
The Top Ten of the international meat industry

Companies by total food sales (2011–13), billion dollars
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Marfrig. Founded 
in 2000 after several mergers. 

2012 revenues: 12.8 billion dollars. 
Company units in 22 countries. 

World’s fourth largest beef 
producer. In 2013, sold poultry 

and pork units to JBS
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 JBS. Founded in 1953; 
2012 revenues: 

38.7 billion dollars. World’s largest 
food-processing company, leader 

in slaughter capacity. Recently 
acquired Smithfi eld Foods’ beef 
business and Malfrig’s poultry 

and pork units
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BRF. Founded in 2009 as 
Brasil Foods after a merger 
of Sadia and Perdigão. 2012 
revenues: 14.9 billion dollars. 
60 plants in Brazil, present 

in 110 countries  
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Vion. Founded in 2003 
after several mergers. 

2011 revenues: 13.2 billion 
dollars. Largest meat processor 

in Europe, rapid growth 
(2002: 1 billion 

dollars)
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TysonFood. 
Founded 1935; 2012 revenues: 

33.3 billion dollars. World’s 
largest meat producer and 

second-largest processor of 
chicken, beef 

and pork
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Hormel Foods. 
Founded 1891; 2012 revenues: 

8.2 billion dollars. 
40 manufacturing and distribution 

facilities. Owner of “Spam”, a 
precooked meat product; 
focusing on ethnic food

10

Nippon Meat Packers. 
Founded in 1949; 

2013 revenues: 12.8 billlion 
dollars. Commonly known as 
Nippon Ham. Operations in 
59 locations in 12 countries, 

mostly in Asia and 
Australia
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Danish Crown AmbA. 
Founded 1998 after several 

mergers. 2012 revenues: 
10.3 billion dollars. Major 

subsidiaries in USA, Poland and 
Sweden. Europe’s largest meat 

producer, world’s biggest 
pork exporter
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Cargill. Founded 1865, 

family-owned business. 2013 
revenues: 32.5 billion dollars. 

22 percent share in the US meat 
market, biggest single 
exporter in Argentina, 
worldwide operations

3
Smithfi eld Foods. 

 Founded in 1936; 2012 revenues: 
13.1 billion dollars. Largest pork 

producer and processor in the USA. 
Sold to Chinese Shuanghui 

International Holdings Ltd., with 
revenue of 6.2 billion dollars, 

in 2013

7

33

Tyson Foods 

2


