
European sales of antimicrobial agents for food-producing animals 

Sales in milligrams per kilogram of meat stock 
biomass, 2011, including horses EM
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antibiotics are used systema-
tically to combat diseases in 
factory farms 

bacteria “defend” themselves 
by mutating, thus become 
resistant to the antibiotics

resistant bacteria can enter 
the human body when people 
eat meat

antibiotics used to 
treat humans are 
ineffective against the 
resistant bacteria

Estonia

66

* Swiss sales unaudited


