Animal genetics industry: the Big Seven global breeders

Companies and profiles
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Hendrix Genetics.
Sells layers, turkeys, pigs;
aquaculture. Privately held,
2,400 employees (2012). Joint
development agreement with
Tyson Foods’ Cobb-Vantress
subsidiary
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EW Group. The world’s
largest player in industrial poultry
genetics. Sells broilers, layers,
turkeys; aquaculture. Formerly the
Erich Wesjohann Group.
Privately held, no
revenues published; 5,600
employees (2011)

Genus. Sells pigs,
dairy and beef cattle.
Revenues of 550 million dollars
in 2012. Operates in 30 coun-
tries, sells to another 40.
2,100 employees
(2012)
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Tyson Foods.
Sold 33 billion dollars worth of
broilers in 2012. Subsidiary
Cobb-Vantress distributes
broiler breeding stock to
more than 90
countries
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Smithfields Foods.
World's largest pork processor
and pig producer. Turnover 13 billi-
ondollars (2012); in 2013 acquired
by Shuanghui, China’s largest meat
processor, for 7.1 billion dollars,
including the company’s pig
breeding subsidiary
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Charoen Pokphand Group.
Sells broilers and pigs;
aquaculture. Agro-industrial and
telecoms giant with annual
revenues of 33 billion dollars, with feed,
farm and food revenues of 11.3 billion
dollars (2013), including animal
breeding operations
and pork units
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Groupe Grimaud.
Sells broilers, layers, pigs;

aquaculture. Privately held;
turnover 330 million dollars
(2011), of which 75 percent
is international
trade

ETC GROUP/USDA




