
DISASTERS DEEP DOWN
Accidents in coal mines with over 200 deaths, 1900–2014
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Firedamp: explosive mixture of air and methane

Soma, Turkey, 2014. In a dilapidated mine, 
301 workers are killed in a spontaneous fi re, 
most by carbon monoxide poisoning.

9

Omuta, Japan, 1963. 458 miners die 
after a coal-dust explosion in the Mitsui 
Miike mine. Another 555 are injured.

12

Alsdorf, Germany, 1930. A fi redamp ex-
plosion in the Anna pit claims 271 lives.

3

Bockum-Hövel, Germany, 1908. A fi redamp ex-
plosion and fi re in the Radbod pit take 348 lives.

2

Rostraver, USA, 1907. An open 
lamp is thought to have caused 
an explosion in the Darr mine, 
killing 239 men and boys.

23

Benxi, China, 1942. The world‘s 
worst disaster. After a coal-dust 
explosion, the management seals a 
coal mine to control a fi re, without 
fi rst evacuating the pit. An estimated 
1,549 miners die. After the end of the 
Japanese occupation, investigations 
show that most suffocated.

15

Fuxin, China, 2005. A fi redamp 
explosion in the Sunjiawan coal 
mine kills over 210 miners.

16

Datong, China, 1960. 
A gas explosion causes 
682 deaths in the 
Laobaidong coal mine.

17

Wankie, Rhodesia/Zimbabwe, 1960. 
A methane and coal-dust explosion claims 
426 miners‘ lives in the Wankie-2 pit.

21

Dhanbad, India, 1965. 268 miners killed 
after an an explosion and fi re in the Dhori pit.

19

Dawson, USA, 
1913. A dynamite 
explosion in the 
Stag Canon colliery 
in New Mexico kills 
263 miners.

25

Aberfan, Britain, 
1966. A collapsed 
spoil tip from a coal 
mine in a Welsh 
village buries 116 
children and 28 
adults, most of 
them in a school.

4

Cherry, USA, 1909. 
A torch sets fi re to a 
wagon carrying hay 
for mules working un-
derground. 259 men 
and boys die in the 
resulting fi re and from 
poisonous gases.

22

Wrexham, Britain, 1934. An explosion and 
fi re in Gresford, Wales, kills 266 people.

1

Fukuoka, Japan, 1965. After a 
fi redamp explosion, 236 people 
die in the Yamano mine.

13
Guangxi, 
China, 2001. 
Flooding kills 
more than 200 
miners in a pit.

14

Marcinelle, Belgium, 1956. A fi re in the Bois du Cazier colliery 
kills 262 miners, including 136 Italian immigrants. Old equipment 
and poorly trained personnel are blamed.

7

Zonguldak, Turkey, 1992. A methane gas ex-
plosion in the Kozlu pit results in 263 deaths.

10

Dhanbad, India, 1975. An explosion and fl ooding kills 372 miners, accor-
ding to offi cial fi gures. Another 130 contract workers may have been killed.

18

Sasolburg, South Africa, 1960. 
435 employees do not survive 
the collapse of the Coalbrook 
mine. Around 900 props are 
thought to have been rotten. 
Biggest mining disaster in Africa.

20

Courrières, France, 1906. A coal-dust explo-
sion kills 1,099 people. The cause may have 
been the use of lamps with an open fl ame. 
Safety lamps had long existed, but were more 
expensive, Biggest mining disaster in Europe.

11

Senghenydd, Britain, 1913. Two explo-
sions in the Universal Colliery in Senghe-
nydd, Wales, claim around 440 lives. The 
cause is breaches in safety procedures: 
biggest mining disaster in Britain.

5

Monongah, USA, 1907. A coal-dust 
explosion offi cially claims the lives 
of 362 miners. Unoffi cial estimates 
record up to 500 deaths. Biggest 
disaster in an American mine.

24

Bergkamen, Germany, 1946. 
A fi redamp or coal-dust explosion in the 
Grimberg 3/4 colliery kills 405 people 
930 metres underground. Germany’s 
worst pit disaster.

8

Völklingen, Germany, 1962. A fi redamp 
explosion in the Luisenthal pit claims 299 
miners’ lives. After this accident existing safety 
techniques were fi nally installed in German pits.

6

Biggest disaster in a 
country or on a continent
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