derived
fron personal, professional and acaden icinterests and val ues rat her
than the political and idedogical irterests v amting fron  belief
system and sm et edogm disn .This scenario is surely going to
hit political leverage of the student organi zations which are cl osely
linked wth outside political struct ures.

W ere ina transition towards cen pus consali dation, where student
action is stin daed by cam ps and local issues ands pills frm
cm petothe society.

The equation of activisn originated frm societytocen pus m aybe
tuned upside down, or that’s what we can learn frm sin ilar
cen ps condition elsewhere in the world Even in different
scenari s when unrest is led by the traditional student organi zati ons
ina grow ng higher education envirom ert the jargon is borrowed
from cen ps and local education issues. This isnat tosay that the
larger student padlitics is negative in nature as m ay educational
authorities woul d regard it. Rather we are ta king abouta utonm vy
and relevance of the student politics.

This autonm yand independence is cl osel y linked with accountabl e
and transparert systen sof university governance where students’

voice is systen icdly included at different tier of decision m ding
struct ures.
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3.2.3. LEGACY OF THE IDEOLOGIES AND COLD WAR

Ided ogies have st daedt he student politics like nothing in
Pakistan inan era of the cold war bet ween the US and the USSR
Now when that period is over, what will provide the m divational
forcetostudent activien ?

The ol d leftist forces have virtuall y ceased toexist inthe cen  puses
and the rightist elen ets arei n search of newenm iesand m enng
tojustify their existence. Infact the ided ogy orierted term ind ogies
have altogether becm e illegible and obsolete for most of the
conten porary students.

Idedl ogi es have prowvi ded student politics with social belief systen §
radical agendas and val ue-based appeal for comm @ good. They
give a sense of greater aligm et with international networks and
uni versal bratherhood Theholistic approaches of ideol ogies are
also accessible tothe young m inds, where they can explaincm fdex
phenm enoninasm pisicway through asingle lens.

Inthe absence of data, we som eéowshoul dalsoco pearei deol ogies
vs. theories as explanatory tools that have m ak world views of the
students in action W ecan assm ethat with the expansion of
disciplines and their appliedm aketahility the students m aytend to
use m ae theories than ideologies. Nevertheless conm im at with
theories is still a dstant idea

On operational level, idedogical orientaion in Pakistani student
politics has led to a polarization of students which m akit easy to
absorb energies of the youth in service of irternational political
agendas of the US andthe USSR

On either side of the ideological divide the first casualty was
education and cen pus-basedi ssues of the students. W ecan clearly
see that student politics’ contribution to various national education
policies is next to none. Frm 1950s to the present day, we can
record agitational and reactionary politics to denounce palicies in
rhetorical language but nothing substartiad and pro-active
articu aion was proposed by the proponents of studertp olitics —
either from the ‘Islen i4” o “Progressive’ perspective.
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It is also no joke that political-Islm igs were the first mm ong
beneficiaries of the privatization of education servicesunder the
Sructural Adjustn et Progrenm e(SAP) during Gen. Ziaera The
veteran student |eaders affilided with JI showed m wh
entrepreneurship to run school and college systen sand now even
own (three) universities. Yet it is ironical that within their
imstitutions, politics is as banned as in public institutions! That
explains why people have m idrust over these podliticans. W fen
s ecm pk issue is highlighted through a den amstration and
necessary m ala coverage o bservers can quicky see that the
cm ps. authorities are being Hackn dled for sm eillegal favour.

The flippest side of the idedogical rhetoricisthat it bl ursreal issues
of ordinary students irto abstract fom daions and opportunistic
strategies to gain power and contrd over resources incam [ses.

Hstorically, the reactionary ided ogies have also been used to
justify tature, dehm  anization and even killing of opponents inour
national context. In fact the political Islen igs in studert politics
founded this tragic tendencyi n the political history of Pakistan by
physically tom ating and purging the opponents. & her groups also
janedtotuncen pseesintofiefdm sas veteran studentl eader and
acadm idan DM azur Haz would put it.*

Sheer vidence inthe nen eof differert social val ues and ideol ogi cal
slogans in cen pses is the m an reason that m ay people are
alam edto hear the words: “student pditics™

3.2.4. THE SOCIETAL SETTINGS

Qowng living standards, education urbanization and
industrialization and changes inden ayaphy can have m akrnizing
effects to provide the social foundations for the participation to
politics. However, there aret heoretical perspectives available that
defy an autm &ic link of socio-econm ic developm at with

41 Ejaz, Dr. Manzur. “WASHINGTON DIARY: Campus fiefdoms”. Daily
Times: Lahore, 5 December 2007.
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political participation and t hat socia process can go to
unpredi ctable drections.

In practical tem s there hasbeen absence of literature to deci pher
the social basis of studentpolitics. So we are unsure to say if
students inKarachi as cm predtoKhuzdar are m gedem araticor
politically active. Likewse we cannot assm et hat with
outnm lering of young population in Pakistan which ist o benefit
m oe the organized student politics, or the reactionary m ilitancy
and chadtic radi cali zation of youth

The evidence shows that anm icyouth activity visibly have beaten
student activisn in irtensity and scale in urban certres i.e arti-
Danish Hats on Cartoons’ controversy (Feb 2007, Lahore).

W ecan say that student politics and the cen pses enjoy relaive
mm uity from societal influences; in that they are organized on
m eitocracy rather than the kinship fen ily caste creedor colour.
Prom dionwithinbothisrelated toindvidual excellenceand m it
and the skillstolead

However, we can potertially assm e that prospects of student
participation can be m aim ized by designing m dchingstructures
and m esages to factors like the urbanization and industridization
and dn oyaphy. But thiswill dm andm whinfom edanal ysis and
collection of base-line data

3.2.5. RESOURCES AND MOTIVATION

It isal ways an interesting but m prtant question as towhat kind of
apersonism aelikelytojoinpolitics and can have the potertia to
be an activist or a future leader. Political recruters areal ways in
search of such typical youngcadres who possess certai n resources —
ie tm ¢ m owy, political inerest, skills - and m dvation to
naturally becon epart of the group.

G her fom sof palitical resources are val ues, ided ogy and sense of
rel ative deprivation/ grievance.
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Resources and m divation are best barter bet ween individuals and
the political groups. They work both ways. On theone hand,
politics chooses resourceful and m diveted individuals and on ot her
hand they offer incentives tostudents to enhance their resources.

Sudert politics in Pakistanhas extensively been dependent upon
m divational level of itsactivists Right fromm the Pakistan
m o et to other milestone m om ats, m divation has been a
prin aysource of student activisn .Smm dm ethem divation as in
case of idedogical studentorganizations, rose to theheights of
belief systen and dogn i .

The cadre-parties even imstituionalized the resources and
m divation by restricced m e laship on the basis of incren etal
selection criteria and pron  dion through passing various stages of
idedogicall con pence instipuaed curricda observance of
organizational principles and practicd den astraion of
organi zational capabilities.

The whole-tm as of such organizations are/ were provided with
logistic support and ren weraion to fuly dedicate them dves to
organi zational am sand work

These student organi zati ons also devised on-site training systen sto
boost idedogical understanding eventm amgm et skills, and
conm uication capabilities. This surely has acted as incentives for
activists who generaly cen e frm lowerm idde inco e groups. It
also provided personal develom et and leadership opportunities
and plafom stoascendancei n the public life M aw of the present-
day national leaders who have a non-elitist fan ilid background
have risen to national stature because of their active association
with such political groups. Altaf Hussain M ®1 ) Jehangir Badar,
Ghulmm Abbas, Fauzia Wahab (PPP), Afrasiab Khattak ( ANP),
Khawsja Saad Rafig Ahsan Igbal, Javed Hasim i, Pervaiz Rashid
(M LN, Syed M uwnawer Hassan Liagat Baloch(Jm at-e
Islen i), Gaz Chaudry (PTI), ec tonm eafew

Education instituions like the Goverm et College and K nnaird
College, Lahore, also earned reputation because of practical skills

im parted by di verse associ aions, societies and clubs intheir and the
incentives for youthleadershipthat bath have offered
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The laest involven et of LM S students in lawyer’s m om et
and the fom dion of SAC is anather exasn fe of students havi ng
resources to afford activisn on the one hand and on the ot her hand
W nning greater prospectsinthe joom aket.

The resources-palitics linkage can also be exan ired inthe light of
physical and spatial Im itaions for the student groups. Although its
m potance is downplayed b ut is worth-seeing that m a of the
studert organizations have to rely upon funds and spaces rendered
by the m aher groups. Ina study done on youth groups inLahore, it
was found out that not having a proper office space was an
i potart issuethat put off the activists.*?

Our own irterviews with various student leaders reveal edt hat m awy
national level student organizations had no pem arert office spaces
of their own. Irm & cases, they operated frmm  the ‘party’ pren ises.

Li kewise funding for activities has been a perpetuals ource of
creaing dependence upon senior palitical actors.

During tm e of student unions, the issues of fundingand office
spaces were tack ed with union facilities and resources, but intheir
absence and lack of enabling institutional envirom et it has been
difficut for the student organizations to run affairs ont heir own.
One of the successes of thel atest m ilestone m om @t of students
against v a@gency rule is that it has resorted to explat virtual
spaces for its comm uication and activisn  on affordabl e costs.

In changed acade ic envirom et, the imstituions facilitae their
students by enabling envirom ert and prowvi d ng spacesf or social
activim , skill-based societal and service-based workwithin the
¢ pees. The success of vibrant but politically non-alligned
associational activities in cen pses like GC and KCpoints to
fom d patronage and provision of facilities to the bight young
students according to their interests in oral and written

42 Abbas, Naeem & Khaleeq Anjum. “Youth Networking & Group Cohesion:
A Comparative Study of Mainstream and Faith-based Youth Groups in
Lahore”, (Unpublished) BARGAD: Gujranwala, August 2006. P.27
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conm uicaion and literary, intellecual or service-oriented
pursuits. This has also m irim ized the risks of indul ging ina politics
that was deen ed‘disruptive’

Resources and m divation for studert politics is form of civic
volunteerim m akl, in which the individuals and groups
reciprocate wth each ather form uually beneficia actions.

The depth of m divetional factars is however unclear. It has been
witnessed and conceded byl eaders that the idealimn of a cen s
m & evaporate when the other wse hardcore m e l&r joins public
life A huge m §aity of IJT activists don’t join the JI after
com petingtheir can s life

43 See author’s interview with Ameer-ul-Azeem
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CHAPTER 4: TESTIMONIES ON
STUDENT POLITICS

4.1. AMEER-UL-AZEEM

A exr-u- Aemn ,fom @ Nazin - Aa of the Isln iJam ia Talaba
(JT) and presertly A eer Jm at-e-Islm iLahore, says that the
student organizations should seek idedogica guidance frm
political parties but they donot have to becm estooges in their
hands: Jm ia has progressed because it has been an autonm o
or gani zati on

In a wi de-rangi ng interviewat office of his advertisen ert agency,
the 50-year-d d fom e chiefof 1JT during the crucial days of Gen
Zias regn etdls that student politics now woul d not revert to
vidence and m ilitancy. Today, the situation has m poved and a
culture of reconciliaion and dialogue is taking roats.I't is very
positive.

Bornin1958 inislen pra(Krishanagar), Lahore, A eer-u- Azem
was imspired by writings of M alana M adudi and involved hm «f
with IJT in 1977 This affiliaion persisted for the nextt en years
during which he becen ePunjabs Nazin ,national secretary general
and ultim ady the IJT chief. He was also elected President of the
Punjab Uhiversity Sudent Lhionin 1984

He says he is proud of his student activisn days. However, he
disapproves m yopic biases that hi ndered even his own colleagues to
have dial ogue with ot her groups: “I have al ways saidthatneit her we
are perfect, nor our opponents are al vays taalyw ong lhave been
opposed to self-righteousness of those people who use vidence,
m igt of an organization and terror rather than argm erts to pursue
their am s”

A eer-u- Azemn m artains that advocate M risn & Queishi m ak
m idakes inhisargm erts during Awais Qasim 5 (secretary general,
1JT) case for lifting ban onstudent unions, 1993 Thec ourt had
givenafrm ework It dd not banstudent politics.
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He further reiterates thatJan iad and Jm & are not against
participation of wmn enin public life:

W ithout active wm en anl sl ic society cannat bebuilt. W e
support participation of wom enin every walk of life i.e police
am ym ala m adne teaching and even sports like swnm ing
However we are opposed totheir activities inm ixed envirom ert. It
is sheer by chance tha therehas been no wm enleader in the m dn
panel of an elected IJT student union However, in departn atal
elections they frequently used torepresent Jm id.

M aeexcerpts frm MW ex-ul- Azemn Sintervieware as foll ow ng:

“Bxtraction of m ory by studert organizations startedafter the
unions were banned.. .. Awave of vidence erupted because of late
chief mirister of Punjab Ghulen Haider W yre who wanted entry of
M @dim Sudents Federation M SP) into the cen pwses by any
m ears. Such vidence is caused by the goverm et5patronage.
Q her vise, ided ogical differences have not resultedi n bl oody
clashes.

“ ... .HAgan Jehad did nat affect the student palitics in anyway.
M ay of our fellows becen e M gahidn but they nevers upported
usm flitarily wthinthe cen qises.

“It was not Jan a-e-lslen rather the Pakistan National Alliance
(PNA), to which J;m & was a part that acceptedm insterial
portfdios in Gen Zias first cabinet. Ch. Zahoor Hahi was the first
one who hastened to takeoath in his indvidual capacity. This
naturally created rupture withinthe PNA It then decidedt o janthe
cabinet.. .Jm & nat only left the cabinet but also the PNA when
Gen Zadidnat keep his prom ise of hol di ng el ections wi thin the 90
days. Jm & has never hobnobbed with the state m ahinery and
establism et.. 10T never liked indirect support of Gen. Zia by the
Jm @ which did not want to take risks because of Af ghan Jehad
However we thought that the jehad was m dure then andwe shoul d
participate inthe dn araicstruggle.

“Jm @& did not participste in Afghan jehad because of
establism et. W ekept distance frmm offers of contracts and ot her
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perks. On the ather hand those people who were apparently agai nst
this jehad [of present-day ANP], m irted m aey and earned benefits
out of it. Hyji Adeel isanexm fe

“Leftist political organizations have al ways been going through
splits. Our opponents operate seasonally around the student union
elections, while Jm ia is awell-organized force that has wor ked
m athyand dn aratically dl along these years.

“Actions of sm elowlevelr epresentatives or syn mthizers of 1JT
sm dmn & cause undue em larassn et for the organization by
using force, but we strialy adhere to a m aa code of
conduct.. ... ve publically repudiate wongdoing of a men fer, as |
did in the case of Nazn of the University of Engineering and
Technology (UET) Lahore. W etook hin to task for misbehavi ng
withthe Mce Chancellar, eventhough it was nat publicaly known.

“I'n the case of m ahanding of n ran Khan by the IJT people in
Punjab Uni versity | sai d before m edatha it was a bl acks pot on the
face of Jm ia. This staen & m éwith opposition fron the Jm ia.

I said m yopinion is tha whatever happened with in ranKhan was

not a m igake it was a sin This event earned Jm ia bad nen enct

only in the Punjab University but also in the courtry... .Jm ia

acted agai nst those who were responsible for this event,but tom vy
m ind they di d not go as far as they shoul d have done. Nazm -e Aa
of 1JT shoul d have taken responsi bility and resi gned

“Today the situation is different. W eare witnessing wi despread
support for tderant behaviour and dial ogue is grow ng day by day.
Credit m aly goes to them eda Now opposing groups have
publically started tal ki ng toeachat her. It isa very positive trend and
I hope because of a culture of dialogue we can once again
reinvigorate the deteriorated student pditics.”

4.2. AMIR JALAL
A irJada chen pons the cause of newwave of student politics. He
heads the University Students Federation ( USF) a student

organi zation that was fom @ during the heat of lawyers’m om et
against m psition of en e@gency rue and accentuated during m a&s
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student pratests against m ahandling of i ran Khan by the T
wor kers in Punjab Uhi versity.

A iris a PhD candidate and has been General Secretary of the
M @im Students Federation M S5 at the Goverm et College
Faisalabad He lightly says that he was the only M Sractimvist inhis
college nat m picated inany crim ind offence. One shoul d add that
he is also an exceptional student with a M S-background in recent
tm ethat would hold a doctorate degree!

A irisquite techno ogy savvy. It is because of hm and his friends
that every m prtart event of the university is posted on Yout ube
andm diletextm esagingis extensively used

Being a PhD student he has been associated with PunjabUni versity
foralong tm eHe thinks that irtellect level of students of Punjab
Uni versity has al ways been high If you happen to discuss any
national or international issue they explicitly express their
independent opinion and observations. Students are fam iliar with
the fact that Punjab Uni versity is the ol dest educationali nstitution
whi ch has provided con m adabl e leadershipto Pakistan

“However the envirom et which flourishes and groom sstudents
sem sm issing since the tm e we janed the imstitution Neither the
enlightening envirom et that glows the minds is existent nor can
the students freel y participate in co-curricu ar activities.”

“See, this is the age of infom dion and technd ogy;, present age
students are very well aware about the educational envirom ert of
devel oped countries U ni versities. Now if we lack that envirom ert
in our universities then responsitle elen ets for suchprevailing
state of affairs are certainy not the well- wshers of students.

A ir says inspite of ban on student’s unions ostensibly, a certain
student organization is active since 1984 which utilizes Uni versity
funds, place its posters, and arrange progrenm &of its own choice.
Such activities are disliked generaly by studerts. This narrow and
rigd atn ophere has been breeding its oppositionh owsoever
repressed Then right after the m psition of v egency on Sat urday
2nd Nov 2007, a sporntaneous reaction broke out. On Uni versitys
reopening after weekly holidays a protest was launched on
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m pxition of v egency rule PhD candidates alongwith law
college students took thisi nitiaive. This stin daed the long
suppressed activisn in Punjab Uhi versity.

Acrival of in ran Khan in the University further aggravated the
m m atm of agitaion No sooner in ran Khan arrived in the
cm ps, he was stoppedtom oe further.

Excerpts frm A irsinterviews are gven as under:

W eall, along with sm ePhD studerts encountered that endeavor
and affim edour resort not to let wor kers of the IJTtoproceed with
such wi cked action W gm ped over the car and shouteds| ogans in
i ran Khans favor and against the ;@ agency rue In the m en
tm eNazm of the ruer organization jm ped over the car and
pushed us down.W et happened after wards is an open story.”

“An mm ease reaction followed this incident. University Law
College becen ethe certre of pratests; and ralies becam ea daily
routine affair. The ruer organizations activists threatened on phone
calls tothe parents at boys and girlshm estoforgo such activities
ot her wse they will nat be responsible for the consequences. Again,
this act had a reverse reaction and students started participating in
raliesina huge nm ler.

“Gadually, students fron all the departm etsinralies got fan iliar
with each other. It becen elear that all schods of thoughts are
actively supporting us, and every person is annoyed over
unden araic actions and attitude of a studert organization This
situation m ak us realize that we need a platfom where opposition
tounden araic practices will be at top of the m aifesto; where
owning a different school oft hought will not be an issue anyn o€
and where irnterests of students and Uni versity will be safeguar ded
with unity. It was proclaim el that students m a have different
ided ogies, they m ayhave different rde m aHls, but they should
acknow edge t wo things:

Unden coratic practices andattitudes will not be tderated at any

cost; Interests of students and University can never be
cn pom ised
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Hence this fom cm pisesst udents with different ideologies and
schods of thoughts but even then that is pratecting the irterests of
students and not becm irg a cause of disunity. We disfavor
authoritarian politics, as a student organization has hijacked the
whole university since last thirty years. W ewont likeany ot her
group or student wi ng to take over the possession. W eare agai nst
the authoritarian politics and believe in dn aracy. Dem aracy is
worthless without freedm of opinion and expression and the
adherence to hm anrights.

This philosophy is the m divetion behind the fom aion of
Uni versity S udents Federation and students s upport is with us. Our
sloganis Non- M dert and Non-Partisan

Neither do we adhere to a pertinert phil ssophy, political party or
relig ous sect as a group nor do we justify vident pdlitics.

W eall upon all political parties that thsistheripetm efor then to
deci de whet her palitical wi ngs of such parties shoul d be present? Or
there should be a know edgeable and conten paive aam @phere in
place where all types of politics and political idedl ogies can be
discussed or criticized but there shoul d have no any interference by
any political party. This arrangen et is suitable both for the
Uni versity and for the political parties as well. Historyof Punjab
Uni versity bears the wit ness that howa student wi ng supported by a
political party has deteriorated this institution Now we, the students
of Punjab University will nat allowthat type of politics to be
practiced again and will make persistert endeavors tor evive the
m dtaive envirom etinthe Uhiversity.

“IJTonly uses the nen eof Islen .If they had been truy believed in
what they say about religon, they could never havehi ndered
M alana Tariq Jen il to deliver a lecture on Holy Quran They
stopped M alana because M alana seen sm idfit in their fren eof
Islem .M alana Tarig Ja ile verntually had to conduct the session
inW ifag Golony.... .

“This organization is equally involved in discrim hating and
widening the gap between students having rural and urban

background W fenwe can diere, we were tdd it is because of the
rding student organization tha thousands of girls are peacefully
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studying in the University. Had it not there the girls woul d have
been taken away by the Lahoris. But afterwards when we saw
thousands of girls studying in different educational irstituions of
Lahore then we realized that this organization is habitual to lying
just foom drtainingits cortrol.

*“ Uhi versity teachers are being threatened on phone callst hat we are
taking fromm W aristan andi f you will not stop annoyi ng our boys
then ve wil atack wthsucide bm fers.

The ruing student organization invited W gihbuh-DnAm ed in
Uni versity to ta k on the teachers who were fired by Gowt. 5 order.
W gihudin conden red the sacking of teachers. | could not stop
m ydf, stood on m ychair and asked M r W gihudin to nmm ethe
PhDstuderts as well who becen ethe victim sof tarture in the hands
of thisorganization | added that we acknow edge that you are inthe
vanguard of anti- m sharraf m oen et alongwiththis organization,
but you m & ask then tof orgo undem aratic practices. They
tortured m eonly because | was distributing pm  pHets in the favor
of Judges'Restoration M W gihudin you m & tdkabout the
atrocitiesm ded out to PhDstudents.

Aftervards, sm eteachers fron this organization reprim aded m e
and tdd m ethat they have tick m aked m ynm e because we
distributedthe pm Hets ouside centram @que.

4.3. ANISA ZEB TAHIRKHELI

Anisa Zeb Tahirkheli has been perhaps one the m aprm irent
wm enstudent leaders inPakistan She was twce elected as M ce
Presi dert of the student union inPeshawer Uni versity (1981- 82 and
1982-83). She bagged record nm ler of vates ina can pus, which
also included votes of m ay affiliaed colleges thathave now
becon eindependent institutions. Later, she becen ethef ounding
general secretary of Peoples Yout h Or gani zation and has held m ay
palitical and goverm eta offices on wm enand yout h affairs. Her
politica portfdio i ncludes being m e kr of the provincia
assen By provincial advisor to the chief mirister MV FP, senator
and a federam inister.
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Hailing orignaly frsm a village Khalo near Barathai n district
Haripur (W PP, her fan ilyhad to frequently m oe e ong places
because of his father’s careeri n the Pakistan Am y He retired at the
rank of a cd onel.

She says that it was the inner strength and proper guidance of his
father that has infom ed her political career al aong

After her M dricdate in 1976 frmm  the M gar-un- Nisa Schoadl
Rawal pind, she gat ath itted to the Federal Goverm ent College
foW m einlslen dad and stayed at its board ng house.

According to her, she wasi ntensely m oed by prosecution and
subsequently hanging of Zulfigar Ali Bhutto who sy hdized
peoples politics and an iconic international stature in the eyes of
m awya youththen

Fen de student activists from the Quai d-i- Azen Uni versity ( QAU
woul d visit her calege andBhutto’'s prosecution was the pren ier
point of their discussions. These asse Hies led then to a
procession inthe M d M dal chowk, where police baton charged
the den astraors. Young girls frmm her college and theQ AU had
to escape through PVC drai nages pipes back their hostels.

After Bhutto's hangi ng she was also an active part of the students
who arranged a gai bana nm az-e-jinaza for the late prim en irister at
Jinnah College Peshawer.

She was a BSc Honors student of Geology in thePeshawer
Uni versity, when she was elected to her departn atal union Later
in 1981, she was elected vice president of the union Their m an
slogan in the elections wast hat “we will turn this cam ps ino
anather Larkana.”

These were crucial tm & when the effects of Aghan war started
showng up in the university, with Afgan faces and Jehadi green

attire often affiliated with the Hzb-e-Islen iand to their bratherly
cm radesthe IJT.
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Terror and fears of vioence had reached to a point that M s
Tahirkheli had to constantlycarry a pistd in her bag while in the

can [

To shun the paranoia of hercon rades, this young lady resorted to
an innovation that in the succeeding years were to syn bolize the
worst of student palitics (and afghan war) and begi nning of youth
m ilitancy in Pakistan: She with the help of her friends fro the
tribal belt brought a Klashinkov rifle inthe cen pus and fired m ay
rounds of shats in the airin a public m aing of his student
organi zation the PSFE It wast he first such event when a Kl ashi nkov
was firedinbroad day light inany cen pusinthe country. Not only
that. By challenging her opponents she declared frm the rostem
during her shooting spree: “we are nat afraid of these toys. Even a
wm  ancan firethen .”

She also recalls one fight where she had to use her pistol frm the
car to disperse the raging opponents who had assaultedher fellow
activists.

Thrills apart, she m artains that student welfare was m an focus of
their wor k inthe union They sdved hostel residents’ problen shy
increasing nm ker of hostels, m poving hygiene and food quality
and initiaing transportation within the vast cen ps. M athy
excursion trips for students were arranged They alsoworked for the
benefits of the university teachers associaion and theen  oyees
association They hel ped establishing the Imstitute of Education and
Research For these and other student welfare issues, she had
m aings with officias of t he University Grants Comm ission
(UGQ andthe secretary education, etc

Once her union had to publicaly strike and bl ock theP eshawer-
Jm rood Road in February 1981  Girls also janed the
den  astrations.

Sudent welfare, she adds, pron  fed her union tobecm eart of an

all Peshawar body the Students Action Cm m itee (SAC) coalition
of elected student unions of educational institutions inthe city.

BARGAD €

-69

Revisiting Student Politics in Pakistan

It is to her union’s credit that they successfuly cen pigned for
fixing of a mim m of 15percent quata for girl studerts in the
uni versity ath issions a her thanthem git.

She says: “we were ful of feelings against the status quo and
thought as if we ruedthe world”

M sTahirkheli reflects that itwas because she was awm an she was
m @e sensitive to the student welfare issues. Her union supported
such endevours and their student welfare agenda was fom dly
publicized by electionsm aifestos and pm Hets.

QArl students were m aepoliticaly active withinall-wm en
cm pees, but they also worked in hands with m de counterparts.
She herself wor ked upt 0 9 PM inthe uni on office. Though it was an
unusual thing inthe Pukhtun envirom et, yet it was also because
the m decolleagues willingy protected and respected hard- wor ki ng
wm en student activists. Nusrat Attiya and Shahida M dik were
other exmn pes of win enleadershipinthe cen psinhertm e

She concedes that student politics have certainly m prted palitical
training inyouth M ay people like Azen  Afrid, M an Iftikhar,
Afrasiab Khattak and herself are a product of such palitics. But the
flip side to studert politics m &t also be kept inview Cmn puses
were regul arly cl osed down and studi es disrupted because of st udent
politics, she says. W eshould gradually m oe towards introducing
student participationince pus affairs. There shoul d be no political
party affiliation of student unions. It is better that we introduce the
student councils instead of uni ons. No palitical partyinPakistancan
think affordi ng student palitics inalready a vol aile situation and its
uneasy m ilitart past. There should be certain bars on student
council’s elections i.ethe age Im it And the elected councils shoul d
fom anall-Pakistan Youth Assen Hy This woul d be the best farm
toappreciate den ands of our future generation

4.4. DR. ISRAR SHAH

Dr. Israr Shah ism e ler oft he central executive con m ittee of the
PPP. He has consistertly treaded upon the whol e itinerary of PPP
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since its inception and ownc hildhood He was studertof Islen ia
H gh School Bhatti Gate in his native walled city of Lahore, when
he janed Children’s Peoples Party (CPP) in 1968-9 At thesm e
age he janed his first public procession and jm pedi nside the
Governor House. Today, hecannat walk He lost histwo legs ina
bm bhlast targeted at Chief Justice Iftikhar Chaudhry on 7 Juy
2008inlsln ard

Dr. M Weshir Hassan was the architect of CPP. The children and
youth contributed to election cen Eign in a very scierntific and
organized m aver and on am &sive scale It had branches in all
nei ghbour hood of Lahore. Dr. Shah particu arly adores Dr. Hassan’s
accessible and interesting teaching techniques. He used to m ae
children draw PPP signs and syn  kds.

He says so far this exam pe of an organized cam @ign and
net wor ki ng in 1970 is next to none in Pakistan The whole national
units of JI were non dchtolahore’s PPPM dndlla units.

Dr. Shah was a debater. Political activisn ina tender age affected
an other wse brilliart achiever. He could nat get ach issions to the
Goverm et College because of m «it. He then opted for the
Intem edae College Ravi road It was situated inthe vicinity of his
hm e The calege PSF didnaot allat hm partyticket for the student
union Rejected he contested the elections and won vi cepr esi dert-
ship against candidates of both Jan id and PSFE He was president
the next year (1972-3).

He was part of “Progressive Sudents Council” (PSQ that was an
alliance of elected progressive unions. PSC also included ot her
elected representatives like Zul fi gar Hussai n Zulfi, Bakhtiar Bakhti,
Farkhanda, Ayub Rana, Nazm Shah, Yaqoob Butt, Dhiyan Khan,
M a Khan and IrfanlM  dik

Bhutto had called an all Pakistan studerts’ convertion held in
national Sadim Karachi in1973 Dr. Shah says he has never seen
such an asive student assem lyinhs whale life

PSF wor kers beat the President of PU union Javed Hashm i. He was
leading a “Bangladesh Nen anzur” m o @t right at the tin eof
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Islen icsmm itconference in Lahore (1973). They also vol unteered
for coordi nating preparationfor the smm it

According to Dr. Shah, PSF has al ways been a self-grown
phenm enon It lacks discipline. No organization has grom ed it.
W ek party leaders have been fearfu of the student power and
discourage institutional develom et within the PSF Its
organizationis athreat tosom ewested interests.

Leftist student organi zationshave been hostile tothe PPP. Dr. Shah
says they thought Zulfigar Ali Bhutto was a hurde inthe way to
revol ion That’s why they opposed the PPP at every occasi on and
were in part of the opposition to Bhutta However when he was
hanged they cen etoarealizationthat they were wong.

Dr. Shah got ath issions to the Vetenary Science College (now
university) in 1976 and becan egenera secretary of the student
union in1978 He was later the union president in1980-81 Despite
m atia law progressive students won elections everywhere. It was
the s eyear when Anas Am edwas m wudered by IJT in UET.
Hected unions of progressive groups fom ed an alliance called
“Lahore Sudents Font”.

During the election cen pign (1982), Dr. Shah and M nir Am ed
Khan of Istaga Students Federation were abducted while pasting
posters on walls of the Islam iaCollege G Vil Lines after a round of
Lahore cen pwses. Hafiz Salm anButt and B az Chaudhry took then
toin Rom No. 40 of the Crescent Hostel of A vil Lines College
and kept then captive for 36-40 hours. Tayyab Shaheen was on the
watch outside. He was not hm ilided though; because of old
acquai tance wth Hifiz Salm an Butt.

He was once fired upon by A eer-u- Azemn with the silencer put
on the pistd. It m & have been the first and last firing of an
ot her wse nonm litart 1JTleader, D. Shahlightly says.

Just before the beginning ofM RDm om at, Ir. IsrarShah was

arrested from Law College on 22 M ach 1981 He wasdesignated
jart secretary of theM RDPunjab and incharge of student affairs.
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The goverm et had an aggressive crackdown upon the PPP
sypn thizers and on the other hand 1JT had turned cam pses into
torture cells. Jm id nat onlyi ntroduced can s vi d encei n the past
but were now consdlidatingt heir fascist hold on the cam pses. It
was a dangerous era D. Israr Shahren irisces.

4.5. DR. KAISER BENGALI

Dr. Kaiser Bengali is a renowned econm i respected for his pro-
poor scholarship He studiedeconm icsat the Karachi Universityin
the 1960s and later taughtat the Applied Econm is Research
Centre, Karachi Uni versity for fifteen years frm the m @ 80s tothe
90s. He then worked witht he Sustainable Devel om ent Policy
Institite (SDPI), Islm amed for five years before he wasa ppoi nted
m aeging directar Social Pdlicy Develom et Center (SPDQ for
anather three years. He resigned in January 2005 and is now
independently involved with research He is also the architect of
Benazir Bhutto Support Progremm e

Dr. Bengali says that he along with his friends published out a
weekly newspaper which was con fdetely apalitical.

M ycodlege was then an elite institution and student politics was
unheard of. Later, when | entered the university, | janed the NSF.
There were two groups of the NSF at thetm ethe Kam i group and
the Rasheed group. | never m ¢either of the t wo leadersafter whm
the groups were nen ed | never even sawthem on cam ps. They
were probably underground at thetm e

W fen | joined the university, Islen iJm ia-i-Talabahad been
winning elections since eleven years. The NSF groups used to
cooperate with each ather just before the elections but kept warring
the entire year. Inm yfirst university el ections to the student union,
Ataf Hussain was a candidate of the Kam igroup while Najen U
Huda was with the Rasheedgr oup, there was an alliance bet ween
thetwoand I janedthe .

There were a la of foreign students on cen ps at the tim e.. frm

Pal estine, Iran Indonesia M daysia, and other M w@im courtries.
They were entirely a leftist vate bank Since m yEnglish language
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skills were good, | was asked to approach these students for
cen pEigning Just one day prior tovating | was approached by the
Kam igroup who asked m aot tovate for Najen U Huda but for
Altaf Hussain | was taken by surprise and | tddthen that thisway
we could not defeat the Jamid in a hundred years. W elost the
elections very bady and | decided to quit the NSF. | then jained
sm eindependent students to fom a Liberals Group in 1972 The
fdlowng year, | contested the elections as their first presidential
candi date.

Our am was to beat the two factions of the NSF and present a
viable alternative to the students agai nst Jan id. W epolled around
11,000 vaotes while the NSFgot around 400 votes. ShafiNagi Jm i
of Jm ia becen ethe president of the union The NSF disirtegrated
into about seven factions and was destroyed Later, in 1974, all
leftist liberal groups were united to fom a Progressive Front. The
Liberals joined then as senior partners. W e contested t he
presidential candidate while they ran for jart secretary. There were
sm every good people who cen etogether inthis process and we
won the elections after about thirteen years to break them aopaly
of Jm ia. This was 1974-75

In 1972, there was sm eviolence but let m etell you of its degree
and kind Once when the NSF and Jen id fell out with each other, a
student of the Akhwan-uM uslim eentook off his belt and everyone
ran But yes, the Jan id had its stock of sticks kept inone corner of
the m &id while the NSF guys went into classrom sand broke the
chairs tofight with the sticks. W enere agai nst this behavi our at all
tm & There were 60 per cent wmn enstudents on cen s who did
nat support any fom d vidence.

W driedtobreak this trend when we contested and Shafi Nagi J i
won. Jm ia was holding acelebratory function | went there to
congratuate hm but 1 was stopped Then | tddthen that | had to
congratuate the m anand Jm icalled for m eto be lett hrough. |
think that we broke the cultural barriers and Jan ia girls started
vating for us because we were visidy differert frm the NSF. Then
I finished m ystudies and went abroad W fenl returned, 1j oi ned the
faculty and it semn edw ong to influence student palitics. Teacher
politics was at very lowebbwith no acadm icissues being raised,
so | devatedn ysdftoresearch
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Inm ylast year on cen pk as a student, the Al Pakistan M dgjir
S udents Federation had started wor ki ng and they wanted to be part
of the Liberals but we refused then because we were already
working with the Progressive Alliance. But then I finished m y
studies and went abroad Before I left, | coul d see that thesticks and
stones that used to be stacked inthe m sque for the Jn ia boys
wer e bei ng replaced by guns. It was the Jan ia and nat the ARM SO
that introduced am stothe cen ps. Their target was Peoples Party
supporters inthe PSE The first students who were killed were all
People’ Party supporters.

Inm yinstitute there were twel ve people who had returned frm
abroad after finishing their M atersbr the PhD degrees. That was
the gol den period of Karachi Uni versity, which was unique to the
history of Pakistani acadm ia This is a very large num l&. You
cannat call all of then theLeft but they were peoplewith clear
conm in attosocia jutice A la of good work was done at the
tm einresearch onregional develom et.

Even a the tm ewe usedtocall our centre an island inthe Karachi
Uni versity and the islanddrowned in the m wky waters that
overtook cen ps politicsi n general. The institue lost its
independence and was taken under the syndicate of theu ni versity.
The centre stopped being a place of excellence. There was palitical
pressure to grade the students, political pressure to include sm e
people inour fied surveys.St udents started con ing arm edto the
centre. There was firing inthe boys hostels. The vidence forced all
the good people toleave.

There was an attack on the Applied Econm ics Research Centre by
the Jen dis because we played cricket at the AERG teachers and
students, wm entoqg and the support staff. Jen ia boyscan eand
objected to the wm enplaying with us. W ereplied that it was in
publicviewbut onlywithinthe irstitutes con  pound, and that it was
none of their business. | ren e k& Nuzhat Am edwho then
becen edirector of the imstitue was our fast bower. The peon,
Rafig used to be the m dchr eferee. Hafiz Pasha was the director
then but when he played poorly, Rafig al ways gave hm out. It was
agreat am aphere So the Ja id boys attacked the Centre, the cars
of the faculty, and then wentt o the vice chancell or § office. He was
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not an acadm ig and issueda note against us on his letterhead for
the Press. But | m & add the vidence in Karachi Uni versity never
directly reached to the the teachers, unlike the PunjabUni versity
where people like ® a Asghar Khan were beaten up and thrown
off cen ps.

W alsohad sm egood vicechancellars like Dr. M d@n od Hussain
and Dr. Salemmn uz Zm anSiddiqui, who supported acadm icwor k
and encouraged hard wor king teachers. But this ended when Gen.
Zau Hag ren oedacaden s and appoirted vi ce chancell ors of his
choicee W ften Gen. Zia decided to hang Bhutta he ordered the
closure of all cdleges and universities. This m aes it clear what
im prtance the Pakistani state gives to education W lereas, in
places like Lebanon where aci vil war raged for thirteen to fourteen
years, the A eican Uni versity of Beirut was not shut for a day. In
places like Eritrean liberation am yfought for 35 years and m oed
schods with the m ilitary cam pbecause there were young chil dren
and fen ilieswiththe sdders. That isthe kind of coonm In et they
had to education

Teachers m artained sm estandards till then A nm ke of teachers
were dim issed inthe 1980s under ridcu ous charges like being a
bad influence on the students. The m at laughabl e one was the case
on @ a Asghar Khan whowas accused of highjacking a rail way
engi ne!

Inm yview the way thepoliticd am phere deteriorated in
Karachi and the large nm ber of students who were part of the
vidence, was because therewas a ban on student palitics. In our
tm & while we fought with each other, we were alsop olitically
trained After cen pgning all day against each other, wewoul d sit
together inthe evening inthe canteen for tea and lassi and poke fun
a each other. There was no reason to kill anyone for their viewvs. |
m  still friends with sm eof the people fron that tm el n student
uni on activities, we used tom destrategies, hol d press conferences,
wite pm pHets and banners, conduct ralies, and then find the
resources to pay for all this as a student. Jen id al ways had a la of
m ory due to the Jm &t support, but we had to work hard to
generate resources. That was good leadership and organi zati onal
training | think when thiswas forcibly stopped young people
becen em @em indessly violert and went irtocrin irel activity. In
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m yview the unions should be restored to give back a form to
young people.”

4.6. DR. KHURSHID HASANAIN

Dr. Khurshid Hasanain cane asily be m igaken for anarticuate
social sciertist with a taste for cultural politics. But in practice he
teaches Physics at the Quai d-ie Az Uni versity Islen dad He has
seen the de ise of National Students Federation (NSF) with whm
he was attached during 1971-76 and was elected as General
Secretary of the Karachi Uhiversity Sudent union

Dr. Hasanain is related to literary and cultura figures like Khawa
Am ed Abbass and Saleha Abi d Hussain by fan ilylineage.

“l was nat a political personality. | was m @e irto debates and
literary activities when | was student of D J. College. In1971 | got
ath itted to Karachi University and was inducted into student
politics” he says. Hs fm 1y was quite padlitically sensitive and
engaged wththe progressive ideas.

He says Radio Pakistan was a very powerful institition then and
practically a nursery for progressive recruits. From t here the
idedogical m ators associated with the progressivem oven et
picked bright and young studerts and ertered then irtot he leftist
cirdes. The students dd nat knowabout it urtil they were quitein!

Sudents from various institions participated in the radio
progremm eBam -eTalba A dren afestival was also organized by
the radi o Pakistan but was eventually stopped by the Yaha Khan’s
m atid lawregm e

NSF was split into Kam iand Dr. Rashid groups and was affiliated
with the NAP W di Khan) and NAP ( Bhashani) respectively.
Kam iG oup was strong int he university and the Dr. Rashid had
fim pesence incity andinthe cdleges.

Bhutto brought a new factort o cen puses. The PPP supported PSF
groups inabidtoholdcen ses. By our tin ecorruption had crept
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irto the student politics. The leftists had their own id osyncrasies,
but they were regarded for their honesty and comm im at.

W edid not accept PSF as a genuine palitical organization. W ehad
backing of literary people. W e believed in socialism as a way
ahead M ahe they had som eidedogical dm emwsion in irterior
Sindh, but inKarachi itwas m oeof opportunisn ,away toget jobs
and a her incenti ves.

There was no active hostility bet ween the leftists and the PPP. W e
had a dn araic critidm of the PPP. Our stances were hostile
against it. In retrospect, | think problen happened ont he senior
level — outside the cen pwes. M ir Ghous Baksh Bizenjo sahib
bri dged the bath parties andadvising then not tocross lines. W di
Khan did nat showmm duity The NAP was evertually banned by
the Bhuttoregm e

NSF m om et was penetrated by Bhutto intrusion People got
m oy overnight. Activists were offered jobs. Goverm ent did not
like potent student force. Honest decent politics washecm ing
harder. Those who were deeply dedicatedtotheircomm in ats, felt
betrayed

The NSF had started to diffuse by the m id1970s. Jan ia filled this
vacum and was organized It was also supported by known
rightists like Ishtiaq Qureishi who becen e VC of the Karachi
Uni versity.

Progressive Front and Libera Front in Karachi University were
fom edafter the NSF startedt o disn e k&, There were three groups
m ding Progressive Front: The both NSF groups and the liberals.
W ecortested onthe elections frm thsfom .

“Before m ¢Shafi Nagi of IJT was president of the uni versity union.
He m ak Jm ia unpopularwith his m ad policing oft he m ixed
irteractions bet ween boys and girls. Indirectly that becen e an
elections issue.”

“Qur panel con pensated for our organizational I itaions. Sardar
Raheen (currently associated with M LN was our president. He
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was fro the Li berals Front.He was very soft and im pessive like a
gentle gart. | vas lead ng achi ever inacadm ics.

“Qur wi n gave a boost tothepr ogressive elen ets Karachi. Once in
the union office, we invitedm ay political leaders to speak on the
union form s Debates on controversia palitical issues were held
The panel in these m eatings consisted of students. W e were
den aras. Inone of such events, Syed M uawar Hassan of the JI
and fom @ national chief of the IJT also spoke. This was a great
showof dn aratic val ues by us.”

Dr. Khurshid Hasanain was also m ak incharge of the student
m apzine.

Q W &t about gender equality and discrin iretion agai nstwen enin
the uni versity?

A Tradition prevailed Burga and Purdah were rare. Onecan say no
one actively worked against wm en By and large m ay girls
preferred to sit on the backbenches. General cutural milieu was
there. There were m awy student activists and candidates frm our
side. Lala Rukh Ansari (Rashid Group) was quite active. Nargis
Hoodbhoy and Fouzia W hab were other notable exan fdes. JT
candi dates were al ways boys except for one reserved seat for grls.

QW et about irternal feuds of the leftists?

A The leftists shared ideals of a revol ution: justice com passion and
the desire to free the world Ho wever, in retrospect | can say that
their division was unrealisticand sm eof the divisive debates were
unwarranted For exan fe the pro-china and pro- Russia debates,
irternal controversies on the legtin ay of naxilite m ven ets in
Inda Al such debates had no practical consequences for the
progressive m om at in Pakistan W edid not do our hm ework
and hadn yopic views of life.

However the leftist studentsi nteracted with each other in Karachi
and also with Sindhi speaking students frmm the interior. NSF

(Rashid and Kam i), SNF, PSF (the elen ets with Reza Rabbani
and Hassan Sohail), al had conversations. | once visited Sukkar.
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I think irternal divisions were practically nat ided ogical innature.
They m atly were personality clashes bet ween thei deol ogical
m ators. W iththe passage of tin eand after loosing m & support in
the cen puses, leftist groups becen em @eclosed, irtderant toeach
other and taditarian

Studert organizations dealt with student problen sbut they were not
m ak elections issue. The elections were nat fought on ideadl ogical
issues.

Our group of NSF opposed the m ilitary action in East Pakistan
Sm eof our friends were severely tatured and have not yet been
recovered frm tram aJem Bt disapproved Bangladesh and blen ed
Bhutto for separation Inouruniversity, Behari students were hitter
especialy inthe Pham ey departn et. Its chairperson was hm «f
a Behari by arigin

M ugjir ethos was al ways there in Karachi. Literally there was no
feelingen ong us that we were living inSindh or that Karachi was
part of Sindh. The language dispute cen eout of blow. Generally
people were sn  aed whet her it was anissue.

There was division on language issue in NSF. Qur group thought
we have to be part of Sndhi idertity.

M Wgir idertity was only shaping up. Altaf Hussain used tocm e
to the cen pk but he was considered a crank M ugir thing had
started but it was a socia feeling and was nat thoughtp olitically
tangible

| wote an artide in 1972 on M ugjir identity for them agazine
Kohkan( edited by M ahi dBralewv). | argued that nationalisn is

defined by land M ugirs are one linguistic group and wider part of
the Sndhi national idertity.

Rashid group opposed m end den anded authenticty for m y

coinage, “linguistic group”. They would ask frmm where you have
quatedthistem M axand Lenin have nat witten onthat.
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Kohkanwas published without getting offica declaration. It was

banned in 1972 Police alsocean etoour hon eand tddm yfather
that Kohkanpeople were comm uists.

Q navailahility ofm derial onthe leftist student palitics?

A Yes, we lack archival resources. That needs continuity, which
was none. There was no secretariat of the progressive studerts.
They cen eunder differentnan e and fom ed new groups upon
groups and had splits dl thetm e It vasm yopic

4.7. DR. MANZUR EJAZ

M derid on student politicsi n Pakistan newspapers cn & al ong
little prin ay versions and al ot of polen ics— pro and against the
union ban. It is to the credit of Dr. M awur Faz that he has
frequently written and reflected upon his own and friends’
experiences in the fom dive phase of NSQ to whichhe was a
founding m e fer and its first convener. The organi zation had soon
gai ned popul arity inPunjab but gradually died out. Dr. Ejaz is ready
tore-exan ireths specia case and through it the irtellectual health
of our society and the factors that m ain future incubateor entm b
sin ilar socidm omn ats.

So far, there is reluctance in public speech and writingon part of
m awy of his fom e activist friends who were involved in the
m ding rise and dm ise of NSQ

It isironical he first learrt about socialisn frm special nm Ler of
“Chirag-e- Rah”, the official organ of the 1T that had published t wo
volm eson Cmm uim .He was thena calege studert inSahi wal.
Present-day journalists Sajjad M ir and M gib-ur- Rehm an Shan i
also orignated frm this tomn and were his conten praries. M ir
who laer janed the JI used tocomm e ode Lenin Day. He had
also co-translated and con  pled a book ofM a0 Zedong’s pom s

According to Dr. Haz, NSO was conceived by the duo of Prof.
Aziz-u- Haq and Prof. Aziz-ud-DOn The fon & was intellectually

inspiring while the latter was a great organizer. Inthatsense both
cn fden eted each other. Added to that, Aziz-ud-Dn provided
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nucleus to a temn of university and college teachers,popul arly
known asthe Prof. Gouptheinternal structure governingthe NSQ

Dr. Haz was prin aily inclined towards Aziz-u-Hgq. Both the
Professors were pro-chineseM axists. On the question of m ilitary
action in East Pakistan bath went in differert directions never to
reconcile after vards. Aziz-u- Haq was the only pro-chinese M axst
who publically opposed the m ilitary action

He says that palitics inthe PU especiadly its elections were a hig
showasking for a Ia of input resources. The university was spread
over places from Halley andOriental colleges inthe oldcen pus to
the departn ets in newcam ps. This m pied transportation for
m dility and investm et on publicity m der. Opponents of the
NSQ the IJT, were generously funded by its m aher party the JI. In
con pison “Qur activists were resource-less. Resources were
sm pynat there W ecould hardy afford to publish 200c ycl ostyie
copies of ourm aeria.”

“Inthe beginning we could seek resources frm our rich friends,
who also supported us in physical fights, but that pool dried out as
we went irtoided ogical narrowness. Additionally, we were agai nst
those political parties like the PPP who coul d have supported us.
The rest did not m dter and were sn dler groups struggling
then sdves for survival.

W e were Baitaigh Sipahy( Swordless Soldiers) of Revol ution,
which was so near [inour im gjnation]. It sounds funny now But
then the revd uion felt liker eal and a m der of days or m aths,”
Dr. Gazren irisces.

“Another Iim itaion of the NSO cadre and its m atarswas their
disciplinary orientation Hardy had sm eone read the original
witings of M ax They can em dry frm the literature
background. Their reading was I itedtoa fewpm plesof M @
Zedong. It was quite conveniert.

“The Chinese m akl was to work with peasants andp hysically
encirde and occupy cities where there should be s;m @ cceptance

of the [rural] invaders. This line of thinki ng freed the believers frm
the need to produce know edge.
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W lenDr. §az jained the university an elected S udent Council had
already been wor ki ng, whi chal so incl uded progressi ve students like
Shahid Nademn and Fahem Jozi. This was a body of elected class
representatives, who woul dthen vate for a university council.

However after the incidertof police firing in Polytech Institue
Rawal pind and death of two students, agitation br oke out in favour
of revving a drectly elected student union Itm & wth success.

Dr. Haz says that inthe first elections that NSO contested Rashid
Butt won the PU elections as Mice President. He was only
successfu candidate of NSO inthe m an panel. However, he and
Hafeez Khan the 13T presi dent bat h expl oited their el ected positions
inunison and proved practicall y a pair of goons.

In retrospect, he now thinkst hat the choice of JehangirBadr over
Shahi d Nadeen as a presidertial candi date was a bad one. Badr was
m ch handi capped in speechand presentation He was injail and it
sem ed he would win Hsopponent Hafeez Khan with help of
Shaheen Attique ur Rem &, daughter of then Governor Punjab
Gen. Attique-ur-Rn an arranged for release of Badr. Once in
cn ps, Badr was well exposed before the students as per
calcuaions of Hafeez Khan

W tere ever he went, we lost. Earlier, M Wtar Ch. G oup deen ed
quite closer toM wafa Kharhad tried to persuade us all otting ti cket
to Shahid Nadem . They had warned against the candidature of
Badr,” D. Baz concedes their estin dion proved correct.

“In first elections we claim that Badr had won. W &hink that
Principal Law College, Sheikh in tiaz played the trick and caused
NSO a defeat by electora fraud.

QW et type of students was atractedtothe left?

A W dl read students who wanted m @ethan the curricula Quality
of the NSO m e las was very high W ithtm eit deteriorated and
those who were a failure inacaden ics also jained the organi zati on

I can nen em aw leaders who were brave people but they were not
irellectualy inspired by the ided ogy of the left rather they had
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their own contradictions. The diluion of quality men kers was
already inthe process. That was the smm ewthJm ia.

Intem sof disciplinary orientation students fron the Institute of
Education Research (IER went al ways agai nst us. Support for the
progressive cen efrm the natural sciences students. Law College
was inthem idde of loyalties.

One of the m at striking flipsi des tohis progressi ve comm uity of
actimvists, accordingto .M anzur Haz, wvas its sectarianisn .

He says: W e were nat generous people. W epersonalized our
opinion and did not let others to differ ....... W fen we left the
NSQ m yoldcm rades theyhad a session of tabbaras (cursing) on
m einevery convention

Dr. Haz thinks that once founders left the NSQ it wasden ise of
the group. Its real force pulled out. 1975 was a detrim etd year
whenthe ertire left was cdlapsed

He joined the Philosophydepartn at, PU as a teacher after
co peting his studies.

On the political front, after leaving the Prof. group, Dr. Eaz
reverted to Prof. Aziz-u-Haq and the organization inspired by his
thought the Young Peoples Front ('YPL). He had agai nto face a rift
and left it after the death of Dr. Haz

During his associaion with the PU as a teacher in Phil osophy, his
activist m plses also tookhin to teachers’ politics, where he
clam stobe imstrm etal tothe pem aent appoinn et of 72 adhoc
lecturers. He contested fort he presidential sla of the lecturers’
association inthe PU and was defeated by a narrowm agin He still
doubts that all of his ol d friends of NSO and the Prof. group, 25 of
then the eligHte vaers, had voted for hin .

Later, he did his doctorate in Econm ics frm the USAwhere he
still lives.
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4.8. FAYYAZ BAQIR

Fayyaz Bagqir is director of the Akhtar Hm eed Khan Research
Centre. Prior to this, he hasl ong been associated with the UNDP
and retired only last year.

He has been silert on his activist past for decades and is regar ded by
oldcm rades a deserter whoe ventuall ywas erticed by the self-hel p
develojm et philosophy of Dr. Akhtar Hm eed Khan and the
spiritual teachings of Ar Sahib of Golra Sharif.

He entered the PU as student of BA Honours (Econm ics) in
Septen ter 1968 After hispost-graduation he joinedt he South
Asian Irstitute as a research associate in Jan 1974 tillSepten her
1974,

He is one of the foundingm & ters of the NSO andits second
convener. NSO was fom ehfter m ating of selected progressive
students frm all over Lahore inNov 1969 inthe Lawrance Gar dens
(now Bagh-i- Jiannah). Som eof the partic pants included people
like m tiaz Amm , M aewr Eaz, Arif Raja Shuja-u-Hque,
M bmm aSm i, Zoya Ahm & Fahemn Jozi and m mbers of the
Punjab Students Union (PUNJSU. They could not reach to a
consensus for m aing a studert organization However the m gaity
opted for such an establishm at under the nen eof NSQ in tiaz
Am was its chief convener, while M azwr Faz was m ak it
convener and Zm anKhan and Fayyaz hm sdf were responsible for
the Law College and newcam ps respecti vel y.

“NSO wanted to show its presence. W edid that by interpreting
m eting of a visiting US delegation” Fayyaz tells. In those days,
the US was investing on higher education in Pakistan New
acadm ic progrenm & were supported Institue of Education
Research (IER), hostels and Student Teachers Centrei n the PU
were built by support of USAI D There were student exchanges and
sm e A eican Professions also taught at the departn et of
Ah iristrative Sciences.

The m ating was organized by the (non-elected but officia)

Students Council of Punjab Uni versity. Shahid M én od Nadem
was alsoitsm e l&rthen
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The NSO activists started hurling slogans: “Yankies Go Back™
This was en  tarrassing for the Students Council and theu ni versity
ath instration Eventually after sm edeliberation it was decided
that the m eting will be alloned togo sn oadHy and after the guests
have finished their speechest he students will have a question and
answer session

“It sounds funny now thati n the & Asession ldress Khattana
concluded with a poirnt that while there are so m awyblacks in
A eaica why there was no black A& erican in the visiting
delegation! in tiaz A e asked for a translator. He spoke in U du,
translated in English and responded in English translated in Ur du.
That was ascene.”

NSO had drafted 12 am @ nd objectives. The first one was to
“support and assist anti-m prialist forces.” Islen and Nationalisn
were the two pillars of NSQ The word “Socialisn "was replaced by
“Islen iM savaat” (Islen icEquality). The m @eradical activists of
PUNISU objected tothe use of Islen ictem indogy and didnat jain
NSQ

Fayyaz Bagir says he hadno intention of joining the student
politics. He was influencedby M awzur Haz, Raja Arif and Prof.
Aziz-ud- Dnand his own curicsityto erter.

“Hght from the begi nning suspicions over athers and the secrecy in
working infom el our work Our attitudes were highly
undn caraic W edid nott olerate difference of opinion and
analysis and discussion was thought to be futile W hsoever
differed we would say. hisline is nat correct. He works for the
irtelligence agencies, etc.” People like Shahid M én od Nadem
could nat be our part because they questioned ”

NSO activists woul d spendtim eworking in villages and within
trade unions for organizng the poor. The basic thought was that all
this work would enable then to confront the Pakistan state one day.

One should have the m @d courage nowto say, asserts Fayyaz, that

no political party the rightist and leftist forces alike had any real
anal ysis of Pakistan W edid nat knowwhere the force of Pakistani
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peopl e and classes rested? Where we are heading for? W bre shoul d
we go?”

Even on basi ¢ questi ons there was no elaborate anal ysis or infom ed
consensus. These included the legitm ay (or illegitm acy) of the
creation of Pakistan the rde of religon whether or nat to adopt
electoral pditics, them andate and ohjective of student politics, etc.

“Practicall y the objective oft he student politics was to m de own
presence loud The radicals believed students were not a
reval uionary force. They serve t wo purposes: (i) creating cadre and
leadership for revaution and (ii) creating nuisance so that the
‘enm Y isertangledin unnecessary wars and dfficut fronts.”

“Such high shallowand uninfom edwas the rhetoric that it actually
happened m ay a tin ethat when m ela persons asked about
den ands of a pratesting raly of students, they replied W ewoul d
tdl tm arow

“It was m ee a certain kind of jargon that rded andwas heard
everywhere. Tem slike ‘Hack lavs’, ‘Na M azoor Na M awoor’
were comm o Sm epeoples hould have the m @d courage to say
that they did not read a single word of the University O di nance
irtroduced by Ayub Khan but they protested agai nst it!

Fayyaz m artains that vidence incen puses had started by 1969-70.
The sticks-carrier am of thel JT called the Dm  coratic Yout h Force
publically dm astrated andattacked an office in Nla Gm  bad —
Anarkali (Lahore) where they alleged that the Holy Quran was
burnt. This episode prom  ped NSO activiststo counter the IJT

There was a discussi on on howvi d ence shoul d be dealt - with force
or non-vidence? According to Fayyaz, this has been a m wh
underrated irternal discussion of the NSQ as it would affect the
organizationinabigway infuue He m drtains that m etors of the
NSQ the professors, were contradictory over it. Their political line
was confused At the onehand they opposed adventurisn and
vidence, they also preached to confrort the ‘enm !
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Because of m ixed party line, Fayyaz concedes tha many a tm e
NS O woul d deliberately provoke the 1JT, bl ock their processions or
hurl hm iliating sl ogans before the IJTrallies.

Barakat Am edwas m wdered in April 1974 during theP U union
elections. Javed Hast iof IJTwas also m picated who was an ol d
acquai rtance of Fayyaz frm hsM dtan days.

Inthe tradtion of self-criticisn he nowsays Hafeez Khanwanted to
get ticket of NSO but was opposed and won on IJT's ticket. He also
now thinks that Shahid M In ood Nadeen should have been the
presidertial candidate instead of Jehangir Badr against the 1JT. He
was a winning candidate He says it was a dilemm athat we were
confused over electoral poalitics. The popular candidates were
opportunists in our viewW e were unclear about ¢ ontesting
elections. Our position on the boundaries and objectives of student
politics was also confused W e prm ded inferior acade ic
achievers. W eacked practicality, m od courage and com ptencies
and had an exaggerated self-m ae

Inretrospect he thinks the leftists shoul d have adopted ided ogical,
educative and training rdes. There is a great need of serious wor k
W ewere rather advised natt o read books because it was said that
knowedge is Bourgeodisie The pm pHets were proletaria and
devoid of substance and serious research There was ideol ogical
rigdty, bas andirtderance m gthe cadres.

On wm emsrdeinthe NSO? “There was no fen dem & l&r and
activist. W enere tddtodistance avay frm girls. That would be a
distraction fron the politicalwor k 13T woul d propagate agai nst us.
No one woul d accept this now but this was our culture... .. Rubya
M ed (currertlylivinginDem ak) and Parveen Zai diwor ked for
the NSF

Generaly the midde class and urban lower midde class students
were with NSQ while Jam id had the support of students frm
Halley and Oriental Colleges and rural areas. IJT people woul d
facilitate students especialyat the tm eof ath issions and hel ped
other students. It vas inlinewiththe rura cuture.
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“One | cen eacross Javed Hasm iduring union election cen fEign
and asked about his progress. He lightly said that the bourgeoisie of
Halley and Oriental Colleges are with us and the proletariat of fine
arts and psychol ogy are wth you.”

The NSO had extended its wor k to Dyal Singh College, Ci vil Lines
College, Goverm ert College, Superiar Science College, UET and
Sargodha (Asif Khan). Faisalabad M ehboob Khan), Sialkat (Irfan
Aziz), M Utan (Shen oon Salem ), Shakargarh Sahiwal (Sagib
Salem ), Joharabad (Sardar Salemn ) Bahawal nagar and Hafizabad,
etc

The Prof. Goup oversaw working of the NSO frm their student
bureau office onthe Ferozepur roadM wim Town Lahore.

Fayyaz left his research position inthe South Asian Institue under
pressure. Dsgruntled with his m ators, Fayyaz janedt he Gm d
Uni versity (DI. khan) and started reading Das Kapital. Then he
recurned to Lahore. It was a tranquil existence urtil Fauzia Rafiq
cm efrm Canada in 1979 She clam edtobe the regional head of
Irternational Spartist Tendency. A pm pie was witten Fauzia
had alsom ak a record of everyone who received this pmm et In
the pmn et people werecalled to attack the police stations.
Considering it to be an organized pla the state m ahinery struck
back M ay were picked However neither Fauzia was arrested nor
was herm omn et curtailedinany way.

Fayyaz Bagir departedthe country for next seven years.

4.9. HAF1Z ABDUL KHALIQ

A student of Goverm et College Lahore, 1980-84, Hafiz Abdul
Khaligwas part of Ravians Front students union for four years that
successfuly opposed the Jm id and the politics of vidence. A
deeply religous m ay Hafiz Khaliq carried his political
consciousness irtohis professional career as a teacher and has paid
the price in penalties and penury. Our panel spoke tohim about the
successfu experin et of a students Uni on when everywhere inthe
country it wvas failing
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QW et were student unions likein your tm €

HK Goverm et College had an ol d tradition that we m artained.
W edid not becon epart of any political party or allow it to enter
uni on politics and spail the instituional am @phere. Our uni on was
a cdlection of Left students and others who were not part of the
Jm igd and we did not allowJen ia to enter our instituional
politics. The best students, the best debaters, becen eunion leaders
and the debating society andot her cultural societies of GC played a
large part in preparing people for this rde That is why we kept
Wi nning elections. Jan id had to change its nen etoRavians Jm ia
and change its logo frm “Allah-o- Akbar” to “couraget o know’.
Politically conscious people were a sophisticated breed, these
students irto vidence are quite anct her speci es.

Q But howwas this island possible inthose vident tm es? W &it
because GCis considered an dite instituti on?

HK In fact, we had defeated the elite to get irto the union My
background isnat like that and at the tm ¢ GC was a college for the
best students. It is only inthe last two years that the fee structure
has m ak it accessitle to the privileged But that is also because
now the irstitution has to generate its own funds and this is done
through heavy tuition fees.

The GC had its own traditions. W ewere all paliticallyc onscious
people. | never missed a rally or a procession in town, but the
cen psddna belongto pditical parties at thetm e

Q How did you resist the Jm id and its vident politics? How did
YOu Survi ve?

HK | think our survival was inopposing then .Jen id tried m ay
tn etoget us into fights but our resistance was to natt ake then

on. | was also abducted by the Jm id boys once. But we did not
fight. It was not a m derof fear. There were other things to
consider. W eaere not am @, and through vi dence we didnot wish
toscare our voters. There was no negative cen agning W eforced
the Jen ia to rethink its strategy. They changed their nen ¢ their
slogan toren dnpart of student union cen Egning You see, party
politics was not successfu every tin elt was nat politicsreally, but
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the behaviour of a gabza group. Besides, everyone inthe union of
the Ravian Front was nat con m uist. After all, we areall M din
and we provedthat Jm ia was na the custodian of Islan .

Q W ee GC teachers involved in union cen pEgningand party
politics?

HK 1 e surethey were butt he open m inded ones stoodbe hind us.
There was no irterference because we did not allow it to happen,
just like now when | en  engaged in teachers’ politicswe do not
encourage students to be any part of it.

Q W fat about union funds? How m ch was the budget and how
was it wilized?

HK W & union funds? Money in the student unionsis a new
phenm enon W ebarely m amged to survive on our thousand-
Rupee m othy stipends from hm eand were al ways in debt with
the hostels. There were enough funds to organize a debate or a
cutural function but the Principal operated the funds. This new
m aey con esfrm the gabza groups and their pditical patrons.

Q Do you think the experin et of the Ravians Front can be
replicatedtoday in a her instititions?

HK This is an m potant question You see, politics has changed
since then and even at thenational level, you cannatt hink of it
unl ess you have black m aey and am s This filters down tostudent
uni on palitics too.

Q Does this m anpoalitical parties need to be stopped frm having
student wngs?

HK This is not possible of course Once ideological warfare
begins, the parties stepin

Q Doesthism en you support the ban on student uni ons?
HK No, | do nat. I think unions ought to be restored because one

party isstill all owed uni ontlike activityon cen  pus. But they have to
cm pise the best students and ren dn independent oft he gabza
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groups of parties who use then for their own ends. Student ought to
have independent politics and institutions trainthe .

Q Soyouseearde for students in national pdlitics?

HK This innat the poirt. Sudents do have ardetoplayi n national
politics. This cm e naturally. But we were talkingof union
activity. | think education instituions should not be contraled by
vested irterest groups.

4.10. ILAYAS NAVEED SHAHZAD

llayas Naveed Shahzad belongs to Gujranwala and runs textile
business inhis hm etown. He m pirted a fabul ous history on 10th
Jan 1983 inthe union elections of Punjab Uni versity, when he was
elected General Secretary defeating a renowned student |eader
Hafiz Sam an Butt.

After passing L. L B exe inaion he got ath ission in Punjab
Uni versity in Septen er 1982 and got degrees in palitical science
and histary.

W ten llayas stepped irto politics, it was the dark age of Gen. Zias
m atid law Fom & Prin eM irister and popul ar leader Bhutto had
been hanged in a so calledj udicia trial. Political activities were
banned; news papers andm agazines had to face unjustified
censorship and discrim iratory laws against win enhad been
legslated under the garb of Islen .Afghan Jehad had been started in
which a few politico-religious parties were extensively getting
dollars and weapons he says.

Dr. ugs business was on the peak W epons, drugs, and clashes had
becom ehaln aks of our educational imstitutions. By an order of
Governor Punjab s ecolleges were allated toM Fwhile ot hers
i ncl udi ng Punjab Uni versity were gi ven under the virtualcontral of
Islen iJm iad Talaba. A cm gdee support by state, and open
facilitation in use of weapons virtually transfom ed educational
instituions into hubs of m dia gangs. It was the tm ethat no body
could dare tochallenge Z a-ul- Haq or his allies. The wayt his young
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leader defied the illegal authority of unfounded powers of that tm &
isstill aquatable exsn deinthe history of studert pdlitics.

H's presert brief interviewtells us that inspite of the trim phand
the studert struggl e whi ch he spearheaded, there is nathing likely to
be fdlowed inthe ertire episode. He disn isses videnceof student
politics of histm eand en pasizes onthe needtoreviewit.

He says that studert politics is a ladder by whi ch students becon ea
part of national politics. In order tostrengthen or tom artain their
position political parties also indulge in negative activities and
ultim ddy students have to bear the brunt. Therefore students
should en phasi ze on their studies and professi onal develom ert. A
student leader carries twofold responsihilities on his shoul ders, to
bring about a positive change insociety as a Pakistani on one hand,
and to build his and his fellows 'e ducational and p rofessional
capacity onthe a her.

“In the past our educational institutions had been involved in
negative activities, but inpresent education systen ,socio-econm ic
division has crossed the limits There are rich private schools
colleges and uni versities for privileged class on one si de whereas on
the ot her side there are public educational institutes for poor or less
privileged seqn erts of the society. Thus the divide m whbe kept in
to consideration when to tak about student politics. Now t he
student groups fom dion take place on the basis of palitical parties
which has cast negative repercussions on studentslives and
educational envirom ert.

“National politics touched its peak in educational irstitutes in 90s
but I think that it was the worst period of student politics.
Kal ashni kov culture devel oped and thousands of students spoiled
their careers during that period Sm UJtaneously it is also true that
Pakistan got brilliart |eadership as well through educational
instituions. At present newleadershipisnot en edngow ngtothe
ban on student palitics in educational irstituions for al ong tin e
As a result political legacies are being grom ing ands ystem of
politiclm aopolyis ontheriseinthe courtry.

“The envirom et in Punjab University when | entered into as a
student was ful of fear and terrar; even now | feel m wdf unable to
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illustrate that. Jen id boys and girls woul d rom around the cen pus
and were seen placi ng orders; and no body coul d dare todefy then .
Al the students had to live inthat systen and environm at which
was created by then . Since | had been a proactive PSF m en lerand
had been presidert at district and province level, | didknow a la
about the con  dexities of student pdlitics.

“Thus | starteda m om et against Jm id and raised my voice for
the rights of students. And soon | gat the result, no sooner |

beco ethe PSF chaim anPunjab Uni versity, two of m yomm des
left m e Besides these taal 67 students of Punjab Uni versity
belonging to Gujranwala abandoned even talking tom e M vy
hostel 5§ Nazin at that tm ehad tdd m enclear words that there is
no m a@eour relaionship inplace because | have to gi veans wer to
m yhi gh ups about you.. ... Al those factors were pinching for m ¢
students woul d by pass their way so as to avoi d seeing me and | was
under continuous Vi gilance of the orthodox palitical organization |

can nat express m ystate ofm ind | woul d wal king around a road
lonely, and suddenly | woul d hear the voice of sm egirl, “oh poor,

he will be dead tmm arownight if he happens to get survived
today”.

1 yfeeling can only be understood by the students of my age, who
have observedthat barbaricenvirom ert.

“Hrst congregation for Punjab university elections had been
scheduled on January 1983 where 27 candidates werec ontesting
for the post of General Secretary. Then it becen eknown that Hafiz
San an Butt was contesting the elections frm Jm ia, all
contestarts left the race. Then the sm egirls Rubina Ashraf and
Hn a Butt sum ited m ynm irgtion papers for President and
General Secretary. That's why | had totake part inelections. Had
m ypapers nat been sutn itted by then ,Hafiz Salm an Butt woul d
have wonthe elections wthout padl.

W henever there took placeany clash and we announced tocm e
tocen ps next day, these were only fen destudernts who com  died
with the comm im ats we ever m ak Fe de students of NCA
al ways gat the lead inthis respect. Even though we did nat di vul ge
that ever, but it was a fact that whenever m destudents showed their
backs, these fen de studentswoul d hel p us in Uni versity, no doubt

BARGAD >

-94


http://www.go2pdf.com

Revisiting Student Politics in Pakistan

that we could not transpire it openly on account of en larrassn et
but the fact ren drs that in an envirom et of terrorand fear,
politics was only posside by fen  de students.

“Services of Hn idM ir, Faisal and Rubina Ashraf with regard to
election cen peign cannat be ignored Rubina Ashraf was
Uni versity student and a proactive leader at that tm e In anat her
incident, Jan id girls totured these fen de leaders sobadly that
Rubina and Hn aga severe irjuries.

“The question is m potart in its place tha we can findi n todays
national and provincial assem Hies the veteran m de student leaders
of Punjab Uni versity but past wm enleaders are no where. | think
that our socia val ues are responsible for this tendency. M at of the
tm eswm en after getting m aried are Im ited to their fan ily life
no m der howm wch they may be capable to contribute to national
progress.”

Revisiting Student Politics in Pakistan

active and they have reactivated their union functions which were halted due
the ban. The campus administrations are now more cautious and while making
any decision, they tend to ensure if student interests are not perturbed and
disturbed.

However, sad part of the story is that most of student unions are politically-
affiliated and are not even utilized for the student and educational purposes.

An ideal role of students unions must focus upon the betterment and reform of
their respective institutions. They should also solve problems faced by students
through peaceful means.

Student unions must give constructive suggestions and should condemn the
action of the campus administration when it is to the disadvantage to the very
institution. They must stop hegemonic power of the campus administration.”

Alternative Views from Contemporary Students

Amir Jan is a student of International Relations at the University of Balochistan,
Quetta. Despite not being in the actual student politics, his impressions are
worth hearing. He says:

“Students are considered builders of a nation. They can revise history if they
sincerely and honestly put their efforts into goal and result oriented actions.
They have practically caused many revolutions and u-turn changes though-out
history: be it French Revolution or the Islamic Revolution of Iran, they have led
such massive movements.

As far as lifting the ban on student unions in Pakistan is concerned, it is to the
advantage of educational institutions.

Through unions, students become an effective pressure group who halts the
hegemonic powers of campus and outside authorities. They also tremendously
and passionately help in up-ward growth of educational institutions.

Student unions can ensure that the interests of students and educational
institutions will not be neglected and bypassed in the execution of education
related decisions and policies. The decision makers are compelled to take
unions into confidence and consult them before-hand. This is why student
union can greatly and tremendously influence the educational affairs of any
state.

Since the ban on student union has been lifted, students have become more

Tesuwar Hussain reiterates views like his counterpart from the UOB. He was
recently a student of English at the Azad Jammu & Kashmir University,
Muzaffarabad. According to his version:

“If we analyze pre-prohibition history before 1983, the lifting of ban on student
unions is not appreciable. Although there have been positive effects of the
student unions by provision of leadership but it was a reason of the decline of
education quality as well.

Following points would substantiate my argument:

Students tend to involve in unwanted and non-disciplinary activities on the
behalf of unions;

Students can easily be used by the political parties for their own purpose.
Students are divided in groups. This can surely disturb the academic
environment of a campus.

One could observer nature of activities that have unfolded at our educational
institutions after lifting of the ban. Many students or so-called student leaders
have started conducting campaigns to make panels and to set grounds for
upcoming union elections. There have also appeared some reports of violence
in some institutions of central Punjab and in NWFP.

Nevertheless, working of student unions can ideally enhance education policies
of the country. You can get more minds which are talented enough to
contribute to the educational policies formulated by educationalists. The plus
point is that unions can add students' prospective to the policies.

There should be documentation to devise rules as well as objectives of the
student unions.

The ideal role of unions can be advocating rights of students and their needs
and conveying these to the teachers and administration besides developing a
creative environment for the growth of scientific and artistic influences.
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4.11. KAMRAN KHAN

“I bel ong to the founding cadre of Insaf Sudents Federation (I1SF).
W tenwe exchanged views on ided ogy of ISFwiththe m arstrem
leadership of Tehreek-e-Insaf, they profoundy elaboraed their
approach over state affairs. W efurther gat opi ni on of more than t wo
thousand students and consequently we fom daed our plan ” says
Km ran Khan Chief Or ganizer of the ISF inPunjab University and
its central leader.

“Qur goal is to realize objectives of Pakistans creation our
ided ogy is the ided ogy of justice and our actions are free fro all
prejudices. This is the reason that we dont discrin irste on the
grounds of color, creed or religon rather we hail every one with
delight. Any one, who intends to work for the security and
devel o;m et of the country, bel ongs to us.

W estarted working in April 2008 and we are hither tor eceiving
threats to wind up our activities. W fen we took up the m dter to
i ran Khan, he said “Continue m ding addition in your nm kers
and keep up acceleraingyour educational capabilities, your
opponents wil get reversed”.

K ran Khan says that offidaly ISF5 mission is to carry out a
struggle, free from all prejudices, for accom  dishing theaim sof the
creation of the country.

Obj ecti ves and goals of I1SF

— To organize students under ISF for astable Pakistan

— To achieve distinctions in education strive for a better
educational envirom ert; and torespect the teachers

— To m ae students responsible and beneficial citizensof
Pakistan by character buil d ng

— To carry out peacefu struggle for souion of students
problen sand to strive fori nstituion of Student Union
H ections

— To strive to m de Pakistan a m akrn de cratic and
welfare state free frm palitical, econm ic and socid
expl oitation
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“Based on the above m ationed M ission Goals and Objectives
registered m en f&rs of ISF are around 2000 which indude around
400 fen de students. Central W oking Con m ittee contrds and
m aitars the central system of ISF whereas University W aking
Conm ittee regulates ISF5 work in Punjab Uni versity | SF duly
acknow edges and abides by the rues and regulaionsof Punjab
Uni versity,” Ken ran adds.

He futher m artains by citing from the history of student palitics
that m wders of students ineducational institutions and deterioration
of educational systen were not the reasons behind the ban on
student unions rather cm ing out of students in groups frm
institutions and becm ing syn  bds of public power forpeace and
justice and challenging goverm ets over public issues actually
caused them esuretotake place.

That § why todiscourage unitya angstudents over issues of public
im prtance and concern unions were banned and this ban was kept
irtact by every successive goverm ert.

As the currert regm eraises the slogan of den  aracy so it lifted ban
on student unions for strengthening den axatic process. Certainly
the results of this step will have positive repercussions on the
dn araicsysten dthe country.

K ransays that recent history of Punjab Uni versity canbe viewed
as exmn fe to this. A dom irart student organization has been
utilizing all funds of the PU but because there are now m ay
or gani zati ons operative and functional inthe cen ps it has becom e
obligatory for the ach iristration to fairly use funds unlike its past
practice.

On linkage with its m aher party the PTI, Km anclam s ISF is at
ful liberty to sdely work for student rights and not just to assist
Pakistan Tehree -e-Insaf in national pditics.

This has been clearly declared by PTl that no sooner as the ISF
woul d be able tom age andcontrd its own affairs it will be turned

irnto an autonm o organization that will independertly fom date
and execute its pdides for the student rights.
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Inthisway we will work together with Tehreek-e-1nsaf but will not
spare our tm eto m de Tl events successfu as other student
organizations do. Since we are free frm Tl we will work sdely for
studert politics and be peacef ull because we irtend tohighlight the
tradtions of tderance.

W eare of the viewthat if student unions will ren dnintact it can
not only provi de Pakistan wi thnew leadershi p but also eradicate the
m awopalistic palitics inthe country. And besides this students will
feel safer andm e secure so far as their rights are concerned ”

Q W Ht is student pdliticsand why it is m prtant according to
1SF?

A Politics has only onem eaning soluion of problen s and
representation Student politics is m art for solving student
problen sand toensure their representation For instance, what are
the problen sdf students?

— Problen sregardng ath issions

— Problen sregard ngfees and dues etc

— Problen sabout acconm aktionin hostels

— Problen sconcerning traveling through uni versity buses

— Problen sof evening students about facilitation of buses
and hostels

Student politics is m prtant to us because develom ent of any
country depends upon its politics and educational institutions serve
as nursery of this political process. Politics m pies for welfare and
studert politics m ans welfare of students through which sd uions
of their problen sare sought. It isa m dter of disn aythat student
politics of these days is m edy hooliganisn . W eget s fde
opport unities toponder over not only on individual problen sbut on
collective issues as well during student politics which helps students
learningtoraise voice for their rights and j ustice.

Q About the problen sl SF faces inregard toits wor ki ng in Punjab
Uni versity?

A Although the ban on student union is lifted but there is no
provision of any facilities tat he students so far. W ehave not been
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provided with any place where we can organize our m etings or
prepare plans for election cen pgn Existing union offices and
resources have been already in contrd of a dm irant student
organi zation which is not willing to quit. M @e than 400 faculty
m e las belong to that dom irart student organizationand we are
kept deprived frm m aw facilities due to then . For exsn de we
were about to conduct a press conference, all the preparations were
final and suddenly a personfrm ath iristraion cen eand halted
the activity on the groundt hat no student organization can be
alloved to carry out any palitical activity. On the ather hand the
don irart student organization arranged an all PakistanM effil-e-
M shaera the sem eday which went successfu m any due to the
cooperation that was rendered by the ath instration in this
connection

QM oopdy by one student group: The legacy of the past?

A ISFis trying to conduct various training programm & for
capacity buildng of its vol unteers and we have been successful in
thisregardsofar. But at the sen etm ene acknow edge the fact that
the do inant student organization is m @e trained andi nfom el
than us. The reason is that they have been m artainingm aopoly
over uni versitysince last 28 years.

Uni versity ath instraionm ust provide equal rights and
opportunities toall students so as toend the vidence andt o create a
peaceful envirom ert. Suppose if faher of any of our fellows dies
and we as a class want to go totheir house by Uni versity bus and
even our departn et has noo bj ection over that but when we go to
uni versity ach iristration they ask whet her we have got pem ission
frm the Nazm o our hostel?

And if nat then go back andcn eagainalong with Nazim of your
hostel. These are the harsh realities that have disturbed the students
for too long This unjust behavior of university ath iristration has
beerm ded out tostudents inthe past.

Q Any suggestions to the University Ath iristration for hol di ng
Uni on Hections
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A Inthe past, circin  gancesi n the PU had been quite different than
those prevailing today and evening students were not allowed to
take part inelections. Because nm ker of students was 7000 at that
tm ebut at present it is more than 26000 which do nat include
students doingdpm @&

Fen de student representation in student unions m & be at least
3% .If we look irnto the nm ter of enrdled fen de students it is
16000. This m ars they aree qual innm Lers. On this ground we
suggest thatm de and fen de quata shoul d be 58 .

Uni versity president can beof any gender but there must be one
m deand one fen deat positions of president and vice president so
astoensure gender equality.

Eveni ng students shoul d be allowed totake part inelections because
they pay double fees. They deserve m @e than us. But M BA
Executive and M PAexecutive students should nat be pem itted as
they are 35 years of age or m @eand bel ong togoverm ert or sen i
goverm et institutions.

W ithregard to possession of am swe propose that whos o ever is
found possessing am she shouldbe mm edaeystruck off frm the
uni versity.

W ften m oe than one organization will operate in university there
will certainly be security problen s Inthis context we propose that
uni versity ath instration shoul d take responsibility of security and
no student organization shoul d be held responsitle for that as has
beenthe practice of past bythe only dn irant student organization

Sudents of ather irstitutions and vol unteers of paliticalparties are
often found in Punjab Uni versity Inevents of clashes the outsiders
arem a@ethan the university students. To avoidthiswe suggest that
entry of such people should be con  detely banned in theu ni versity
and others who con efor s epurpose m & be issued visiting
cards; sothat the security of students can be ensured
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4.12. KASHIF BUKHARI

W tfenasked, “If you could go back intm ewould you joi n student
politics again?” Kashif Bukhari responds with an en phatic NQ
“Not at least the vay | was a part then”

Kashif a student leader in his cen ps days is still very active in
trade union However, he is a changed m a1 Hs views on union
activisn , especialy regarding cen ps politics, haver adicaly
altered He iscritical of the student organi zations and the m amer by
whichthey are associated wth pditical parties.

He says such linkage is inherentlym aipul ative and hierarchical:

“Political parties use students to further their owni nterests.
Sudents'i ssues are never hi ghlighted and they endup being
expl oited by the palitical parties and waste their precioustin e This
is a question of savi ng the educational institutions of Pakistan even
if ve have totake sm eundem aratic decisions.”

Recallecting his tm ehe says that both inleftist and rightist student
organizations there were vagabonds and Qabza groupel e erts.
They were adept at instigating studentsen dions and often resorted
to physical vidence and aggression Dr.ugs and weapons becen e
conm aqincen puses as a result of student politics. Student activists
used to extract “Chunda tax” frm restaurants and bus and van
owners to financiall y support their pditics.

“I m wdf have indirectly partid pated inall these m dpractices”, he
says.

About his inspiration to jan student politics, he tells that “during
the 1977 elections, when Iwas in eighth grade | saw the first
political procession of m Mife | heard Zulfigar Ai Bhuttospeak in
Nasir Bagh (Lahore). | vas sm pytaken by his charisn &’

W hen | went to Islen ia College | was pro-Bhutto and an anti-
Jm ia. Jm iad had a stronghold in the college. A coalition of
National Students Federation ( NSF), Nationalist Students
Organization (NSO and Peoples St udents Federation( PSF) was
working against the Jm id. However, NSF was relatively m @e
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functional. 1 joined NSFand was soon nm ingted its chief
or gani zer.

Q W ha veretheintia challenges you hadtoface?”

A W renm e lars of NSFdisplayed posters and shouted sl ogans
inthe public Jm ia was enraged because they took Islam iaCollege
as their Jagir (estae). A few NSF students gat irto a fight with a
large group of 200-300 Jen &t students. A friend of m irewas taken
to the hostel and physicallyt ortured As a resut of this 5 senior
m e las of the NSF including m ywdf were threatened to leave the
college or bear severe consequences. W edared to standt his terror
and would visit the college for the next one year, though
sporadically. A last, we had toleave | and ather senior m en s of
NSF then enrdled oursel ves in Goverm et Gollege of Technal ogy.

“Because of the support for the Afghan war and arti- Bhutto
sentim etsduring Zasregm el realizedthat it was nat a good idea
to continue under the bannerof NSF or PSE. Therefore 1j i ned the
Azad (Liberal) group whichl ater cen eto be known as the Li beral
SudentsCouncil. | was elected Joint Secretary of the Azad group
agai nst the candi date of Jan &t.

As for hism ga achieven ets as he infom swas that Jen ia rued
over the Goverm et College of Technology and theyused very
oppressive m esures to scare off any of their potertia opponerts.
So to gather support against then and then defeating then in
studert union elections, natj ust once but thrice, was undoubted y
our biggest achieven ert. Another m portart accom  gdishm et was to
unite and organi ze the student uni ons of the goverm et colleges of
technol ogy in differert dities.

W flile reflecting back he says the teachers played an influertia rde
instudent pdlitics.

“In Islen iaCollege the teachers fuly supported the Jam ia and in
Goverm et College of Technol ogy we had bl essings of the Chi ef
Proctor who was a m en twof the M Win League anda staunch
anti-Jan id. He rendered hisf ull patronage and co-operation to the
Azad group. He definitely got us ala of swinging vates.”
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Q W ha events do you think led to the decline of student palitics
then?”

A “In1981 when Salen ullah Ti pu hijacked a pl ane, theZia regm e
used this as an excuse tocrack down on student activists. There was
randm picking and m pisom ert and brua torture inflicted on
political activists. As a consequence of this studentswere fear-
stricken and this discouraged then fron taki ng part inpditics. This
was a huge set backtothe whole studentsm o et.

Inour case, the arti-clim a¢ eached to its heights in Goverm ert
College of Technol ogy Lahore when an arti-ach iristration protest
turned arti-Zda A fight broke out bet ween students and police, in
which a Deputy Superirtendent of Police (DSP) was accidentally
killed 70 people were caught and 8 were m pisoned and the
cdlege was closed down for about 8 m aths by the goverm ert.
M filitary courts punishedm en lers of the Azad group.

These events collectively led to the den adization of student
politicsinour cen p&.”

Now that Kashif Bukhari isopposed to his experience of student
politics, what is his aternative?

“l think that student uni ons shoul d be confined to in-house palitics,
separated frm m an stream politics. Sudent and teacher bodies
shoul d sit toget her indiscussion form sand resd ve issues. Students
should have no association with national or regional political
parties. They should rather strengthen their departm etal societies
and work for educati onal and student issues.”

4.13. MIR HASIL KHAN BIzENJO

M irHasil Khan B zenjoisthe son of M irGhous Baksh Bizenjo, the
legendary nationalist leader who was respected for his m akration
and consensus building Hs el der brather Bi zen Bi zenjo was one of
the foundingm e tasof theBSQ Hn sdfafom @M M and now
senator M irHasil got early education inhis native village Naath in
Districc Khuzdar and has been invol ved with student politics since
his high schod days.
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In 1980, he got ath issions to the BA Honours in Karachi
Uni versity and by the tim ehe left the universityafter post-
graduation in Phil ssophy hewas chaim anof the United Sudents
Federation (USF) alliance of the progressive students in KU

W fen he entered the university, the Progressive Front( KU) had
ceased to exist. Not long ago it had won the university el ection
under the presidency ofM gtafain kam .

These were turbulent tm ef or dm caraic forces in general but
invited risks of loosing lifewhen it cen etocen puses. M irsays 1T
was practically part of the Ziam atid lawregm eand with greater
bruality They beat opponents and used guns to silence the
progressi ve Vo ces.

According to factually debatabl e version of M ir, gun was first used
inthecen pses in1981, when IJTwor kers shat and irjured Younas
Shad Jan ia had also fom ed its m ilitant squads undert he title of
“Thunder Squad”. Saif udDin and Hafiz Sam an Butt led this
m ilitant group respectively in KU ( Karachi) and PU (Lahore). Al
this done with support frm the goverm et and intelligence
agancies, he adds.

Jm ia even banned entry of pr ogressi ve studerts inthe KU Inthis
condition it was hard to confront 1JT single handedy. They had
m aey, am sand bl essings of the whol e goverm et and uni versity
m ahinery.

The progressive students fom ed a United Students Federation
(USF) in 1982M ir Hhsil wasm akitsfirst chaim an

1IJTwent so far inits regressive drive that they spilled oil on sitting
places; sothat students could nat irteract wth each o her.

Since there was no paliticsi n the larger society, political parties

were banned and cen puses were brmm el with action, people
looked towards student pdlitics.
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The USF m ak coalitions with partners outside the cen puwses. It
m ak effective bridges withl abour unions that were taally was in
hands of progressive and liberal den  ats.

Palitics revol ved around ideol ogies. Tends of different M axst and
Islen ig schools were groom alinthe cen puses. Students had the
tendency toread books and discussm aurely.

Can pwses were the onl'y places where m atial lawwasc hallenged
ina bigway, says M irHasil: that lively palitics was hindered and
the authorities encouraged vidence in cen pses to counter the
den aratic effects. W ten m atid law goverm et feltt hey coul d
not check student politics they prom  ded vidence. People on bath
sides of 1JTand the progressives were killed but nat a single person
was ever arrested nor any student rusticaed M artid Law
Ah inistraors had the discretion to appoint the university vice
chancell ars.

About girls’ rde in studentpolitics inthe KU M irem peticaly
affim sthat they were quite active rather they were intellectually
stronger as cm pared withprogressive boys. They were even
presert in the top leadership. Sabira Bano (now in Holland doing
research on gender), AfshanJan d (now daily Dawn) and S ina
Choonana (nowjournalist and editor) are sm eexan fes.

“On socia level, there wasno purdah You could see hardy one
percert girls, m aybe less, clad in purdah There werep olitically

active girl groups. Affairs were nat hidden and publically owned
withresponsibility. There was lesser relig osity.”

“Teachers used to be bol d and active. Phil osophy teacher Dr. Zafar
Aif was once sought explanation frm the governor for infecting
students wth his pditical views.

He responded by saying that “I en a teacher. M ythoughts are to
instigate the students nat tom dethen deep”

The uni versityteachers had a strike agai nst 1JT.

“There was so m ch irteraction and participation that we knew
addresses of all the students. W ewere quite well versed even in
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irternaional palitics. | was arrested in KU on the question of Israeli
attacks on Sahbira and Shatila cen s of the Palestinians. On the
contrary, | was recently tddby a teacher friend of m iret hat these
are strange tm & The boys are busy in applying hina on girls’
hands. That isthe level of activity nowadays. Zial ul Haqdestroyed
the whole pditical cuture.

W eare alsoinclusive. W eregularly organi zed everts like shen &
ghariban andM ilad ” saysM ir.

“It is untrue that student actiuists did not care for student issues.
One pet den and was to wai ve fees. There were al ways problen  sof
ath issions, class rom sorother infrastructure, and books and
curricdm that we addressed and agitated over.

“Before 1980, no student knew about sectarianisn .No one sm py
woul d pay heed tothese identities.

“There were no arti-state elen etsm ang the progressive students.
Al our cen pign was anti-am y m atia law So they were
m digned and Zia inventedt he equation of being anti-am ywith
those of being anti-pakistan and anti-Gd Thisim age is
construction of the unden  aratic forces in Pakistan

M ir Hasil m artains that 1JT vidence and torture reached to its
peak Parerts were scared and rightfulywere concerned over future
of their children Politicallym divated students did notuse drugs.
They cen ein the presenceof political vacum ... .Then AM SO
cn peted wththe 1IJTthrough con parable use of vidence

“In 1984, when the student unions were banned the progressive
students had already wm @& elections in the NED Engineering
Uni versity and Urdu college. A win in KU was possible. However
our colleague Shaukat Cheen g orignally from  Sadigabad, was
m udered by the IJT Elections were halted The progressive
students had to briefly keep the palling staff in custody for fears of
own safety and security.

“Then paren ilitary forces invaded the cen s and there was ban on

uni ons. For three m oths weagitated along with the 1JT agai nst the
ban | m usureif they were sincere about this agitation
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About BSQ M ir Hasil says that NSF was the only progressive
organization in the 1960s. W ren PPP en aged on thes cene NSF
was already split and m a of its leadership janed the PPP. This
caused the fom dion of BSO, PKSF, Jaye SndhM aaz

“BSOwas a pocket organization of the NAP. Ban on NAP, ousting
its goverm et and m ilitary action in Balochistani n 1973
stm daed m asive support for the BSQ In the literatecl asses of
70s and 80s you will never find a single person who has not been
affiliated with BSO in sm e capacity. Even the Punjabi students
residngin Balochistan were associated wththe organi zation

“One of the successes of the BSO can be attributed toitsden  aratic
posture then and hol ding ofannual elections. That heyday is over
now Nevertheless BSO still is the biggest student organization in
Bal ochistan It is split irto three groups nen dy Fijjar, Azad and
A anand are affilided wththree nationalist parties.

“BSO has also led nationalc oalitions of the progressive student
m om at in Pakistan through the Pakistan Progressive Students
Aliance (PPSA.

Razzaq Bhugti was its first chaim an He was beaten in KU during a
convertion when Liagat Baloch was the 1JT chief. In response,
Liaqgat Baloch m éwiththe sen efate when he visited the Uni versity
of Balochistan Quetta

“This incorrect m pession has been created since the era of Gen.
Ayub Khan that Balochis want independence. Their anti-
establism et palitics istaken as arti-Punjah.

Even Bhutto consolidated thism pession by the m ilitaryaction and
trying 300 people in Hyderabad Tribunal Case. Thousands were
arrested then Gen Zia was m aeefficient in putting Punjab vs. the
rest prowvinces.

M ir Hasil concludes by saying that union palitics is healthy for
leadership devel om ert. University students have the right to

choose their palitical loyalties and affiliate then sdves wi thpalitical
parties. W ithout parties, there can be no politics. Infact, the
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uni versity ath iristration that is part of the establism etwant their
unhindered rule over cen pises; so tha no one can hold thm
accountabl e

“Acode of conduct was signed by the studert organizations in
1983, There are already barsand conditions for contesting the uni on
el ecti ons.

According to M ir Hasil, studert palitics is neither a problen nor
linkage with the political parties is. Non-students and professional
leaders are a real problen .... . H futher says there is no need for
all ocating student uni on positions for the girl students.

4.14. MUHAMMAD Y OUSAF

M dmm a Yousaf a student of Goverm et College Uni versity,
Lahore. Hs thoughts on student politics and unions reflect one of
the best articuation and anal ysis even when you choose to differ
with him . H says that:

“T'he recert decision of thene wy elected head of goverm et to

lift ban on students unions has pron ped furious debatei nside and
outside the educational institutions on the costs and benefits of
uni ons.

Before en karking upon thepl uses and m inses of this decision,
there is a dire need toresad ve the confusi on bet ween student uni ons
and the political organizations. W fereas student unions are those
which work within the institutions without any affiliation with any
political party, organizations like Peoples Students Federation
(PSPH or M @Wim Sudents Federation M .SF workf or their
political parties in the imstitutions and their m antask is to build
opinioninfavour of their respective pditical parties.

However, in the presernt case both the unions and political
organi zations have gat pem ssionto work

The basic character of a student union is to facilitate students in

tem sof ath instration and to becm ea link bet ween students and
the cen pus authorities. Political organi zations have a different rde
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to play which has been explained inthe earlier lines. Now cn &
the real question that whet her student politics shoul d beall owed or
net.

I think that it should be allowed because in present circm gances
no person can escape the effect of pditics unless s/he is insane!

The first argm et inthis connection is that palitics is essertia to
den aratic training of the students. Until and unless, those who are
going to lead the country in the future are not trained for
den aracy, it can nat effectivel y work

Dm caoracy isnot just nen eof hol ding periodical elections but it is
a process through which people are trained to respond to group
situations. For exan fdeincase of victory you have toaccmmm akte
various groups and to aggregate their irnterests in the best of your
capahility. In instance of defeat, you will have to showr espect to
them andate of the Victor and to pursue the peaceful transition

It is also a process through which people are taught to respect the
views of athers and not tom pose their opinions in a dom dic
m aver.

W fich com m uity needs these basicthingsm aethanthe students?

The regul ar chance tostand in the elections will autn dically bring
abovem ertioned qualities out inthe students.

M ay grea leaders are the products of student politics.M aeover,
students have played significant role in m go historical
devel om ets like the Bol shevi k and Iranian reval uions. A discreet
reading will reveal historicpart played by the students in over
throwng tyrannical regm es of their states. There will be a
neglighbe nm Ler of peoplewho m a/disagree, but why it is that
the question of lifting banon students unions is being so hotly
debated in our country?

This is because of the vi d ence and m ilitancy whi ch havepem eged
inthe student pditics of Pakistan
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M ay people have developed a m isperception that the student
palitics is a breeding ground of vidence This is nat the case. As
such, cen ps violence isnot the product of anyden ocratic
goverm ert; it is the artifact of a ruthless dictator, whounder the
garb of Islm isdion created an organization which was used for
ot her purposes.

Gangs of funden ertalist students were used to curb any tendency
which was opposed tothe M atid lawregn e In fact,t he ban on
studert unions m psed 24 years ago during that bl ack era gave free
hand to a particuar fanatic organization The governm at itself
provi ded the organi zation witham sand enm uitions to extract its
purposes. In that period violence was virtually legalized for that
student organi zati on agai nst any a her group.

The perpetuation of ban on student unions by thes ubsequent
goverm ets was also the brainchild of a few feudall ords who
wanted to cortinue their dom inance on palitics. They still do not
want that leadershi p should em ege frm the grassroats'level.

M olence instudent politics isalsosm dm eexaggerated by those
who want to divert attertion of the people frmm the real issues.
M woeover if the finger of a person is infected it dose not m en that
his hand should be cut down or he should be killed. Sporadic
vidence also takes place during the national electionsb ut does it
m enthat el ections shoul d be altoget her banned or not hel d? Recent
m arstrem elections were largel y peaceful because of the fact that
peopl e were consci ous aboutt hreats of vidence. Sm ilarly if student
politics is allowed at the cam pses without any hindrance, the level
of consciousness sm  ang the students will rise tothat extent that they
them sdwves will not allowany violence to take place in the
educational instituions and this problen  wvill deits own death

Sudents are the prin ay stake hol ders of any educational policy
adopted by the goverm ert. It isonly student palitics through whi ch
influence can be exerted on the goverm et for the fom &ion of
favorable policies. For irstance, the biggest challenge faced by the
students of our country is the aggressive privatizaion of the
educational institutions over the years. After privatization it
becon e extren dy difficult for an average fean ilyt o afford
education for its children especially in a country like Pakistan
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where people have to confront m dtipge challenges and subsistence
has becmm eenom asly difficut. It isonly through student politics
that goverm ert can be forced tocheck this tendency of pri vatizi ng
public institutions.

One m &t nat forget that itwas the active rde of students in the
m om at of 1968-1969, which earned then a It of facilities
includi ng fare of 25 paisa for traveling throughout Pakistan.

In m yinstituion student politics was also prohibited due to the
officia ban But now it isbeing seriously worked out that how
student uni on shoul d be reinvi gorated However, the rdeof various
societies in Goverm et College University (GCU offers a very
good m ad for the studentu nions. Every one is inducted in the
societies on egalitarian bases and no specia idertity preferences
like province or caste are taken irto consideration Al ongwith these
facilities there is a rule that anyone who resorts to physical vi ol ence
is subject to mm ealae expulsion frm the university. This rue
undoubtedy applies to everyone without any discrin iretion But it
isalsoa fact that students have tosm dm esuffer at thehands of a
fewaut horitati ve indivi dualsi n the ath iristration due toabsence of
student palitics.

If the student politics isalloned at the cen ps without creating any
hurde in its way, the law of mm elae expulsionfrm the
uni versity in case of physical vi dence will be accepted by everyone
inthe greater irterest of both the university and the students. This
will inculcate the real values of civil society in the students and
student unions will start to make their way forwardtothe m atideal
rde whichthey shoul d play.

The basic rde of the student unions is to serve the students and to
facilitate then in best posside m aner. However their fom &t
m portant responsihility is to realize that the prin ay purpose of
anyone cm ing to the educational institution is to learn m a@e and
m ge

Sudernts m ut be allowed to take part in the political activties
withinthe prescribed Iim itsl n the sen evein they have to realize

that with their right to join any political party they m ut use their
conscience and nat blindy becom ea tod inthe hands of pdlitical
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parties. However, as | have argued earlier, the basicj ob of the
student union is to realize that students con eto the educational
instituiontolearn No political activity shoul d be allowed whichin
any way m pnge the process of learning and study of the students.

M eof leters inthe leadership of political parties can be invited to
have irteractive taks with the students and give then lectures on
various topics of m dtigdei nterests. Apart frm ths, e irent
scholars m &t be regularly invited to the uni versity to provide the
students with food for thought. It m &t constantlybe m prted inthe
m inds of students that student politics is not the nan e of
adventurisn ; rather it is aprocess of their learning By going
through this process they can serve the country in various
capacities. Al thiswill nat only contribute tocreating aden aoratic

state but also a den aratic society. 7

4.15. NAHEEDA MEHBOOB ELAHI

W m ais rde in university union politics was negligide rather
am &t tonone. The environm at was nat conduci ve for then ,”says
Naheeda M dboob Hahi a practicing lawyer and the form edeputy
attorney general of Pakistanwho once contested for the position of
Joint Secretaryinthe Law College, Punjab Uhi versity, in 1983

Before janing the Law College, she was elected Sports President in
the Federal Goverm et Qollege, W ah Gantt.

IJT had a m awopady over the PU cen pws, which also included
physical contra over all affairs of the university and repute for
creaingterror.

“Professional ” student leaders like barra Jawwad, Chohta Jawwad,
Hafiz Sam anand M dr Ishfaque etc. called the shatst hen who
were notorious for clearing all hindrances intheir way and shifting
m g dfferent degree program &

In a repressive envirom ent, about 15 likem inded students
including M sHahi decided to fom a panel tocontest theuni versity
election “l think that gi ven the situation the fom dion of our panel
andto cortest the election was itself a great thing and a daring act.”
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This group induded M ian Abdul Qadoos, Farah Farhat, Nabahat
Sheereen, etc. They established a form called ““Sudents’
Alliance”.

People were scared and students had no rights. Theu ni versity
facilities were being usedat the will of one politica group.
Or di nary students coul d do not hi ng about it and had tocom pm ise
“we alsointidlym dsecretly sm din eat a friend’s hom eor ina
hatel urtil we cen eout™ They took part inthe Law College union
elections and were defeated Ho wever the m anuni versity el ecti ons
proved unprecedented Their candidate for General Secretary’s
position llyas Naveed Shahzad won against Hafiz Salm an Butt. It
was an 1 ang resut. However, the firing started and the IJT
declared that Shahzad will nat be all owed tosit inthe union office.
That they proved after war ds!

Sudents” Alliance was palitically non-aligned It was an effort to
raise equal rights and opportunity for the PU students. Hection
M aifesto was also published by the group, which was laden with
m od appeal for the student rights, slogans and agitated poetry.

Nabahat Sheeren was the m @t focal represertative and a greater
orator frm the group. Sym pthzers and opponents alike would
cm eto listen to her fierys peeches delivered in a standardized
U du. She was a journalism student. After the cen pb days were
over, she jad ned radi o Pakistan and now a-days lives in UK

The elections were nat a costly affair. The expenses for printing
posters and stickers were borne m any by rich students like M ian
Qadoos and one who belonged to fen ily of the owners of Taj
Con pany. Qtherwse there were handwritten play cards and
dependence upon the public speeches which cost nat hing

Public m atings were heldi n front of con pounds of the Law
College and M dn Canteen in New Can ps and FHne Arts
departn etinthe ddca ps.

W lile concedi ng that everyone m ayhave affiliaionwitha political

party, she personally feelst hat student unions should perfam
welfare work There shoul d be palitical training but not at the cost
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of stud es, which isthe prim ary m adate of students. Educati on and
learning should nat be disturbed or con o ised a any cost.

“Inour days, the m anissuer evol ved around whi ch palitical group
one was affiliaed It wast otally absurd Things related with
education shoul d have beendiscussed and debated You see there
were m ay people who could nat afford education but the activists
kept on raising slogans about the green or red Asia” asserts M s
H ahi.

4.16. PERVAIZ RASHID

Senator Pervaiz Rashid argues that it was a perfect cm bi nation of
an aut horitarian state and society faced by the youth of late 1960s:
(i) father inhm ¢ (ii) m alvi inm @&que, and (iii) Gen. Ayub Khan
inthe country. Fatim alinnah’s defeat had also angeredy out h and
the m yhof Ayub Khan’s invi ncibility was broken by the 1965 war.
People started thinking can this m abe our defender: Our nation is
brave, the am yis audaci ous but Ayub Khanis coward

Senator Rashid puts his words like a laboratory sciertist self-
conscious of the risks and profundity of his fom dations and invites
reflection all the tm ein a soft-spoken delivery of speech It was
pleasart surprise for am axwwho was provincia president of the NSF
during turbuent m omn @ of the 1968-69 when youthful
sertim ets reigned high and spoke loud and definitely reeked of
domn dim ;inhiscasethe M axm .

He is also a rare exsn fde of an old M axst guard who aligned
hm «f with the Sharif Brothers of M L generdly dem ed
conservative and syn pthized with the rightists. Twice exiled
abroad during the Gen Za’s period and then Gen Pervaiz
M sharraf’s era he is a close advisor of the Sharif Brathers and
practically directs political war-psyche operations and im age
buildng and m edastrategies for his leaders. [ Aone-tin e associate
lightly says that cl osed-door advisory and behi nd-t he-scene strategy
m ding cm e so naturdly for him ;as it is what his mentars frm
Tufail Abbass’ (underground) con m uist party were a best inl]

Senator Rashid suggests to closely watching the working of
contrdled societies while having a look at the student palitics. In
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bat h the trends subscribe toextren isn ,irtderance of others and the
dissent, substance-less rhetoric and narrown indedness.

The m atid laws have further corntributed to restrict ac ulture of
open debates. He says that during his activisn tm e the speeches
and m ags were ful of jingoimn .For exan e the NSF workers
had a pet slogan of “‘San rg ka Kabaristan: Pakistan’. The opponents
woul d also try to beat inloudness and bl oodi ness of their cen f@ign
sl ogans.

He thinks tha pdlitical parties shoul d not enter intocm puses. They
have a rde toenhance palitical sensitivity and consci ousness of the
students but beyond that itwoul d negatively affect the students’
pursuit for learning Theres hould be no bar upon students to
express then sdves. However those who Im et over thee nd of an
ided ogical era debates and trade unions forget that things change.
It does nat m en tha the process of social change hasca etoa
halt.

He concedes that there were a fewwm en leaders in the student
m om etlike A eaBHahi and GhazalaRem an The teachers had
great influence and wouldm ertor their students by c haracter
build ng and even ided ogical training Prof. Khawaja M &ood was
one such iconic figure for progressive youth in Rawalpind.. Iis
however untrue that the NSF activists were lesser students. Rat her
there were high achieversan ong their ranks who could think
conm uicate and organize and lead ina fom idable envirom ert
for student pditics.

One isindebted to Senator Pervaiz Rashid for pointing out a m wch
understated variable of the actual practice of student politics — the
funding resources. He attributes the relativel y stronger activisn of
NSF than its ot her progressive counterparts tothe financia strength
of itsm aoher party headed by Tufail Abbass whi ch because of 1ong-
stay in the Pl Atrade m wm et coud afford to support m oe
activities of the affiliated organi zati ons.

M h m ae ided ogues have to speak on other m wdane issues of
the everyday practice of student politics rather than justdi ssecting

‘the great g € [of cod war] and global conspiracies. Senator
Rashi d certainly does that —very neatly!

BARGAD >

-116


http://www.go2pdf.com

Revisiting Student Politics in Pakistan

4.17. PROF. Aziz-UD-DIN AHMAD

Leftist intellectual and writer, Professor Azizuddin was actively
engaged in politics as a student in FC College Lahore in 1952
Later, as a teacher at Islen ia College, Lahore, in 1959, and frm
1966 to 1976 he taught English Literature at the Punjab Uni versity.
At the Uhiversity, he fom edthe Nationalist Sudents organizati on

He is author of m ay books including the celebratedwork on
student palitics, titled “Pakistan M én Talaba Tehreek”( 2000). It
still ren drs a reference book with thoroughl y researched text on
student politics frm Hhstorical perspective.

Professor Azizuddin is an avi d supporter of political consci ousness
m ogst students and believes that it is not politics but state
supported vidence that is responsible for destroying the acadm ic
am ophereincen pses.

QW et was student pditics like in your tm e?

A W lenPakistan was fom ed there were t wo established palitical
parties and their student wings: Jm at-i-Islen i student
organization Islen i Jan id-i-Talaba (1JT), and the Dm aoratic
Sudents Federation (DSF) affilided with the Cm m uist Party of
Pakistan

Intialy, inthe 50s, Jan &-i- Islen iwas not irto electora palitics
and its student wi ng was irto acaden icactivities and study circles
for idedogical training 1n1956 M alana M adudi decided toenter
active politics. That was a change in line The m an focus of the
studert wi ng, the IJT, was todef use the influence of the Left parties
and sten the popul arity of newideas like Arab nationalism that was
slowy gai ning ground all over the world

As for the Cn m uist Party, its student wi ng was politically active
inthe 50s in Karachi, Rawalpnd, and Lahore tosm eextert. The

CP believed that in thirdworld courtries students fom ed the
educated classes and had a rde to play in the struggle agai nst
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im mridim .In the 50s, there were still m ay countries in Arab
Africa, East Europe, and theFar East that were under colonia rue
The Portugese till the 60s colonized even Goa, inlndia The British
were far sighted and believed in sm erefom and a peacefu
transfer tohm erde, whilet he French and the Dutch didnt all ow
political parties in their colonies. The struggle of the col onies
against foreign am ies was then called national Ii beration
m om atsand al of us vere veryinspired bythe .

In the third world trade unions were weak and the peasant was
weak so freedm m o ets everywhere were janedi n by the
students who had a historical responsihility and were the educated
and infom ed part of society. This was in evidence everywhere.
Indonesia, \Wetnen , Arican countries

QW et werethe unions like?

Azizuddin In Karachi int he fifties, because of the refugee
settlen @at, resources were strained and that was a problen for
young people studying i n colleges and the university. The
Conm uist Party was m @t active inthat city especially en ang the
students, in the Den aoratic Students Federation and raised
acade icissues like the international recognition of the m alcal
degree of DowM edcal College.

In Lahore, college unions were debating societies and cultural
activities. The m iddeclass colleges like Aitchison and Goverm ert
College never becen epalitidsed it was only lower midde class
colleges like the Diyal Singhy M AQ Isln ig and the Law College.
The students agitation agai nst Ayub was m atlyabout the educati on
policy. Only laer did it taket he turn of an arti m litary m oen et
in 1962- 63. The uni versity becen epaliticdized m chlater, in1966-
67, when Jm ia won the elections and fom eda union

Only in East Pakistan there was a studentsm oven et for
nati onality rights, the right to a separate language, and scon. Shei kh
M gibwas a student leader at the tm eThere student palitics started
soon after partition in 1952- 53,

Q Howdidstudent pditics change in Bhuttostin €
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Azizuddint 1n 1968, Bhutto rose as a phenm enon InSindh, em g
the students, DSF was considered a m dwgjir-dm insted party.
Young people were attracted towards the nationalist moven ert of
®1 Syed and Rasul Bux Palijo This was the sen ein Bal ochistan
A ong the Pakhtuns, the nationalists were overtaken by Bhuttos
popul arity.

Q Howcm eeven during Bhutto the cen pses were pro Hght?

Azizuddin Those inthe opposition pretty evenly m ached Jan id5
influence. It was when the A eicans put their m aeyintothe IER
departn et, the Institute of Education Research to support the
Jm & that 300 bl ock vates woul d go infavour of the Jam ia union
and gainaclear m agnon the others. You m &t rem en lar that at
thetm etherewere ala of foreignstudents onour cen ses.. ala
of Bengali students, a large presence of Palestinians, antiShah Irani
studerts, South Africans.. boys frmm the Gulf states... and they
were al palitically very sharp. All of thiswas arnti Jn &t vote, Left
pl us the Peoples Party. There was a united frort, nat all anti Jan &t
elm et vas Left.

A thetin eJm a-i-Islen ivas only irterested intaking over the
Punjab Uni versity. It was ar esidertial university, seven thousand
students of whm three thousand were boarders. They sert a la of
over age, twenty-five year older boys who were their whole tn s,
to take part inthe elections. They supported then financialy and
legally in case of trouble and looked after their fm ilieswhen they
went to jail. During unionelections, the Jm & waspresent on
c psinsupport of Jm i candi dates.

Q W H about the differences bet ween the Peoples Students
Federation and the leftist students?

Azizuddin Left students al ways wanted united frorts while the PSF
wanted to m de leaders and corntest known people The Bhutto
goverm et never struck outagainst the Jm id. In fact, they played
on the back foat. W fen the first student supporter of the Left
Barkaat was m wdered in 1973 the Leftist students wanted it
investigated but Bhutto covered it all up because he was in dial ogue
with M alana M adoodi. Hefelt the PSF was closer tothe Jmn  afis
than the Left elen et. In the 1979 student body elections, the
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People$ party disowned their own candidates becauset hey were
getting too radical.

QW et rdes ddtheteachers dayince ps pditics?

Azizuddin To break the influence of the R ght who disall oved all
free thought, debate, and am ixing of people on cm pus, it was
im portant for liberal teachers to offer resistance.

Q W Hd about their acaden ic coom im eat? Do you see that
con pm ised?

Azizuddin You see, unlesst here is debate in the universities you
cannot hope to raise the consciousness of students or m pove
acadm icstandards. There can be disagreen et over ideas but there
needs to be debate. The Jen aat al ways opposed this andM audoodi
evenwent so far as tosay that we woul d pull out the tongue of those
who call them sves sociaist. It is vidence that stoppedall debate
on our can pwes and from being a battleground ofi deas they
becn eliteral battlefields wtham edgangs killing opponerts.

QW ht causes do you attribute to the disintegration of the
academ ia?

Azizuddi . The issue is very sm pe There was no vidence on the
scale before Gen. Zaul Haqg. Isdated incidents did occur, yes, but
nat anything like am yaction on cen ps. Gh. Ziaul Haq was very
conscious of the rde students played in opposing and overt urni ng
Ayub. Alsg in1983 the popular rural and urban m oem et agai nst
hm was phenm endl with agricutura workers courting arrests in
support of for journalists. Sm evillages had to be bm bed to put
the fear of God in others who wished toresist the Generd. So, in
the Punjab it was the Jm at-i-Islmn iand laer the M St hat were
m dded in the m ap of thegenera and terror was unleashed on
cen ps. In Karachi, it was the M @1 . Terror had to be irtroduced
m agst the midde classes.St ate sponsored vidence cen eto the
cm peforthe first tm einthe history of the courtry.

Q W ft do you say about the presence of student wi ngs of political

parties on cen ps? Does that not bring to cen pus the vidence of
national politics?

BARGAD >

-120


http://www.go2pdf.com

Revisiting Student Politics in Pakistan

Azizuddin You cannat stop it. In any dm caraic society, you
cannat stop people from having political affiliaions on and off
¢ pe. It has not been done anywhere inthe world not even in
Europe. For instance, labouris big e gst the university students,
or a dozen M axan groupsall vying for influence. Itwould be
cynical toexpect that to be stopped But vidence has to be curbed

Q But pditical parties pour funds irtotheir student wngs..

Azizuddin It is for the students, then toresist itand m atainsm e
m esure of auonm y

Q Does pditics nat runstudents' careers?

Azizuddin | can speak for people from the Left who did nat lose
their careers. Infad, all the people went into ot her professi ons and
becen ethe leading lights. Look at the doctors in Karachis Pakistan
M alcal Association, look at the leading journalists, the liberal
elen et inthe bureaucracy, and even inm arstrem palitics. There
were a few whole tim as that political parties retained for
ided ogical work or as partof viglarte wings, but theLeft never
hadthat kind ofm aeyto keep ful tm as

Q Do you see yourself as an educationist or as an activist?

Azizuddin As an educationist with a comm im et to liberal ideas,
where research can take uncm fatabe issues and challenge
ingrained ideas. | see the university as a place for the battle of ideas
where everyone has right to question things and to preach it and
discuss it and ta kabout it and spread it. As teachers we encouraged
students totake up research theses on the student m oem at on the
labour m om at and so on To this day, they rem an the best
references for this kind of work

Revisiting Student Politics in Pakistan

of firing in a Lahore college between two rival factions of student organizations.
The government has to take urgent measures to ensure that incidents of the
sort do not take place.

Use of force under any pretext has to be banned on the campuses. Any
organisation resorting to strong arm tactics must be declared unfit to contest
student union elections. Student unions are meant to encourage debate and
discussion. No one therefore should be allowed to create hindrance in the way
of the peaceful propagation of ideas.

In order to ensure that campuses do not turn into strongholds of bigotry and
intolerance, organizations spreading hatred on the basis of religion or sect
have also to be debarred from the student union elections. No self-proclaimed
defender of religion should be allowed to force his own interpretation of Islam
on others and to stop others from expressing their views.
It is understandable that political parties should have adherents among the
students. These parties would however do well not to monopolise the
campuses turning them into no-go-areas for their opponents. The treatment
meted out to Imran Khan at Punjab University indicates that the trend still
persists and has to be rooted out.

Unions are meant for common students whose primary aim is to study and
participation in the affairs of the student unions is only a part time activity.
Professional student leaders who join an educational institution only to take
part in union activities or provide muscle power to a particular student
organization have therefore to be debarred from seeking admission.

As long as they are there, common students will be at disadvantage.

Unions must not interfere in the working of the administration either. They
should not be allowed to use their clout to get students admitted in violation of
rules or play a role in the appointment of the faculty. As is the case of the
members of the assemblies, elected officials the student unions too start
seeking what they consider their privileges. In both cases governance is the
sufferer.”

What student unions must not do

Excepts from an Article by Prof. Azizuddin Ahmad (Daily The Nation, 8 May
2008)

“As the student unions are revived the government needs to formulate a code
of conduct to ensure that campuses do not turn into battlefields once again.
Within days of the lifting of ban on the student unions, there was an exchange
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Q W fat about the elections when Fatin alinnah wasc ontesting
Ayub Khan, the General? W fat sort of student involven et was
evident?

Azizuddin | was the teacher incharge of the Isln iaCollege union
and used to go to the jalst o ask for their release. Itwas quite
spontaneous. Students werea ctively in favour of Fatim aldinnah,
especiadly in Karachi, where lower midde class coleges and the
uni versity were quite volatile. Ayub Khan had changed the capital
fro Karachi tolslen amd Gauhar Ayub opened doors to Pakht un
m igaion to the city, and other nationalities started entering the
services. This broke the m nopoly of Karachi and added sm  efuel
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tothe fire directed agai nst Ayub. In Lahore, the student’ agitation
was nat very strong Pindiwas m ae active and Gordon College
was the stom certer for theanti Ayubm omn at.

QW et about union funds? How was it generated and spent?

Azizuddin Funds were collected frmm the students for public
debates. It was a s dl sum used to hold intercdlegate debates.
Sm din & students were invited to other cities to particpate in
contests and the college paid for their travel through those funds.
But it vas asn dl sm fa basicm drtenance.

4.18. PROF. IBNE HASSAN

Prof. Ibne Hassan teaches English in a Gujranwala college.
Originally from Kasur, he has earned wi de respect for acareer that
is about to end after decades’ long service in devel oping students
and their language skills and literary tastes. W ten you see him in
person you are likel y to be distracted by his apparent qui et ness and
obsessionwith discreet m aitaring of Englishgramm a You woul d
perhaps never m ajne that he was a vibrant student leader inthe
Goverm et College Lahore; chief organi zer of the NSOand one of
the foundi ng fat hers of the Ravians” Front.

The Ravians’ Front is a m akl studert organizationwhich is
showcased for its cen pwsbased politics, independence frm
political party affiliaion and peacefu non-agitational activisn
m idt the serene envirom et of GC's high achievers.

Ibne Hassan got ath issions in the Goverm et College ( GO
Lahore in1970. He was exposed tothe M axst palitics through his
association with activists like W ilayat Ai Khan and W hid Aslen
and readi ng of Peking Review

He says pro-china sociaistsand Prof. Group of the leftdn inated
those days. Jmn at-e-Islem by then had a Im ited rdei n Lahore.
They woul d open libraries within M dellas under different nn e
m aly Anjm an Hdayeenre-Islen and distributed their literature.
They especiall ytargeted selected activists and bright studerts.
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“l was inthird year when sm estudents of GC m ¢wi th M alana
M adoudi. He was an agi ng person and had physi call y weakened by
then but got livened up when | put hin a question “Sham deer kay
binna Islen  rahin aa sakta”

“Jm id people tried to convert us but having faled in that they
resorted tovidence. That was the start of a strategy of vidence and
irtin ickion of the opponents. They started using force,” he adds.

Lahore inthose days was a dyna iccity with discussions a plenty
inits different parts. Green Hotel (Deen Building) and Butt Hotel
(Nsbet Road) were the m an sitting places for the left-wng
students.... .

Shuja and M aew Eaz spearheaded NSO then Nazin of GC T,
Abdul Rem an Advocate (Okara) IJT Nazm GC wasa m aried
m anand was financially supported by his organi zation; while inthe
nei ghboring Law College Raja Zulgarnain Zoug was Nazim . He
was also a paid worker.

Raja Anwer provided physical force to the leftist students. They
woul d beat 1JT students inthe old cen pus, while 1IJT did the s e
inthe newcm ps. Ancther student leader Zafaryabwas very
aggressive and had contactswith local goons. He had established
groups like “The Vul gars” and “S udents Own Power (SOP)” before
he janedthe dscigine of NSQ

M dtab Butt, Saqib Nisar, Faisal Saleh Hayat (Chaim an), Babur
Yaqoob, Shaukat Najm iand Nazm Husnain were with the GC
NSQ

“There were 12 bookl ets of NSO on differert ided ogical issues for
political education of the cadre. W eused to have study circles and
ided ogical discussions.

Ibne Hassan thinks that m awy a student organizations are not
political or ided ogical, they are crin inds by their actions.

“School teachers politics was dm ireted by the Jam a-i-lslen i

affiliated people, but practically it was interest-based...... It was
M Wtar Cheen aof Kot Nura Ghakkar (district Gujranwal a), who
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has been the real force behind defeating JI-syn  mthizerswithin the
lectures/ professors.

He says that there were avery fewwm en in student palitics.
W ithnits leadership it was am &t to none.

Ibne Hassan founded the Ravians Front in 1973-4 withhis friend
activist Taugeer.

4.19. SAEED SALEEMI

Today, M rSaeed Saleen iisam & l&of the Jm a-i-lslm i.Inhis
student days, he was part oft he Islen iJm ia Talaba, al eader and
union m e ke at the Punjab University, but despite his abiding
loyalties, M rSalem iis critical of party policies, particularly after
the Af ghan Jehad m aey poured into its coffers. He has played a
refom ig rdeinthe student wi ng.

Q QGinyougive abrief history of your acadm ic career?

SS In1971, after passing Matric in Sargodha, | took adm issioninl.
Cm .l went to Faisalabad for B Con . Then, from 1981 to 83 |
was inthe Punjab Uhiversity faoM BA

QW fendd you get actively inval ved instudent politics?

SS. | becen eassociaed with the Islen iJm id-i-Talaba frm
irtem edae onwards and took part inunion elections inSar godha
to becm e general secretary of the college union Later, in
Faisalabad, too | was invol ved in union activity where lwas asked
to play a rde in the Jmn Bt5 organization A the tim e Liagat
Bal och was the Punjab Presidert of IJT There was nott 0o m (ch
wor k inFaisalabad but | worked hard tobuild the unit there and t wo
years later, by the tin el leftf or Lahore, there were six wor kers, 22
supporters, an office, and ac ycle, which was considered a Ia in
those days.

Q How was Lahore different fom the other cities in tem sof
student adivimn ?
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SS Those were hard tm &Zia ul Haq was in power and Bhutto
had not been hanged yet. There was a delay inthe ath isions, then
Bhutto was hanged, educational imstituions ren dned closed for
sm etim el was m ak nazm of IJT Lahore becausea pparently
there had been an accidert due towhich several IJTm e l&rs were
under inquiry. A student leader of the opposite cen p A indlah
had been m wudered in FC College apparertly becauseof em ity
with Jan id boys. It could have been a personal thing since he was
frm a landord fen ily of Rahim yar Khan and was quite an
aggressive sort of person But Liagat Baloch in his capacity as
Punjab president of Jm ia,s uspended the m en rship of Hafiz
Sain an Butt, M @n @dur Rashid M apood Am ed and ot hers
during aninquiry concerning them uder.

QW eeinternal inquiries comm mtothe 1JT?

SS | have been nazim of the university and | know how hard the
taskis You barely get enough sleep. Every m aththereisan ijlas, a
m ating inwhich m e lasl ay bare their criticisn of the nazm .
Liagat Baloch had a cod ten pren et but he resigned twce, or
tried tq because of the harsh criticien when he was inthe Punjab
Uni versity union | think theor gani zation of J i continues to be
successfu because of this systen o self-appraisal.

Q Didanyone inthe Jm ia resent your appoinn et as nazm since
you were nat from  the dity cadre?

SS They had no choice. No one challenged the decisions of the
Jm &t Besides, we won inm a@ecolleges inLahore duringm ytim e
than ever before.

Q W &this not due to State support to Jan id at the tim € Bhutto
was dead but his influence had to be contained and then there was
the war in Afghanistan? Do you attribute these factors to the
phenm end success of the IJT inthose years?

SS State support has its plusses and its minwses. Till General
Glani was Governor of the Punjab, Ziaul Haq coul d feelsafe about

his m atid regm ebecause Glani had a past and he had stopped
popular m o atslike the M FDfrm taki ng off inthe Punjab. He
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was wary of the power students yiel ded and their anti state activisn
so he prm dedthe rise of anti Jm ia groups.

Q This isthe tm ewhen the greatest m aurt of am §drugs cen e
inostudent pditics accom panied by randm  vidence?

SS As foram edvidence, the credit for irtroduci ng thatt o student
politics goes to sm eof the big landords in the Peoples Party,
especialy M tafa Khar, who wor ked with the Police deparin et to
supply am stostudents of the PSF. The second reason for this new
phenm enon was the presence of non-studerts on cen ps. In
Jm id, this was not the case and we knew that student politics
ended when you left the institition The People$ Party had several
am edterrorists in PSF whowere nat studerts like Foka “Terror”,
Arshad Awan, Ghulem Abbas, and others. These people would
cm eon ce s, spread terror, and leave. They didnothing to
m povethe ath iristration of the university.

No one offered us the Punjab Uni versity union on a plater. If you
ren e f&, in 1969, when Jm id candidate Um an Ghani won as
president of the union, he was asked tohand inhis resi gnati on after
a gang of Left wing students trapped hm on Ad Cam ps. The
students were frm the NSQ | believe.

Q Do you support the involven et of national politicalparties in
student uni ons?

SS | dont see the ham in it. The parties can train students
ided ogically but then regarding activism and funding they shoul d
be ontheir own

Q You dontthinkthat students are used by the parties toswell their
ralies or toforce bhatta on shopkeepers, transporters et cetera?

SS As for bhatta thiswas nat the work of either the PSF or the JT
but began with the fom dion of the M @Wim Sudent $F e deration
who were supporters of Ziaul Hag Several presidents of the M F
were not students but gangsters who began this business of
collecting bhatta frsm  vagon dri vers.
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Q W ee founders of the M $not Fom & Jm id men kers and
leaders?

SS Yes, they were peoplewho were thrown out of Jm ia for
breach of dscifine.

Q W geam snat brought into Jm ia inthe nen eof the students’
participationinthe AghanW a?

SS Am swere al vays presert in this country. W fenl becen e
nazm of the university, | cam pigned against the presence of am s
oncm ps. | was attacked by a Left wi ng group one night as | was
studying for an M BAexm ingion alongwth a few students.
Although I begged then tolet go of m yfellowstudentsand settle
scores only with m e theybeat us up real bad Then we were
draggedto anather rom d the hostel for display.

Q But howwas this possible when you had the support of Gen.
Zau Hgq?

SS This was the work of A Zulfikar. They used toget on board the
university bus frm Ichhra and tear off the badges of any Jm id
supporter and slap then around. W espoke tothe ach iristration but
they took no action agai nst them .St udents were afraidtostand up to
the harasen at. So we took m dters inour own hands but the police
arrested then . Then, inthePl A plane hijacking all these people
were released from prison Sen e of thm cm eirtopower in
Benazir Bhuttos first goverm ert. One of then becen @ m irister
ingoverm et. One day, as | was crossing m dl road, a car stopped
near m eand this m anstepped out who had con eirtom yhostel
rom long tm eago and beaten m eup. He said hewanted to
apologize to m efor the wong he did m ein the past. 1 knew we
woul d have gi ven hin a hiding had we trapped hm at thetin esoit
was thesm eltddhn wvecoudle it go

Q Do youthinkthe party usedthese peopl e?

SS W dl, baththings. They were such firebrands and then there are
al ways powerful people around who would use then .
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Q You have been associated with student politics for al ong tm e
W Hat sort of rues and regul ations do you think are needed toensure
healthy student activimn ?

SS W dl, first student uni ons need tobe restored Regulations need
tobe m akand adhered tq and the age Im itof students needs tobe
detem ired W esuggested that the age Iim itbe fixed at 26 years and
anyone pursuing a second MA isnat considered elig ble to stand for
elections. This was suggested in 1975-76.

Q But everyone knows this has nat beenthe case.

SS It is true, the regulations were relaxed to accon m odate poor
students who had nowhere to go. But this has also been done for
friends and it is nat right, nom dter who does it.

Q The standards of researchand educati on have gradually declined
over the years inthe Punjab Uni versity. As a studentsbody, didyou
ever address such issues?

SS It is not students but teachers who are responsible for this.
There have been s eoutstandi ng teachers of both R ght and Left
leaning H gh Energy Physics had a Dr. Salim had R ght wing
sypn mthies and did a Ia of work in his departn et and at least
seven to eight doctorates were awarded in his tm eHis own
research articles were published in journals abroad But not
everyone had that kind of m divation There are departn ats like
Punjabi, Islen ic Sudies, and | ER where PhDs are awarded very
easily and lowstandards arem drtained So m whso that students
of Islen icStudies cant read Arabic. | took up these issues in the
budget speech as union president irm ytin e

Q W I sort of influence did teacher s political leanings have on
student palitics?

SS A very dangerous effect. W hether of Left or right,a teacher
shoul d keep his own leaningo ut of the job of teaching I have given
the exmn pe of Dr. Salin ,there was also M eeb A Sheikh who
was Left leaning inhis beliefs but a very good teacher who never let
his ideas change his behaviour towards students. A teacher m a
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gi ve professional or even ideol ogical training tothe students, but he
cannot beco epartisan

Q W Ht about union funds? W it sort of access doest he union
have to funds?

SS W ¢had access tothree or four lakh and a wagon, oner om ,and
staff. Inm ytin ¢ we celebrated the hundredt h anniversary of the
Punjab Uni versity for whicha large outlay of funds wasm adke and
we used it in various ways. (Excerpts from m gpzine M ewar
published on the occasion are includedinthis issue of Bargad).

Q Did the Afghan war also bring in funds for students of the
Jn id?

SS Yes they did but inm yiewthis had a Id of bad effects too.
Beforesom whm oeycm én Ja idwas conm itedtosim didty
ineverything W ewould hold public m etings inthe m &id after
prayers, and often go tosleep there if it got lae W ecouldnt drem
of the luxury that cen ewith the Afghan war, nat that | know of
pilferage but it did spoil the austere habits of ided ogical people W e
coudnt even dremn of entering places like Pearl Continental Hotel
but when Gulbadin Hekn atyar was being feted we held the
reception in the PC W lenam § cars, and m aey poured in it
affected all of us. Not everyone has a character as strong as Qazi
Hussain Am ed And the Afghans were naot sincere | feel. Hrst
they expl aited the Soviet Union, nowthey use the A eicans. They
carry satellite telephones and deal in ddllars.

I often ask m ydf, what were our intellectuals thinking when they
opposed the Soviet Union? W e thought we were fighting
comm uim but because of their destruction A eicahas been
m ak all-poverfu toruethe worldas it wishes. W ehave destroyed
the balance.

Q Do youthinkided ogical palitics is possibleinthese conditions?
SS | have tdd you how | see the decline in Right palitics, but I

cannat understand the Left. Al their intellectuals joined pro
A aica NGGs.
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Q How would you comm et on all the private institutions started
by Ja id and Jm @& m ebers where the issue of Islmm and an
eastern code of behaviour were not m ak the issue. Also these
private irstitutions did not allowstudent unions or the infl uence of
Jm iadintheleast. It isbelieved that the Jn @t teachers had togain
by m ding the standards of education inpublicinstititions disn dly
low?

SS Let m eexplainhowthishappened A nm Ler of students coul d
not get ach issioninHailey College. | discussed the m dter with the
M ce Chancellor who tdd m ethat the teachers were nat willing to
take evening classes, so thefirst private calege cen einto being.
The Jinnah Islm iaCollegeof Cmm m ace that was affiliaed with
the Uni versity. Then three years later cen eScholars Col lege. Then
the Punjab College of Om m erce, two years laer.

Q DOdyouthink of regulating this work through byel awvs?

SS. W ehought private irstitutions are self regulaed by the buyers
of education who pay largef ees for it. If the education standard
fals, people wll head el sewhere.

4.20. SOFIA SABIR

The goverm et recent decision to lift ban on student unions
m igt be due, but has beent aken without giving enough thinking
which the issue really deserves. These bodies have practically
becon etods to party politics and are badly used by poalitidans.
That 5 the core m esage of aveteran student leader, M sSofia Sahir
whose lanth akrise tostudent politics in1977 still bafflesm awyin
the pditical sphere.

M sSabir contested as candidate for the Joint Secretarys sla in
Punjab Uhiversity (PU and was defeated by onl'y one vate.

M @einspiring part of her story was a conscious decisiont o janthe

opposition “Sudent Alliance” inPU a coalition of the then leftists
and m digned by the dm irant student group Islen iJam ia Tul ba
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(1J7) in every possible wayi ncluding character assassination she
recallects.

She says when she consented tobe on the m anpanel, a person m ¢
her father and advised to withdraw her candidature because “the
leftists are m adly corrupt people and they kidnapgirls for
pleasure.”

Her father could not get the point and asked why shes houl d not
contest the elections. He visited university cen ps and m ¢ with
ath instration of her departm at (Persian) to convey to then the
war ni ngs received by rival group.

M sSofiarecalls that pron irent opposition m en fkars were harassed
Especialy the fmn de activists were subject to differentpressures.
For exan fde opponents woul d write false letters to parents of those
girls who were active against their politics. In these letters, they
were portrayed as threatenedby m @d standards. A fewcoul d stand
suchirtim icktion

There were sm dm & people clad in chaddars and woul d reveal
am swhen you passed by then M sSofia adds.

She m drtains that there was no discrin iretion against girls in her
cm p Nor they were attached to any political party as a group,
unli ke the opponents who were playing inthe hands of their m aher
party outside the cen ps.

Per se, M sSofia today is not opposed tothe idea of student politics
but its links with political parties is a vice according to her. She
would rather len et over lack of political training of the present-
day students.

She still practices her PUpolitical training and represernts the
Pakistan Lecturers and Professors Association (PLA in ARV A
College where she teaches Persian as an Assistant Professor.

"I ;m curious about the upside of student politics,” says M sSofia
Sabir. "But such palitics have to be delinked with palitical parties

and vi dence and shoul d trum pout educati on and socialcauses that
include girlsinleadershiproles as well.”

BARGAD >

-132


http://www.go2pdf.com

Revisiting Student Politics in Pakistan

4.21. ZAFAR IQBAL MIRZA (ZIM)

W itha long career inEnglish journalisn ,Zafar Igbal M iza or ZM
the acrongn he is known by, studied at Goverm et College frm
1952 t01958 He then worked at the A vil & M ilitary Gazette, The
Pakistan Tm e The M Wim ,Mewpoirt, till 1984 when he joined
Dawn where he retired as a Resident Editor. He stillwrites his
weeklycom n

Accordingto M :

“l studied inGoverm et College frm 1952 t01958 Inm yin &
the atn cphere in the college was very pleasart, there was no
question of students creating a ruckus. Sudents used tost udy hard
and play hard and there was a dren dic society toa Iren e hr
there was a play inm yim ¢ Arsenic and A d Lace. They played it
again this year. Semn slike the Goverm ert College hasr un out of
ideas. Then, Ravi, the college m apzine was of a very high
standard Our teachers nat only helped us learnfrm our
envirom et but also concentrated on character buil dng They gave
us things to think about and provocative debate topicsl i ke “The
skirt is am e practical dress thanthe Sari”.

I was neither very good atstudies, nor was | irterested in extra
curricdar activities. One reason for not wanting to study was m y
teachers. For instance, Bhatti Sahib who then taught English
Literature. He tried his best for us never to read Shakespeare,
M ilton and athers, and if it had nat been for m yown irterest inthe
subject and the fact of m yfather 5 superb library, I would certainy
have succm tedto Bhatti & teachi ng

There were union elections in m ytim ebut | shied awayfrm such
activity. M ay students weer eally taken up by it but there was no
link bet ween uni on el ectionsand poalitical parties. | used to go round
to other imstitutions as well,li ke the Punjab Uni versity,and there
too there was a pleasant enough atn @phere with respect for
teachers and strict m artenance of discipline. It was a different age.
By 1960, it was evident thatpolitical parties had started irterfering
instudentspolitics. Three years since Gen. Ayub was inoffice, and
the am aphere had started deteriorating which was duee ntirely to
the rise of the Islen i Jm ia-i-Talaba whose |eaders started
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influencing ath issions. Hadt hey been stopped then things woul d
not have gone very far. Sudents with Left sypn pthies never
behaved in this way. Theywere generally the best students and
m dartained acaden icm adity. Only the best mm ong them becen e
student leaders. This was the tm ewhen Faiz Sahib was greatly
popul ar and anyone who had the privilege of know ng hm and was
influenced by his palitics, could nat be ill m anered or uncultured.
Even in their activisn ,students never let go of the m st cultured
tradition andthem at pditem amers.

W ¢had s eforei gn teachers, tog a lady who taught French and a
gentlen anfrm  New Zealand who taughtM ah

The best thing about the Goverm et College was its grounds, The
Oval. Often | would checkout a good book frm the library and
carry it to the Oval toreadlt was fashionable then to read about
socidlisn and M axisn . To prove your m dtle youhad to be
fen iliar with the nen e of sm eof M ax5 works. Everyone spoke
about hm but very fewpeople had read hin .1 tried m yhand at Das
Kapital and survived the first 26 pages. It was all too technical for
m ebut | understood the central idea revol ved around surpl us val ue.
You could nat understand Mar x without fdlowng sm eeconm ics.
There were las of newideas inthe discipline of econom ics but the
M axists woul d stick to their set of ideas. Sm eof teachers were
M axst too M yfather was a hafiz of Das Kapita but | never tried
toem dJaehn .

I will never forget the day inl 972 when Bhutto Sahi b the Presi dent
of the country, cen etothe New Cm pus to address a sen inar on
m pridisn .1 ren en ke Hussain Nagi stood up and asked hin a
perky question about his own invdven et in m mrialist policy.
People frm the security ran towards hin ,including the DSP, but
Bhutto called out for im toleft aone, that he was afriend

They were charged tm & and all over the world students were
engaged in political expression In Pakistan tog student leaders
could easily collect twentyt housand people Left students were
generally Peoples Party s upporters or part of independent
progressive groups. They were generally a spirited lat, given to
reciting poetry and breaking irto song or just light banter. There
were puns for everyone. Not the sort of people who thought about
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beating anyone up for his ideas. No douht, Bhutto had sm elslan i
Jm iae Talaba activists arrested, but they instigated it.

Fron NeelaGm tadtoall over The M dl, the Jm ia putup posters
against hm .W len he drovepast the M dl Road, they took off their
slippers and held then up int heir hands. They prodded hm to take
action against then . Youknow | have never been a Bhutto
supporter but thisis what | saw happeni ng

The kind of vidence thate nsued on cen ps in the m id 80s
perpetrated by the Islen iJam id-i- Talaba and the M dim Sudents
Federation could not have been m ajned earlier. Inm ytin e Left
and Right syn mthizers taked to each other and disagreed with
each other, but there was no question of it tuning vident and
insulting ateacher could nat even beim ajned

Inm wiew palitical partiess houl d not student wi ngs, whether it is
the Peoples Party or the Jam a-i-Islan i This was the case before
partition but it was nat right then and it is not correct now.

This does not m en that students should have no political
consciousness, and that they should know nothing about the
experin ets in statehood in other parts of the world Only that
political parties, whether ruling or in opposition should not be
allowved to influence student unions. If students practice
oppositional pditics, the state wll con edown hard onthen .

About the Goverm et College, | m artain if | m any good today
itisnat because of Goverm ent College but despiteit. Even if I had
not studied there | woul d have pursued the sen ecareer. The people
the college produced inthe 50s are inthe ath iristraion now and
you are witness to the state of the country. So you can gauge what
sort of brilliance the college produced 1 think therehas to be
sm dhing wthin youtotake toan educational institition

(Translated from an interview in Urdu by Samina Choonara)
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4.22. ZAHID ISLAM

Lahore-based Zahid Islen currertly runs an NGQ He started his
student activisn in1967 from Jinnah Islen ia College Siaka. Hs
two relatives were affiliaed with 1JT and respectively were
presidents of the Law College (Punjab University)and King
EdwardsM edcal College unions.

He used totravel daily frm his town Daska to Sial kat where inhis
college there was no ided ogical palitics em ong the students, rat her
the students were dvided on urban and rural lines.

Zahid contested the union elections and won as its jant secretary.
Though he had established him  sdf as a leader but it took his focus
fron the studies. Despite havi ng first class inthe previous acadm ic
history, he failed inthe FSC exan sinthe subject of Physics. That
infuriated his parerts. He returned to Lahore. He got adm issions to
the M AOCollege, where failed candidates with one supplen etary
exan coudalsoenrdl.

This is period of the 1968m ovn et against Gen. Ayub Khan
Iftikhar Am ed (currently Geo TV), and Javed Noshahi were his
class fellows. Zafaryab Ahm adid nat study but frequently was
present around He was verycl ose to Iftikhar and general secretary
of his organization | ndependent Students League which was
practically a cirde of nam oethan 45 friends.

Zahid says their friend Iftikhar corntested for the presidentship in
uni on el ecti ons agai nst Tariq Banaday of the IJT Inthose days the
candidates stood independently. They had no collective panel in
M A0 College

During his invoven et with the election cen pign and student
politics, he was approached by Prof. Alem akhalid M ém adwho
belonged to the Jm id Um aelslm and was a follower of
M alana Ubaid Ulah Sindhi — a progressive relig ous scholar frm
Deoband schod of thought.

After a college strike, he was arrested with his friends— [fti khar

Am ed Javed Noshahi andEj az Saifi. He says it was no political
issue that ignited the studerts. M AOcallege students hada tradition
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of strikes, agitation and road blocking on the m ee excuse of a
reason! Only Saifi was aligned with a political group and was
president of the student organization Nawe-Talaba. This group
was supported by sm ecollege teachers. Arsalan M iralso fom ed
Punjab Student Union in MAO College. So Zahid was e idst the
cm pany of idedogicaly diverse people He joinedJ TI under
influence of Prof. Khalid M én ad and was m ak its Central
Infom dion Secretary.

After sm etin g¢his m atorasked hm to leave the M oulvis’ and
jan PPP. He established aP PP office in his nei ghbourhood as
General Secretary and then was m ak Secretary of the PPP’s first
labour bureau Gul zar Chaudhry was its presidert but he was not a
political person Zahid wast hen also promm ded as m enber of PPP
Executive Gouncil of Lahore.

H s first real encounter with the hardcore left cen ethrough m eting
with Prof. Khalid M én ad, a core m e k& of the Prof. Group
which was led by Prof. Aziz-ud-din Am ad Ct her m mbers of the
group included Prof. ljaz uHassan, Dr. Hn id HassanKazil bash
Pervaiz \andal, Fareeha Zafar, . Nawaz, etc

Zahid gat ath issions to BA Honours (Econm ics) int he PU in
1971 He jdned the NSQ which was open front and student wi ng
of the Prof. Goup.

He says during the first elections of Jehangir Badr (nowPPP) inthe
PU i tiaz A (now journalist) the NSO chief ki cked the Ballat
boxes and took then away. He was arrested for 9 m aths. Fayyaz
Bagir persuaded M awzur §az towork for the M &oor Ki ssan Party
instead of their m atars the Prof. Group. This honeyn o was soon
over. M aewr Haz prepared a char ge sheet agai nst Baqir and i nstead
was hm of ousted Bagir wasm ak Convener of the NSQ

Zahidclan sProf. Group gained m asrecognition especiallym ong
the labour unions because of hm and that he fom edM uahidda
M adoor M dez alongwth m aw trade unions in Lahore. People
like TarigLatif, Zm anKhan and Khawaja TarigM a&ood jad ned the
Prof. Goup on his perusal, he adds.
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Prof. Group had fom edthree governing bodies, (i) Labour Bureau,
(ii) Sudent Bureauy, and (iii)Peasant Bureau to oversee the wor ki ng
of three front organi zations includi ngthe NSO

Zahid alleges that the Prof. G oup wor ked inclandestineway. They
were not dem araic and were running three front organizati ons
with secret set-ups. There was a difference inthe structures of front
politics and actual internal operation The leaders of the fronts did
nat call the shats. They werep uppets inthe hands of the core group
of professars. Zahid hm «f was part of the student and labour
bureaus.

On front level, Fayyaz Bagirwas president of NSO and M wanawer
Hayat its general secretary. Then the tenure of M wanaver Hayat
and Pervaiz Enayat M dikand afterwards Asghar Ali Shirazi
becen ethe NSO chief.

Zahid says tha unden caraic envirom et in Prof. Group led first
to splitting of the group and then gradualy its disn v bem at.
Tariq Latif, Zm an Khan, Tariqg M &ood, M dik Abdul Qayym ,
Ifti khar Shahid andM ian Jehangir left the group.

W eran the NSO for one and half years after the first splitin NSQ
The Prof. Group had effectivel y m ak its presence in students and
labour of Punjah But the idedl ogues and those actually running its
affairs were narrown indedaccordng to Zahid There were good
prospects that leftist students of m ay shades couldm ake an
alliance. They callectively held a public raly infavour of M etnen
after thorough consultaion on howto jartly organize the evert. It
proved disastrous because apr o- Chinese activist Hassan Bagir on
behest of senior leaders (ofProf. Group) started hurling sl ogans
agai nst Sovi et Russia towhom they popul arly regarded as a “Social
i peridist” country. Basit M irstruck this agitator withstick of the
banner and then there was a scuffle bet ween Pro-China and Pro-
Russia students. Evan whent here was no ided ogical division on
these lines with ather groups the senior m atars of Prof. G oup
woul d hinder greater alliances m  ang left m inded activists, accuses
Zahid

He attributes such narrowness and sectarian approach of the
ided ogues to the underground and unden araic culture of the
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leftist organizati ons. Such was the secrecy that it was revealed later
the Prof. Group had a ninem en t& central con m itteet 0 run the
front organizations. These things hurt those who were on the field
and suddenl y realized they were contrdled by a secret society of ol d
guar ds.

Zahid Islen particdarly carries sense of betrayal over handling of
the Barakat m wder case. Barakat the NSO convenerof Islen ia
College G vil lines was killed during ni ght of the PU elections inthe
odcen ps The m anaccused were Javed Hasim i(currently M L-
N, Rana Nazar-ur- Rem an Noan anButt and Hafeez Khan the T
leaders. Zahid was m ak com gainant by the Prof. Group and
presented before the court. Aitizaz Ahsen registered the FIR He
was veryjunior lawyer then

Zahid says he did nat know what woul d fdlow afterwards. The
accused were powerfu. Hshm ewas attacked and JI del egati ons
pressurized his fen ilytowithdrawthe case. He sing ehanded y had
to go through regular and lengthy proceedings inthe police stae
H's group dd nat support im rel eats.

Zahid says that m wder of popul ar labour leader Abdul Rem analso
reflected sectarian m indset of the leftist leaders and thei deal ogi cal
i fi ghti ng

According to Zahid the NSO actively persisted from 1970 to 1974.
He ja ned the second revalt and left the Prof. G oup. Later he jained
M adoor Kissan Party M k), which he says shared many thi ngs
withthe Prof. groupincluding the underground pdlitics.

4.23. ZUBAIR JAN

Zubair Jan writes short stories in Punjabi and teaches English in
Lahore. Once a progressi ve student activist inlslen iaCollege G vil
Li nes, he evertually turned to cultural politics and works now for
the prom dion of Punjabi language and literature. According to his
version, the leftist leaders of histin & vere nat irtellectually strong

The NSO was very populari n his colege. Arshed Butt was the
elected president there. The NSO won elections from 1972 to 1977
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inthe civil lines callege. But then there was a split and the college
organization was divided into Arshed Butt and M ia Jahangir
groups. Both cortested from di fferent panels inthe college in1978.
They were defeated and woul d never recover again That was a
great fall!

IJT disrupted one of the NSO m atings heldinthe college. Presided
by Arshed Butt, it was also attended by chief organizer of NSO
M @om Abid (later journalist). Abid was beaten says Zubair Jan:
He him sfwas thrashed Arshed Butt took out his pistd,which was
the only weapon available with NSOinthe cdlege.

Islen iaCollege Rail wvay Road was also ingrip of theNSQ This
revol utionary fervour ren dredtill 1975 tels Jan

Zubair Jan en phatically says that teachers had a strong infl uence
upon student palitics. He views it was only because of the teachers
that progressive leftist politics had begun Safdar M imnd Prof.
A inM wha had mm easely affected students. They also paid the
price and were punished byt he m atid law goverm et for their
leftist leani ngs.”

In Islen ia College G vil Lines, ided ogical loyalties of teachers
were no secret. Teachers like Prof. M inhgj, Anwer Adeeb promm  ded
progressive thoughts, whileSheikh Rafiq led the Jm at-oriented
faculty.

“There were open ideological debates and lectures by scholars.
Am ed Bashir and Prof. AminM hal also participated ina few
public debates in the calege ...... NS O used to publish a regular
newsletter as well.. .M awof the student leaders of the 1968-69
m oen et had been disill usioned with the PPP regm eand resorted
to drugs ” Jan adds.

W hen Gen Zia-u-Hg cen eirto power, Afrasia am agazine
edited and owned by Abdul Qadir Hassan published a list of 139
teachers of Punjab who were reprin aded for their “‘conm uist’
thoughts and activities. The goverm et had a crackdown upon
these teachers. They were transferred to far off places. Sm e of
then were m pisoned as well, while a fewphysically beaten by 1JT
inthe PU. ... Tris repression badly reversed t eacher-student
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irteractions of the 1970s. Fears of being punished and manhandl ed
prevailed inwhole thisera It was the darkest period of our national
life”

Zubair says student politicshad nothings to do with educational
issues. The activimn revol ved around reval wion and ideol ogi cal
issues. However the cen ses brmm a with studenta ctiwties:
debates, ralliessm etings, pam plets and discussions etc.

4.24. ZUBAIR YOUSAF

Zubair Yousaf is a photographer and audio-visual recordist by
profession He was inform dion secretary of the Dm ocratic
S udents Federation ( DSF) in Punjab when it resurfaced in1980s in
Gen. Zia period after previous ban on the organization and its
m oher partythe Qn m uist Party of Pakistan (CPP) in 1954,

He started his activien from the foom of Federationof Punjab
Sudents (FPS), which was atiny progressive group.

Zubair particdarly characterizes the Gen. Zia period asb e gi nni ng
of the end of student pluralisn and diversity incen pses. He says:
“it isdated the youth and divided then . Today no student frm
Beacon House systen can interact withsm eone who hasstudiedin
a public schodl in Bhaati gate.”

“Establism et has al ways been stronger than the palitical elen erts.
The left vas aresponse toits stronghol d ”

He says that the progressive student m om et was non-vident:
W eusedtorelae ourselveswith M axst literature, screened fim s
and had discussions wthout fights.

As for the closed and underground nature of DSF activities in
Punjab he says we had no choice. The regn ewasbent upon

suppressi ng people. The choice was only to save oneself frm bei ng
physically elim ireted
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Cherishing the activist days, he says that there wasno social
isdation There was vol unteerisn in youth and personal dreen s
werem akst. Thisism issing today.

By 1986-76, the DSF had fom edits groups in Lahorei n the PU
UET, GC Dyal Singh College, M AO College, Islmn & College
Rail way Road and Islen iaCollege A vil Lines. However the split
in the m aéher party CPP caused a devastating m mdupon the
reorgani zed groups. They had to hide their idertities under different
open organizations in various cen  [LBES.

In the resm ed student union elections in 1989 vice presidential
candidate of the anti-1JT alliance Naela Qadri cen efrom the DSF

and m awy others in UET contested elections under thebanner of
Quai d-i- Azen  Sudents Federation ( QSF).
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CONCLUSION

Revisiting student politics nat only entails looki ng at political and
dn coratic history of Pakistan but it should also be anm  portant
part of rel ocating governance policies of higher education This is
especially relevant after com pition in social services like
education has taken place. A taa public contrd has given way to
the growth of private educational institwions. In the current
scenariq it isim praive that the education planners m de rom for
m Uti-stakehol der invol ven et withthe systen .This can be done by
refom ing the strictly hierarchical bodies and by i nstituing
inclusive regulatorym echanisn inthe education sector.

Student politics is an arenat hat has the prom ise to make higher
educati on governance work for m @e dn aracy, transparency and
accourtahility.

Student politics and representation have increased resources for
m ay young people who could not have thrived on the basis of
kinship caste or creed Thisr ole m asnow be shared byot her skill
develom et progremm e and associational work inthe education
instituions, but the need toor ganized student form s— palitical,
social or skill-based - will ren dnthe sen e This willp ositively
affect the efficient working of the universities in a com pitive
educational world

Hstorically, student politics in Pakistan was consolidated due to
weaker palitical parties andfragile dmn araic systen $ike m ay
counterparts in the developing world That conditions s ewhat
ren drs so. That’s why m ay anal ysts believe that political parties
have an excessive desire for a revival of the studert politics e id
fears of burning out of recruitn at base. This m igt be true but not
so far for the key m arstrem political parties, which have been
reluctant to own the revivalist agenda apparertly due to security
reasons, heated student polarization and apprehensionof student
m ilitancy. Nb one can affordm ae battle zones.

Even when a worst security scenariois neutralized, thereis som wch

activity going on for the ordnary students within tight schedule,
dn anding exan systen and heavy eduation costs. On sectoral
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level, the grovth has beenm m ease enrdin et m ay fod and
locations of the institutions diversified as con  pred to 1984 when
student uni ons were banned Itishardtoim ajne that struct ures and
net wor ks of the current student organizations can m acht he size of
the sector on a national scale. Gone are tm & when less than a
hundred students in selected bigger cities like Karachi,Lahore or
Rawal pind coul d create national scenes.

Inthe current scenarig the students have tobe m dilizedon local —
cm ps — basis. In that sense, parancia within educationists about
the striking power of student politics gain little grounds and
subscribe tothe political suspicions that the university officials seek
unhindered “ath irstraive’ contras rather than planned and
i ncl usi ve governance struct ures.

The ban on student unions or its lifting is nat the question. How to
ensure sn adhrepresentati on of students and their patentia to hol d
uni versities accountable and transparert is at the coreof present
tm & For tha larger consultaion and preparation is due. W ehave
seen that the enthuist d;m oratic goverm et in1989 had toreverse
its hasty decision to lift ban on student unions because they were
nat well-prepared

Rhetoric on bath sides of the divide and wi nning appaulse frm
audience is one thing butactually proposing viablestructures,
systen sand nom sfor student represertation withinthe gover nance
structures is anather scenario that den ands willingnesst o talk to
each other and seriously! To that end a m dti-stakehol der
enageq ert is needed to thrash out details of how student palitics
have tan oeforwardina changingtin e

The Indian case in regulating the student represertation can be
exm pary. It is also easily readable by our education planners
because of proxim ity of sin ilar legacy in governance structures of
hi gher educati on

The Indian student politicshas been facing the sen @l legations
with m dching severity as it is witnessed in Pakistan One of the
m & ‘ided ogical’ states Keralawas the staunchest opponents of the
student politics and had m posed a ban on unions. The stalen de
persisted urntil the Lyngdoh Cmm m ittee Report (2006) cen e out
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after a thorough consultati vepr ocess wit h di verse stakehol ders. The
m prtart lessons are that (i) undertake SCIENTIFIC AND
INFORI ED REM BV of situation (ii) have CONSULTATI ONS
W ITH ALL STAKEHOLDERS and prepare them for possible
scenarios for future ownership of the policies, and (iii) propose
TANG BLE REC® M ENDATI ONS.

Qur experience has shown that vague codes of conducthave been
adopted and in the absenceof political will and ownership these
coudna bem pen eated

Al stakehol ders — students, student organizations, palitical parties,
researchers, civil society practitioners and public irterest leaders,
uni versity ath inistrators, educati on planners, policy m ders and the
goverm et functionaries - will have to carefulyviewthe
funden etad transition that is in process in the acade ic
envirom et and have m pications for fuure student pdlitics.

Tangi hility of policies on two key issues - (i) peace and (ii) wm en
participation — in cen peescan provide due leverage for ;m odth
representation of students. The fom & calls for zero tolerance
against vidence and the latter den ands comm im ait o hm an
develom et inPakistan But this has to have m inutely detailed out
rues of business incem puses, not just broader policy fren eworks
or vaguely put nom dive assertions which can be convenierntly
irterpreted especially when facing group pressures or backn dling

Athough the present studyhas been particuarly concerned with
student politics, but it has also exen ired different contexts i nwhich
politics in general is consolidated weakened or changesits fom s
W ¢have used can  puses tosignify a palitics whi ch isinsearch of its
specific location sectora interests and speciaized m adate. It is
envisaged that transition to an independent and cam ps-based
politics can be realized with due planning public-private
partnership and institcing an inclusive m Uti-stakehol der
m ehanisn  vithinthe structures of higher educati on
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ANNEX 1: MATRIX OF STUDENT

POLITICS IN PAKISTAN*

1.1. CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS: THE PROGRESSIVE

PERSPECTIVE

1.1.1. INCEPTION OF STUDENT POLITICS IN SOUTH ASIA

Item Event Date(s) | Category
M om at Peoples’ m eetings in| 1905 Pratest and
agai nst the | Bengal and voice of | 1911 agitation
partition of | anthen s like Band-e-
Bengal M_drm
Ihid H ndustani students 1905 | Ihid

m ak a strike in King

Edwardv edcal Qollege
Al IndaM dim | Fom dion 1905 @ gani zation
League
Ibhid Year of Qital-i- W 1906 Protest and

agitation

Land Requisition | Sogans of Khalsa| M ach | Ikbid
Bl college students agai nst 1907

the Lt. Governor Sir

Charles Revaz’s visit to

A rasar
Tehrik1- Hjrat M igaion of students to 1914 Pr ot est

Kabul
Rowlett Act Fring at the procession 1919 M dence

of studentsin Lahore
H ndustan Fom diona Tashkarnt 1920 QO gani zation
Cnm uist Party
Nuj wan  Bharat | Fom dion 1926 lhid

Sabha

4 Compiled from Ahmad, Aziz-uddin. “Pakistan Mein Talaba Tehreek”,
Lahore: Mashal, 2000 & Tareekh Jamiat Committee. “Jab Woh Nazim-e-Ala

Thay” (Vol 1, 2, 3, 4) Lahore: Idara Matbooaate-Talaba.
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Punjab M wlim | Annual M eeting in| 1944 Ihd
St udents Lahore
Federation

1.1.2. INCEPTION OF STUDENT POLITICS IN PAKISTAN

Item Event Date(s) Category
M din League Fom dioninGopal Ganj 1939 QOr gani zation
area
East Pakistan | Fom dion January QO gani zation
M din Students 1948
League
Sudents League | Voice against the| M ach Pratest
language issue 1948
East Bengal | Fom dion June Organization
M din  Awmn i 1949
League
Speech of Khwaja| 27 Ibd
Nazm ud din in favour | January
of national language 1952
Protest of  Dhakka | 30 Protest and
students agai nst Urdu as | January agitaion
national language 1952
Youth League Against the language | 21 Ibhid
issue, Killing of three| February
students (celebration of | 1952

M atyr day)

1.1.3. EARLIER PERIOD OF STUDENT POLITICS IN SINDH

lhid Lahore students 1927 QO gani zation
conference
Nuj wan Bharat | Unification 1928 Ibd
Sabha with kairti
Kisan Party
Sn m Killing of Police officer 1928 Wi dence
Cnm ission M rSandras by workers
of Socialist Republican
An vy
Irter-cdlegate Fom dion 1930 Qgani zaion
M din
Br at her hood
Lahore Death sentence to| Oct 1930 \i dence
conspiracy case | Bhagat Singh, Raj Guru
and Skh Dev
Al India| Fom dionat Lucknow 1936 Qganization
S udents
Federation
Al IndaM dm | Convertiona Gilcuta Dec 1937 lhid
S udents
Federation
M dm Sudents | Fom diona Lucknow Jan 1937 lhid
Federation
Sindh Students | Fom dion April Ibd
Conference 1938
Second Al India | Conferencein Lahore Nov 1938 lbhid
S udents
Conference
W m e student | Fom dion 1940 lbhid
| Cnm itee
Al India| M ainga Patna 1941 Ihid
S udents
Federation
M @in Sudents | Pakistan Conference in| 2 M ach| Ibd
Federation Lahore 1941
M dim Sudents | Conference in Lyllpur 5 July| Ikd
Federation 1941
Bal uchistan Fom dion M & Ihid
M @in Sudents 1943
Federation
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Item Event Date(s) Category
Sndh M wim | Sindhi students would| 30 Jan| Pratest
students oppose the separation of | 1948
Federation Karachi frm Sndh
Ibd Karachi Dny 20 Feb | Ibd
1948
Agai nst the use of Sindhi | 1949 lhid
language in Karachi
educati onal institutions
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Dm ardic Fom dion and protest | 1952 QO gani zation
S udents cll in DWW M dacd
Federation College
lhid 2 day DSF Council | 11-12 Oct | Quality
M eting 1952 education
lhid Inauguration of Student Ibhid
Herald
Iner Collegiate | Fom dion QO gani zation
Body
lhid M tdibat Day 7 July| Protest and
1953 agitation
lhid Killing of 7 students and | 8 January | M odlence
112 wounded
lbid Srike call 9 January | Protest
lhid Celebration of M atys | 10 lbd
day by EPSU EPSL and | January
M F
lbid Restrictions were | 1954 Ibd
in _psed uponthe PSO
lhid Against One unit an| 1954 Pr ot est
celetration of Sndh Day
Nati onal Fom dion 1956 Or gani zation
S udents
Federation
lhid Protest by NSF against | Oct 1956 | Protest and
the British seizure of agitation

Suez canal

1.1.4. EARLIER PERIOD OF STUDENT POLITICS IN PUNJAB

Item Event Date(s) Category
Islm i Jm id | Fom dion Dec QO gani zation
Tul ba 1947

DSF Fom dion 1949 lbid

lhid Publication of poster by 1951 | Protest

DSF against the Shah of
Iran
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Punjab Students | Fom &ion 1952 | Organization
Fr ont
Ihid Procession of Lahore 1952 | Protest
students agai nst the Food
policy of Arin éM irister
Ibd Procession of Lahore 1956 Protest and
students against the agitation
British seizure of Suez
canal
Ibhid Against the m peridist 1961 Pratest
powers and Killing of
Congo PM . Petra’s Lu
Lm fn
Ibhid Against the 3 year 1968 Pratest,
degree  course and agitation and
uni versity ordi nance and vi dence
killing of studert ( Abdul
M 3id
1.1.5. STUDENT MOVEMENT IN GEN. AYUB ERA
Item Event Date(s) Category
Gowvt. Qder Restrictions upon the | Jan 1959
st udent or gani zati ons
due tdV atid law
NSE Fom dionat [hakka 1960 Qr ganization
Pratest against the | June Pr ot est
education policy in| 1961
Dhakka
To turn the m ating of | 1 August | Pratest and
Federal M irister’s Fazal- | 1961 agitation
ul- Qadir by the students
To oppose the report of | 17 Pr ot est
Education con m ission August
1961
Srike in educational | 21 Quality
intituions of  East | August education
Pakistan 1961 and pratest
sarcap Ca2Y
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Against the m peridist
powers and killing of
Congo PM . Petra’s Lu
lm fn

1961

Pr ot est

Intercdlegiate body in
Lyallpur and one police
officidl wounded as a
resut of conflid

6 Nov
1963

Ibid

Excl usion of 12 students
frm the Karachi
university due to
opposition to 3 year
progrmm e

1962

Sudent procession in
Ra wal pi ndi and
m psition of 144 and
arrest of 20 students

5 Nov
1963

Pr ot est

Arrest of Husain
Shaheed Shur wardi

Jan 1962

Srike by the studerts of
Dhakka uni versity
against the presidertial
systen , arrest of 200
students

15 M ach

1962

Protest and
agitation

Qosure of  Punjab
uni versity till 7
Noven ber and its linked
cdleges till 20

9 Nov
1963

Ibid

Qosure of Gowvt. Poly
Technical institite

10 Nov
1963

Ibid

Police firing in Jaisur
and killing of driver

17
1962

Sep

Protest,
vidence

Rustication of students
frm the King Edward
M acal College due of
Uni versity ordi nance

1964

Ibid

M arning procession by
the students against the
police firingin Jaisur

18
1962

Sep

Protest and
agitation

Al Parties

Action
Cm m iitee

Fom dion

6 Oct
1964

Pr ot est

Jabal pur incident in
India and Killing of
M din s

Feb 1962

Pr ot est

Fen de students took a
procession the M atia
law sentences to the
student leaders and
police  wounded 55
students

April
1962

M ol ence

Procession of APAC
students and killing of a
student as a result of

8 Dec
1964

M d ence

palice firing

Srike in Pakistan due to
killing of Nasim shaheed
and killing of another
student in Peshawar

11 Dec
1964

Ibid

M om at
agai nst

uni versity
or di nance

Annum et of university
ordinance and arrest of
students and attack upon
the office of VMice
chancell or

1963

Nov

Protest,
vi o ence

Sudents protest against
Tashkant ~ Declaraion
police  firing upon
student procession and
killing of 4 students

13  Jan
1966

Ihid

As a resut of firing
about 12 students and 4
police offidas were
wounded

1963

Nov

M ol ence

Anti Ayub m om et
and killing of a student
in Rawal pi nci

7 Nov
1968

Ihid
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Anti Ayub m om et
and killing of 2 students
in Rawal pi ndi

9 Nov
1968

Ihid
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Anti Ayub m omn et |10 Nov | lbd
and killing of a student | 1968
in Noshera
Al Pakistan | Fom &ion Dec 1968 | Organization
Sudents Action
| Conm_ittee
Bl ack day 1 Jan | Pratest
1969
Conflict bet ween police | 8 Jan | Mdence
and students, wounded | 1969
100 and arrested 34
students
Killing of one student in| 20 Jan| lhid
Dhakka 1969
Police wounded two|20 Jan| lhbid
students in Rawal pi ndi 1969
Perfom ing of funeral | 21 Jan| Ihd
prayer of killed personin| 1969

Dhakka inwhich fon &
chief justice of Dhakka
also participated Police
opened fire and wounded
m_ay students

1.1.6. STUDENT MOVEMENT IN GEN. YAHYA KHAN ERA

Item Event Date(s) Category
EPSL Fom dion Qr gani zation
Swadhin M aifesto of | 6 June

B gtartrik Independence 1969

Bangl adesh

Conflict of | Arrest of 207 students| 6 m ach| Protest
Hyderabad and use of tear gas 1969

Cm m issioner

with the V. C of

Sindh Uhi versity

Transfer of | Procession of students in| 8-11 Nov | Protest and
teachers Hyderabad, hunger strike | 1969 agitation
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Baha wal pur Fom dion 7 Feb | Organization
M _hdaM ahaz 1970
Tuba M 4glis| To dem and for the| 27 Feb | Agitaion
A 4 provincial status to| 1970

Bahawal pur
M Wgjir Punjabi | Dim issd of  Mice |19 Jan| Protest and
Pathan M ahaz | chancellor, burning of | 1971 agitation,
leader issued a | cinmn ahalls, 3 hotels, 6 vi dence
staten et against | vehicdles and office of
V. C of Sindh| APP
uni versity
Establism et of | Fom &ion 23 M ay| Organizaion
A-Badr 1971
Sociadist Fom dion 1972 lbid
Nationalist Party
A osure of | Sogans of “Jai Bangla” |1 M ach| Protest
educati onal 1973
imstituions in
Dhakka
M llitary action | Killing of m aw students | 25 M ach | M dence
agai nst t he | and teachers 1973
students of
Dhakka
uni versity
H ectionissue Killing of student by 1973 | Ikid

firing in Punjab

uni versity
1.1.7. THE BHUTTO PERIOD
Item Event Date(s) Category
Sindh Students | Fom dion 1967 QOr gani zation
Cultural
(rganization
sarcap Ca2Y
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1.1.8. THE GEN. ZIAERA

“Bangl adesh Na- | Dec 1972 | Pratest and
m awoor Tehrik” vid ence
(Bangladesh) by the
Islen i Jen ig Students
and killing of a student
by pdlice firing
Peoples Sudents | Fom dion 1973 QO gani zation
Federation (PSF)
Killing of Barkat Ali in| 1972 M ol ence
Lahore
Killing of Hanif Barkat | 1973 M ol ence
in Lahore
Killing of Abdul Sm ad| 3 Dec | Mdence
Khan Achakzai and | 1973
charges against the
students
Anti Am ad m om at | M & Agitation
by the Islen i Ja id | 1974
Sudents
Al Sindh convertion of | 8 April | O ganization
SAPAF at Noshero| 1974
Feroz
Al Pakistan | Fom dion 1974 QO gani zation
M ugir Sudents
organi zation
AR SO
Killing of Sher Pao in| 3 Feb | Modence
Peshawar uni versity 1975
i position upon| 11 Feb
National Awm i Party| 1975
(NAP)
Atack upon the vehicle
of federal m inster,
Abdul Hafiz Peerzada in
S ndh uni versity
Sindhi  Shagird | Fom dion 1977 Organization

Tehrik
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Event Date(s) Category
Transfer of 139 progressive| 1978
teachers in Punjab
Fring by Jm ia upon the elected | 12 Aug 1979 | Modence
officials of union in the Karachi
uni versity and wounded 16m de
and 2 fem destudents
Killing of QSF worker by Jm ia | 1980 M olence
students
H ghjacking of Pl Aplane 1981
Killing of two students in| 1982 M olence
Agricutura uni versity Faisalabad
To agitate for the establishm at of | 1982
W en uni versity by Ja ig
To put restrictions upon the unions | 1984
inthe educational institLtions
Killing of 2 Jen ia students in| 1985 M olence
Lahare
Police firing upon the jem id | 1985 Ibhid
students and jen ia students tried
to burn the Punjab assen By and
burnt the ath iristrative block of
uni versity
Contrd of Black Eagles over the Ibhid
Superior College in Lahore and
killing of one student
Qashes inD® M daical college, | 1986 lhid
Sindh M edca College and
Karachi uni versity
Killing of Jan ia and PSF students | 1986 lhid
in Karachi university
To stop restricdions upon the | 1988 Peace
student uni ons
Kidnap of a driver byM SF| M ach 1988 M olence
wor kers
To arrest the PSF President on the | M ach 1988 Ibid
charges of pdice encounter
Killing of Abid ChaudaryaM SF| June 1991 Ibhid

leader
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5.1.9. RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS
Item Event Date(s) Category
Islm i Jm id | Fom dion 21 Dec
Tal ba 1947 Or gani zation
ided ogy
ATI Fom dion 19 Jan | Ided ogy
1968
Annualm _eting 1968 QO gani zation
1SO Fom dion 1972 Or gani zation
ided ogy
Kidnap of a driver by | M ach M ol ence
M_F workers 1988
To arrest the PSF| M ach lbd
President on the charges | 1988
of pdice encourter
Killing of Abid | June Ibd
Chaudary aM SFleader | 1991
Collection of Funds for | 1998 Or gani zation

cmm uity

the welfare of Shia

1.2. CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS: THE IJT
PERSPECTIVE

1JT Nazim-e-Ala: Zafar Ullah Khan

Publishing of Sudents” \bice Qr ganization

Ihid
Publication of Cyclostyle ne wsletter
(Sudents’ Voice) frm King Edward
M alcal Cdlege
I1JT Nazim-e-Ala: Dr. Muhammad Nasim (1950-51)
Event Date(s) Category
Fom dion of Jan i 1945 Organi zation
W edym dings 21-23 Dec | lbid

1947

Protest against the forced job of Education
doctars inthe hospitals
Publishing of Sudents’ \bice QOr ganization
Publication of Cyclo styie news Ibid
frm Kng Edward M edica
College
IJT Nazim-e-Ala: Khurram Jah Murad (1951-52)
Event Date(s) Category
Planning through questionnaire at Or gani zation
Gandhi_garden
W el y gat herings lhid
Establism et of offices at 23 Af lbid
Astrichon Road Karachi, Bait-u karen
and Kausar Hbuse at [hakka
Annualm etingin Karachi 1950 lhid
Annual M aing of Jn iainKarachi in| Nov 1952 lhid
which changes were m a in the
prem He of Jm ia constituion
Annualm etingin Karachi 1953 lhid

IJT Nazim-e-Ala: Dr. Israr Ahmad (Nov 1952- March 1953)

Event Date(s) Category
Fom dionof T ir-i- Akar-i-Islen i 1945 O gani zation
3 daysM eging 21-23 lhid

Dec 1947
Tehrik against Con - pdsory Goverm ert Education
service in the hospitals for the m alcal
doctors
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Event Date(s) Category
Mssits toGujranwal a Sialka, Faisalabad, | Feb 1952 Or gani zation
Sargodha, Sahi val,M Utan etc
Provincial gathering at Barkat Ai Feb 1952 lhid
Tehrik-1-khatm - Nibuvat 1953 Pr ot est
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IJT Nazim-e-Ala: Ibsar-i-Alam (Dec1956 Oct 1958,0ct 1958-Dec

1962)
Event Date(s) Category
Defeat of Jan ia inthe union election of | 1952 Or gani zation
U du college due to opposition of fex de
students
Approval of the 1956 constitution and | 29 Feb 1956 | lhid
publishing the pictures of Jm ia
students inthe newspapers
Seizure of Suez canal by British France | 1956 pr ot est
and Israel and Jm id pratest
IJT Nazim-e-Ala: Sheikh Mehboob Ali (Dec 1962-64)
Event Date(s) Category
Fom dion of “Inter-cdlegiate Body” 1957 (rganization
11 Annual gathering of Jan &t 10-13 Ibhid
Qct 1958

Publication of W et isto be done?” Sep 1958 ided ogy
Fom dion of “Hyasi”in AA 962 Qr ganization
W edy training cen pofJan ia at | 3-8 July | Ibid

| M tan 1963
Training cen pof Jm idat Tando| 3-5 Aug | lhid
M umm a Khan 1963
Training cen pd Jm id a Quetta 911 Aug| lbd

1963

Training cen pof Jan ia at Abbotabad | 22 July 1963 | Ihid
and conflid wth SP
Conden retion of Uni versity | July 1963 Pratest

| Ordinance Om m_ittee
Regional Conferencein East Pakistan | Dec 1963 (r gani zation
Dm ands of Islen ic university by | 1Jan 1964 Pratest
Jm g Talba Aabia
Publication of cyclostyle “Hm | 16Jdy 1964 | Organization
Qadm ”
Cel ebration of Books'W eek SudentW dfare

Qadiani issue: Distribuionof M alana | 1953 Ihid

M aud’s pm e

Training conferences at M dressah H gh Organi zation
Schodl Ichrra

conferences were held at M utan I dedl ogy
Faisalabad and Lahore tocounter the

penetration of Socialist ‘propaganda’

IJT Nazim-e-Ala: Murad Ali Shah (1953-54)

Event Date(s) Category
Frst Aanual gathering at Karachi 1952 QO gani zation
Office a 88M adoad Road Lahore lbid

Tehrik khten - Nabuvat Protest

IJT Nazim-e-Ala: Prof Khurshid Ahmad (1953-55)

Event Date(s) Category
Cyclastye bulletin 1951 Qr ganization
Establism et of Jm iam eda 1952 lhid

Cm pdsary Banglalanguage 1952 Qrganization
An open letter tothe Ain eM irister 1953 lhid
Irtroduction of study cirde 1954 lbid
Irternational Assen Hyof Muslim Youth 1954 Idedl ogy
inaugurated by PM  Bogra

Publication of article nen ed as W hy

oppression ontM slin B d herhood”

Publication of “Cnm uisn Defeated in 1955 Idedl ogy
M_ecow’

Msit to East Pakistan 1956-57 (rganization
IJT Nazim-e-Ala: Hussain Khan (Oct 1955- Dec 1956)

Event Date(s) Category

M it to East Pakistan lecture at Barisal 1956 i ded ogy
College to propagate the Islm ic

idedogy and counter the libera

tendenci es

Resignation due to perfom axe of | 1957 Pr ot est

Jm id duties in Fast Pakistan

A hostel far the poor students
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IJT Nazim-e-Ala: Mati-ul-Rehman Nizami (1969-71)

Event

Date(s)

Category

in psition ofM atial lawin Pakistan

1969

Pr ot est

N PA invited students to discuss the
issues of teachers and students in
Pakistan

2 Aug 1969

Sudents velfare

Mctory of Jm i@ in the union
elections of Punjab university

1970

Destruction of the furniture, m imrors
and vans in the house of vice
chancellar’s  house in Punjab
uni versity

31 Jan 1970

M ol ence

Fom dion ofM slim Chatri Sanghia

1970

Qr ganization

20" Annualm eting of ifM ultan

1-4 Oct
1971

Ibid

IJT Nazim-e-Ala: Tasnim Alam Manzar (3 Oct 1971- 15 Sep

1972)

Event

Date(s)

Category

Last Nazin 4- Aa of Uhited Pakistan

Publication of report inannual m eting
of Jm id at M dtan according to it,
about 1thousand workers were killed

Gt 1971

violence

Killing of Jm ia workers in the Indo
PakW a of 1971

22 Nov
1971

Dm and of Yahya resignation in the

Event Date(s) Category
Fom dion of NSF 1958 organization
Fom dion of Sudents cirde 1960 organization
Publication of “Sudents Problen sof Peace

Paki stan”

Acrest of Jm id leader & Chacca 3 Jan 1963 Pr ot est
Celebration of "W eedy Isle ic| 1965 Quality
educational Systen ” education
M o et against the m usical | Dec 1966 Agitation
festivals in educational instituti ons

Sruggler agai nst Tashkant declaration | Jan 1966 Pr ot est

M dfil-i-Qrat at Nashtar Park in | 3Jan 1967 Pr ot est
Karachi

Proposals to “ National Bureau of | 1967 Quality
Curricular and Syllabus” education
Killing of Jm ia worker M ach 1967 | M olence
IJT Nazim-e-Ala: Dr. Muhammad Kamal (1967-69)

Event Date(s) Category
W ely Training cen pin Lahore June 1962 (rganization
Agai nst Uni versity  Ordinance, | 1964 Pr ot est
arrested students

Annualm eting of Jm id Nov 1967 (rganization
A enth et for the generalSecretary | Juy 1968 lhid

of Jm ia and introducedt he tem

“A ind-An 7

Round table Conference in| 1969 Pr ot est
Rawal pindi and declaration of “Tehrik

Bedari Talba” agai nst Ayub

Killing of well known worker Abdul | 15 Aug 1969 | M ol ence

M dik

Fom dionof Islen iJm ia Talibat in| 21 Sep 1961 | Organization
M_kan

Killing of well known worker Abu | 1971 M ol ence

M tnm aJahangir
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Central cabinetm eting of Jm ia

17 Dec1971

IJT Nazim-e-Ala: Zafar Jamal Baloch (8 Oct 1972 — 20 Oct

1975)

Event Date(s) Category
21 annualm eting of Jn idin Karachi | 5-7 Oct | Organization

1972

Kidnap of ladies of Syed fen ily and Pr ot est
tries to bring then to the Governor

House of Punjab

Anti Bangladeshm omn et 10 ec 1972 lhid
Defeat of Jm dtinthe union election| 1974

in Peshawar
| Khaten 4- Nibuwatm om et 1974 Pr ot est
BARGAD !mg@m!
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M ating with the Chief M irister of | June 1974 Organi zation
Punjab
Publication of Jm id News and Mews | 1974

at QCsmm itinlahore

IJT Nazim-e-Ala: Abdul Malik Mujahid (20 Oct 1975-26 Oct

1977)

Event Date(s) Category

Inauguration of “Industriadd M da” Suderts
velfare

Screening dren a“Talin 4_Bal gan” Education

Invited Neil Am drong in the| Juy 1969 Ibd

Eur opean function

Irtroduction of “S udentsW eek” SudenW dfare

Exclusion of Israel from Asian| 1975

Sudents Associ ation

Jm ia person as Chaim awof Asian| 1975 Organi zation

Sudents Association

Telephonic ta ks with Col. Farug the | Nov 1975

| killer of ShiekhM gibu Rem an
Appoinm eatinthefilm censor board
Arrest of the office bearers of Punjab | Oct 1076

uni versity students union

IJT Nazim-e-Ala: Liagat Baloch (24 Oct 1977-11 Oct 1979)

Revisiting Student Politics

in Pakistan

Dm and to get education int he native | IM ay 1978 | Quality
languages education
Widem e to m m  Khm dni’s| Jan 1979

confidante to Punjab Uhi versity

Burning of student bus service depot | 24 M arch | M dlence
as a resut of death sentence to M r | 1979

Bhutto

IJT Nazim-e-Ala: Shabir Ahmad Khan (29 Oct 1979-15 Oct 1982)

Event Date(s) Category
Acrest of participants and Jen ia | 1976 Agitation
leadersinthe ceren oy of Quid Sal

Unopposed success in the union| Dec 1976 Organi zation
election of Punjab university

Killing of 42 students onstreets of | 9 April | Mdence
Lahore 1977

Talba conventionin Lahore Qr ganization
i position of M atid lawby Bhuttoin | 21 April

Lahore, Karachi and Hyderabad 1977

in_psition ofM atia lawinPakistan | 5Juy 1977

25 annualm eging of Jm ia Qct 1977 (rganization
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Event Date(s) Category
Sart of Tehrik Khatam 4-Nabuwat | 1974 Pr ot est
m o et frm NV .EP
M eting wth Gen 4a Juy 1977
Sudentsraly by Jm id inNW .EP 21-23 July | Protest

1979
Provincial gathering inwhich m potant | 1980 Idedl ogy
persons exchanged the visitsto Kabul
Jehad-e- A ghan Conference in| 1980 M ol ence
Engi neering Lhiversity of Karachi
An International Conference nen ed as | 1980 I dedl ogy
“Sol ution of Kasm ir Problem— Hm ic
revolwtion” in &i Nagar.
Arrest of Nazin sand Genera Sect. of
Jm ia
Killing of Danish Ghani 1980 lbd
Killing of Karachi university Students | 1980 lhid
union’s speaker HifizM . Alm
A group of 20-25 workers went to| 1980 lhid
Af ghanistan to partid pate inJahad frm
NV .EP
Start of “Tehrik Bedari M illa” for the | 1980 lbid
cause of Aghan Jehad
| Attack onthe office of Danily “Jang” 1981 lbid
Killing of Jm ia m mber Akren |23 Sep | Ibd
Goraya 1981
Destruction of the Jm id office Feb 1984 lbd
Al Pakistan Jen ia Nazm s’ cen pin| 3-5 Feb | Organization
Punjab Uhi versity 1985
H ghjacking of the Bl Aplane
sarcap Ca2Y
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Destruction of the Jm id office by PSF

Feb 1989

M ol ence

Beating of Atab-ud-din Quraishi

1981

M ol ence

Wse of poisonous gas by Saddm
Hussain in Iragi Kurdistan and reaction
of Jm g

Pr ot est

Hol di ng of Jahad Conference

I dedl ogy

Killing of HifizM . Alm

26 Feb 81

M ol ence

IJT Nazim-e-Ala: Meraj—ud-din (15 Oct 1982-20 Aug 1984)

Annual m aing of Ja id(transferred
frsm  Hyderabadto Lahore)

Event

Date(s)

Category

Irtroduction of extra-curricular activities

1985-86

S udent
W dfare

Celebration of “Ym --Shaukat-u-
Islm ”

31 M ay
1980

like debates, judicial tem s
M &M eda departn et

Training cen pa Khanas Purf uree)

Qr gani zation

Participated in the electionsof Students
Uni on

Organi zation

Killing of two students in Engineering
Uni versity of lahare

\f d ence

Fom dionof JA idin Rawa Kot

Qr gani zation

Killing of Nazir Srhandi inHyderabad

M ol ence

Publication of a book nam & as “A-
Badr”

ided ogy

Success of Jm id inthe Universities of
Punjab

1983

Celebration of “Hafta Ten ir-i- Akhlaqg”

Killing of studernt and restrictions were
im pesed uponthe unionsinNW .EP

April 1983

M ol ence

Irtroduction of M @it Schdarship”

1985-86

S udents
velfare

Defeat of Jm ia in the Universities of

1984

IJT Nazim-e-Ala: Ameer-ul-Azeem

Punjab
Success of Jm ia in the Karachi
Uni versity

Jan 1984

Event

Date(s)

Category

Restricdions were m posed upon the
unions in Punjab by M atid law
| Ath instrator General Chulen  Glani

9 Feb 1984

Killing of two Jam ia workers by the
firing of Shaheen Force in Engi neering
Uni versity of Lahore

28 Oct
1986

M ol ence

IJT Nazim-e-Ala: ljaz Ahmad Chaudhary

(Acted for 28 days afterM aaj —ud din)

Announcen et of Long M ach frm
Lahore to Islmm dad and arrest of
wor kers

3 M ach
1987

Pr ot est

Event

Date(s)

Category

Arrest of 28 persons, hot exchange of
words wththe SSP

Agitation

Launching of cen pigns on Education
Systen  Refom § AntiW estern Culture
cen mign 4-Point Education Can peign,
B don et Cen pign Cen pgn for

Or gani zation

I1JT Nazim-e-Ala: Rashid Nasim (1984-86)

Peace and Sudent Hghts Gam gign
Benazir Bhutto allows functioning the
students uni ons

Dec 1988

Event

Date(s)

Category

Killing of Aslen Fatianai n Punjab
M alca Gollege Faisalabad

M ol ence

Restrictions upon the students unions in
NW .EP andin Punjab

Feb 1984

Killing of M . Zubair Khan in King
EdwardM edcal College Lahare

Ibid

Acrest of M ag-ud-din ands entence of

Pr atest

Killing of Tariq Javaid in Nashtar
M aca CllegeM utan

Ibid

Killing of A ir Saeed in Karachi

lbkid

beating by whipto hn
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Event Date(s) Category
Cel ebration of “Hafta Tm ir Akhlag” lded ogy
Institute of CGareer Hanning S udents
velfare
Killing of Jan dt officda Sohail Hanif M olence
in Lahore
Celebration of “Free education and | 1989 Education
providingen pdoyn et year ”
Celebration of “ Hafta Islah-i- Nz Idedl ogy
Talm_”
Introduction of M atyrs Jamigd M it lhid
Scholarshi p”
Sart of “A aica M uwadabad Protest
M om at”
Arrest of Jm ia workers att he arrival Protest
of Ryjiv Gandhi tolslen aed, Pakistan
“Am -Ingab Rally” Pr ot est
Klling ofM dtan Jm id Nazin 17 Aug 89 M dlence
To show the fim in Engineering lhid
Uni versity Taxila and Killing of Jm ia
RafiqueM . Igbal
Killing of Sohail Hanif in Lahore 16 Sep 1989 | Ihid
Killing of Tahir Javaid in Science lhid
CollegeW ahahdat Road Lahore
Killing ofM . Ayub Khan in Kohistan 24 Tec 89 | |hid
Killing of Sheikh M . Naeem in| 6V ach90 | Ihd
Fai sal abad
Killing of M jad Ai Dogar in|10 Rm azan| lhid
Bha wal pur 1990
Killing of Shei kh Nadem June 1990 lhid
Killing of Absan Ulahin Karachi 5 Aug 1991 | Ihid
Killing of Shaukat ali inGout. College | 6 Ran azan | Ihid
of Technol ogy Karachi 1989
Killing of Saad bin Saha in Karachi | 23 Feb 1991 | Ihid
Uni versity
Killing of A ir Adbas in Karachi 23 Feb 91 lhid
Killing of Faisal hin Najm 24 Feb 91 lhid
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Killing of An & Ulahin Karachi 24 Feh 91 Ihid
Killing of Alemn -uddin Quraishi in| 1 April 91 Ibid
Karachi

Klling ofM . Nn anin Karachi 1 April 91 lbid
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ANNEX 2: REVIEWS AND COMMENTS
ON REVISITING STUDENT
POLIITICS IN PAKISTAN

I have glanced through conterts of “Revisiting Student Palitics in
Pakistan” and find the effort objectively orierted with laudable
input of relevant reference and keen anal ysis of prim aydata

W ecertainly need to balance bet ween the noble objectives behi nd
the student unions by obtaini ng best practices fron Pakistani and
foreign universities and thepernicious aspects of student palitics
arisingm arly frm m aipulaed condition on the cen ses by the
hidden hands during long periods of illegitim d& and
unconstituional rue

---- Mazharul Haq Siddiqui S.1., Vice Chancellor
University of Sindh — Jamshoro

1 The presert study isa futureoriented qualitaive anal ysishased
on intensive literature andi nterviews of m @e than twenty
pro irert student leaders and activists. This study also gives a
cm pehensive m drix on student politics inPakistan Student
politics in Pakistan has extensivel y been dependent upon the
m divational activities in tem s of idedogical, racial, and
sectarian hifurcations or mutual group grievances leading to
torture and sheer vidence.

2 Itiscomm edable on the part of BARGAD who has organized
nm eous public events, group discussion dialogues,study
cirdes and s inars a1 g the students, the prom irent
educationist and various vice chancellors of the public and
private sectar universities. The consultation of BARGAD with
nm eous figures on student politics has created an
envirom et to discuss thei ssue within the universities and
hi gher educati on con m issi on.
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3 Keepinginviewour experience with the student at private and
public sector levels, we donot feel any necessity of giving
opportunitytothe student unions.

4. Declaration of lifting of ban on student union will ultim ddy
create problen sfor teachersand taught inside and out side the
cen p.es. Present experience shows that those irstitutions were
successfu in providng excellert education to the students
which were successfu in keeping their cen pses calm and
qui et.

5 Sudent unions, if allowed will irterfere in the working of
ath irstration as they usually try to do. They ath it their so —
called organizational /crim inal fellows in their dm ain In
Pakistani society, the student organizations are neither political
nor idedogical but they are for power & clou m ding Al
student group fom dions areon palitical / ided ogical basis and
all of us have seen the negatives repercussions of such activities
ineducational pren ises.

---- Prof. Dr. M. Latif Mirza, Acting Vice Chancellor
The Islamia University (IUB)- Bahawalpur

I went through draft study “Revisiting Student Politics in Pakistan”
written by Igbal Haider Butt. It is a good piece of work to learn
about the case of student pdliticsin Pakistan

Chapter four is very especidly irnteresting The testim aies and
inervievs of student leaders open eyes to the effect as to how
students have been used by palitical and relig ous forces.

The reality m ut be published. It reveals that everybody wor ks and
wor ked on foreign agendas. Ho wever, if we depend ono ursel ves
and be able tofind right people and becon eright as welland tryto
get rid of hypocrisy, we could have obtained best political
leadershipfrm our educational institutions.

Fnaly, | would say that educational irstitutions m & be protected
fron  all political interferences particuarly from  thepolitical /
Islen ig parties; so tha no m e extren ids like Taliban brand are
produced

---- Prof. Dr. Muhammad Ehsan Malik, Director General
University of the Punjab, Gujranwala Campus
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